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T  O  be  a  native  of  the  fined:  country,  and 
to  live  under  the  beft  conftituted  govern¬ 
ment  upon  earth,  are  fubje&s  of  congratu¬ 
lation  which  every  Englilhman  born  fince 
the  Revolution  might,  with  the  greateft 
truth,  appropriate  to  himfelf :  but  it  is  the 
peculiar  felicity  of  the  prefent  generation  to 
flourifh  under  the  reign  of  the  mod  virtu¬ 
ous  Prince  that  ever  fwayed  the  fceptre, 
who  confiders  himielf  as  exalted  by  Ration 
only  above  the  meaneft  of  his  fubjefts,  and 
equally  accountable  with  the  lowed:  magi- 

B  Urate 
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ft  rate  to  the  Supreme  Governor  of  the  Unl- 
verfe  for  the  ufe  he  makes  of  the  authority 
he  is  vefted  with  ;  and  when  that  authority  is 
exercifed  by  a  Firft  Minifter,  raifed,  like  the 
phoenix,  from  the  brilliant  embers  of  his 
great  forefather,  by  the  foie  influence  of 
that  affemblage  of  virtues  which  warms  and 

enlivens  the  whole  empire ;  who,  embra- 

\ 

cing  in  his  comprehend  ve  mind  the  whole 
fyftem  of  adminiftration,  and  difdaining  the 
(low  gradations  of  office,  towered  at  once 
over  the  numerous  fences  raifed  by  cautious 
dullnefs  again  ft  tranfcendent  genius,  and  re- 
folutely  feized  the  helm  of  the  foundering 
State  Veflel,  re-animated  her  defponding 
crew,  foddered  her  worm-eaten  hull,  re¬ 
paired  her  ffiattered  rigging,  and  fleered  her 
in  fafety  to  the  moorings  of  dignity  and 
honour.  Nor  is  our  age  lefs  diftinguiffied 
by  the  fplendid  talents  and  exalted  chaiac- 
ters  of  the  Rulers  of  our  Church ;  foi  at 
what  period  could  we  reckon  more  able  de¬ 
fenders  of  the  do&rines  of  Chriftianity,  or 

more 
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more  worthy  examples  of  their  efficacy, 
than  the  Prelates  who  now  fill  the  Bifhops’ 
Bench  ?  —  Might  it  not  then  be  expeCted 
that  an  age  fo  diftinguifhed  for  felicities 
would  be  equally  renowned  for  its  virtues ; 
that  refpeCt  for  government,  good  manners, 
and  a  ftriCt  attachment  to  religious  duties, 
would  have  been  its  charaCteriftics  ? — Such, 
however,  is  the  unhappy  completion  of 
the  times,  that  I  fhall  run  no  hazard  of  in¬ 
curring  the  imputation  of  fa  ftidiou  fuels,  by 
declaring  that  at  no  period  fince  the  Refor¬ 
mation  were  any  of  thofe  characters  lefs 
merited.  For,  to  leave  the  two  firft  out  of 
the  prefent  confideration,  am  I  not  juftified 
in  ailerting  that  things  facred  were  never 
more  profaned  ;  the  holy  ordinances  more 
flighted  ;  nor  the  fundamental  doCtrines  of 
Chriftianity  more  generally  rueltioned  ?  — 
1 ’hat  Revelation  which  has  fo  enlarged  the 
faculties  of  man,  opened  to  him  a  profpeCt 
into  futurity,  made  him  acquainted  with 
the  intellectual  world,  and  given  him  know- 
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ledge  of  the  ways  and  will  of  the  Supreme 
Being,  it  is  become  the  boaft  of  fcjence  to 
renounce,  and  that  hope  of  immortality 
which  reafon  would  derive  from  the  foul’s 
immateriality  is  endeavoured  to  be  wrefted 
from  us  by  arguments  which  degrade  man 
from  his  ftation  of  only  a  little  lower  than 
the  angels  to  a  level  with  the  beajls  that 
perijh . 

Endeavours  to  difcover  the  caufes  of  thefe 
melancholy  effefts,  and  to  point  out  reme¬ 
dies  for  the  malady,  may  be  thought  the 
peculiar  duty  of  the  clerical  order  ;  but  as 
all  lawgivers,  philofophers,  and  moralifts, 
have  concurred  in  opinion  that  righteoufnefs 
exalteth  a  nation ,  and  that  the  virtue  of  the 
people  is  the  liability  of  all  governments 
and  the  true  fource  of  public  profperity  ; 
and  all  hilfory  nforms  us  that  the  moll  re- 
nowned  nations  rofe  to  greatnefs  by  their 
probity  of  manners  and  a  ferious  regard  to 
religion,  and  that  when  they  grew  luxuri¬ 
ous,  and  defpifers  of  religion,  they  became 

Haves 
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ilaves  to  their  neighbours ;  and  if  we  be* 
lieve  the  being  of  a  God,  and  have  juft  no¬ 
tions  of  his  attributes,  and  think  him  at  all 
concerned  in  the  government  of  this  world, 
we  muft  neceflarily  conclude  that  virtuous 
nations  are  his  peculiar  care,  and  under  his 
immediate  prote&ion  ;  and  as  virtue  never 
did,  nor  never  can,  fubfift  without  religion, 
it  muft  be  allowed  an  undeniable  confe- 
quence,  that  the  religion  of  a  country 
ought  to  be  as  much,  at  leaft,  the  objeCt  of 
a  Statefman’s  care  as  its  civil  government, 
and  therefore  I  humbly  prefume  it  will  not 
be  deemed  impertinent  in  a  layman,  who 
has  long  been  in  habits  of  political  in- 
veftigation,  to  offer  his  afliftance  in  the  dift 
cuftion  of  a  fubjeCt  of  fuch  vaft  importance 
to  the  public  profperity  and  hapoinefs. 

Having  been  brought  up  a  member  of 
the  Church  of  England,  and  early  inftruc- 
ted  in  the  principles  of  Chriftianity,  to 
which  I  have  always  been  zealoufty  attach¬ 
ed,  it  has  never  been  my  practice  to  feek 

for 
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for  objections  to  my  creed,  or  examine  the 
doCtrines  of  the  Church  with  a  view  to  find 
fault ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  my  reading 
upon  controverfial  fubjeCts  has  been  con¬ 
fined  to  the  writers  in  defence  of  the  efta- 
blifhed  religion  for  the  confirmation  of  my 
faith,  and  the  removal  of  fuch  difficulties 
as  have  occalionally  fprung  up  in  my  own 
mind  ;  what  I  know,  therefore,  of  the  ar¬ 
guments  of  objeCtors  I  have  learned  from 
the  quotations  of  their  anfwerers  :  and 
fhould  I,  in  the  purfuit  of  my  prefent  un¬ 
dertaking,  appear  to  coincide  with  any  of 
them,  I  beg  I  may  not  be  fuppofed  of  their 
party,  or  ranged  under  the  banners  of  any 
feCt  in  oppofition  to  the  eftablifhed  religion, 
as  my  fincere  purpofe  and  delire  is  to  reftore 
and  extend  its  influence,  and  revive  a  refpeCt 
for  its  ordinances 

The 

*  The  venerable  Society  for  propagating  the  Gof- 
pel,  of  which  I  have  been  long  a  member,  will,  I 
tryli,  give  full  credit  to  this  declaration.  The  three 

tra&s 
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The  circumftance,  of  all  others,  which 
has  been  moft  injurious  to  Chriftianity,  is 
the  difagreement  of  its  profeflors  upon  points 
which  all  deem  effential ;  for  how  can  a 
religion  be  of  general  utility  about  which 
its  profeflors  difagree,  is  the  common  objec¬ 
tion  of  its  adverfaries,  though  feldom  urged 
with  fo  much  force  as  I  find  it  put  into  the 
mouth  of  Mr.  Dechaine  by  the  Author  of 
Deifm  Revealed.  —  44  I  want,”  fays  he,  44  to 
46  go  to  Heaven  the  neareft  way  ;  who  will 
44  be  my  guide  ?  ”  — * 44  I  will,”  lays  the 
Englifh  Prieft  ;  64  no  one  knows  the  way 
44  fo  well  as  I.”-—44  Have  a  care,”  fays  the 
Papift  ;  44  if  you  go  with  him,  he  will  lead 
44  you  to  the  Devil.  Follow  me,  and, 

tra&s  which  I  drew  up  twenty  year  ago.  at  the  de* 
fire  of  that  moft  excellent  Prelate  who  was  then  Pre* 
ftdent,  and  prefented  to  them,  are  wuchers  in  their 
own  hands  for  the  truth  of  it;  and  as  the  fubjedf  of 
two  of  thefe  tradls  has  lately  been  much  agitated,  I 
have  thought  it  proper  now  to  reprint  and  publifh 
them. 

64  though 
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“  though  you  Ihut  your  eyes,  I  will  lead 
ii  you  a  pleafant  and  fhort  cut :  we  fhall  be 
“  there  prefenrly.” — “  Hold,”  fays  the 
Scotch  Prieft ;  “  if  you  go  with  that  fel- 
“  low,  he  will  lead  you  ftraight  to  the 
“  whore  of  Babylon,  and  pick  your  poc- 
“  hets  by  the  way.” —  “  Friend,  ftep  with 
“  me,”  fays  the  Quaker,  “  and  thee  lhalt 
44  enjoy  the  light  of  a  lamp  I  have  within.” 
— —  “  Plhaw,  there  is  no  need  of  burning 

O 

“  daylight,”  fays  the  Socinian  :  “  that  fel- 
“  low,  however,  attempting  to  fnuff  the 
“  candle  of  Christianity,  hath  put  it  out, 
“  and  is  as  dark  within  as  a  dungeon :  I 

O 

“  have  the  new  light,  a  fecret  that  makes 
“  the  way  to  Heaven  as  broad  and  as  Smooth 
“  as  a  turnpike.”  —  It  is  then  well  worth 
our  mop  Serious  confideration  whether  the 
methods  heretofore  purfued  as  the  means  of 
preferving  union  are  the  moft  fit,  and  likely 
to  attain  that  end,  or  whether  fome  of  them 
are  not  in  a  good  degree  chargeable  with 
the  divifions  with  which  wre  axe  thus  re¬ 
proached. 
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proached.  The  methods  I  allude  to  are, 
the  multiplication  of  creeds,  and  the  inter¬ 
polation  or  fuperaddition  of  expofitions  of 
Scripture  to  the  text,  and  making  fuch  in¬ 
terpolations  and  expofitions  articles  of  faith ; 
for  by  fuch  means  the  doctrines ,  as  reveal* 
ed  by  God  in  the  Holy  Scriptures,  become 
no  longer  the  obje&s  of  belief,  or  the  fub- 
je£t  of  difcuflion  :  but  the  expoftion  given 
to  them  by  fallible  men,  too  often  actuated 
by  party  prejudice  or  refentment  againfl 
their  adverfaries.  To  fuppofe  that  God 
fhould  fend  his  Son  into  the  world  to  in- 
ftruft  mankind  in  his  Holy  Will,  and  that 
the  Son,  by  whom  we  were  created,  fhould 
not  have  made  that  Will  known  in  terms 
which  all  could  underftand  ;  and  that  his 
Gofpel,  or  the  writings  of  Apoftles, 
which  were  dictated  by  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
fhould  not  be  fufficiently  intelligible  for 
the  comprehenfion  of  all  reafonable  men, 
but  that  it  was  neceflary  for  an  afiembly 
of  uninfpired  churchmen,  four  hundred 

C  years 
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years  after,  to  frame  expeditions  and  fu- 
peradd  articles  of  faith  to  thole  which  the 
Apoftles  had  required  their  profelytes  to 
fubfcribe  to  and  believe,  is  certainly  more 
refpectful  to  human  fagacity  than  Divine 
prefcience  ;  and  the  conlequences  of  fuch 
prefumption  have  Ihewn  it  to  have  been  of 
human  origin  :  for  if  the  compofitions  of 

thefe  councils  could  have  prevented  or  fup- 

\ 

prefled  thofe  opinions  which  they  deemed 
heretical,  the  very  names  of  thofe  opi¬ 
nions  would  have  been  extinguifhed  long 
before  the  Reformation,  and  we  fliould 
now  have  known  no  more  of  them  than 
we  do  of  the  tenets  of  the  Druids  5  hut 
it  happened  with  the  councils’  endeavours 
to  cure  herefy  by  frefli  articles  of  faith  as 
it  is  faid  to  happen  with  tinkers  mending 
an  old  kettle,  for  one  hole  they  flopped 
they  made  two  \  and  I  think  I  have  rec¬ 
koned  up  no  lefs  than  ninety-fix  feveral 
herefies  which  have  been  at  different  times 

condemned. 


condemned*.  We  have  to  thank  God 
that  fuch  affemblies  no  longer  fubfift,  and 

V 

that  fair  argument  and  found  reafoning  are 
the  only  means  now  employed  to  reprefs 
error  and  fupport  the  truth  ;  and  the  pen 
of  a  Hurd  or  a  Horfeley  is  found  to  be  a 
more  effectual  weapon  for  that  purpofe 
than  the  anathema  of  a  council  or  a  frefh 
article  foifted  into  an  old  Credenda.  With 
fuch  champions,  it  would  be  arrogance  in 
me  to  enrol  myfelf ;  but  while  they,  with 
a  hoft  of  able  ecclefiaftical  combatants,  are 
carrying  the  war  into  the  enemy’s  quar¬ 
ters,  and  ftrengthening  the  bulwarks  of 
our  Church,  I  may  be  not  unufefully  cm- 

*  For  the  information  of  my  unlearned  readers,  I 
Jhall  give  here  the  names  of  the  twenty-four  which 
begin  with  the  letter  A :  —  Abellars,  Aciphale, 
Adamites,  Aginnians,  Agnoites,  Adnoites,  Aginuii, 
Albanois,  Alogians,  Angelici,  Angelites,  Annomians, 
Andeans,  Antidicomafiani,  Antimmians,  Antitadles, 
Apoftolicks,  Aquarii,  Arckontiques,  Anians,  San- 
carrians,  Acacians,  Afcodrogites,  Anarcmah. 
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ployed  in  looking  into  its  internal  ftruc- 
ture,  and  examining  into  the  correfpon- 
dence  of  all  the  parts  with  the  bafis  upon 
which  it  ftands.  This  I  humbly  conceive 
is  an  employment  for  which  a  lay  member 
of  the  Church  is  better  qualified  than  an 
ecclefiaftic  ;  for  as  the  latter  muft,  when 
he  takes  upon  him  the  facred  function, 
declare  his  affent  and  confent  to  the  whole 
of  the  articles  and  liturgy,  he  would  ex- 
pofe  himfelf  to  the  charge  of  infincerity 
were  he  afterwards  to  find  fault  with  any 
thing  contained  in  them  ;  and  fo  having 
once  made  up  his  mind  to  an  implicit  fub- 
miflion  to  things  as  he  found  them,  he 
never  afterward  buffers  his  judgement  to 
exercife  itfelf  in  an  examination  of  their 
propriety  and  perfect  conformity  to  the 
Holy  Scriptures*  1  heie  (hackles  upon  the 

judgement  a  layman  is  exempt  from;  and, 

\ 

as  I  have  already  made  an  avowal  of  my 
faith  and  principles,  and  declared  my  pur- 
pofe,  I  (hall  enter  upon  this  very  impor¬ 
tant. 
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tant,  and  indeed  awful,  invert  igation  with 
that  integrity  of  heart  which  refults  from 
conviction  of  aCting  in  the  prefence  of  an 
Omnifcient  Judge,  and  purfue  it  with  that 
candour  and  freedom  becoming  one  who 
knows  the  value  and  feels  the  fentiments 
of  Chrirtian  liberty,  who  refpeCts  all  in 
authority,  who  reverences  his  fuperiors  in 
Church  and  State,  who  loves,  nay  almoft 
adores,  his  King,  but  who  fears  his  God 
only. 

To  begin,  then,  the  particulars  in  which 
the  Church  of  England  may  be  faid  to  give 
offence  to  real  Chrirtians,  who  make  the 
Holy  Scriptures  the  rule  of  their  faith, 
may  be  comprifed  under  four  heads:  — 
The  fir  ft,  the  retaining  in  its  articles  and 
liturgy  things  or  exprefiions  which  the 
moft  orthodox  oi  the  Clergy  think  it  ne- 
cefiary  to  explain  away  in  the  pulpit,  or 
give  a  very  different  meaning  to  from  what 
the  words  made  ufe  of  convey  in  their  or¬ 
dinary  and  ufual  acceptation.  For  in- 

ftance5 


fiance,  the  9th  article  fays,  46  that  origi- 
4  4  nal  fin  is  the  fault  and  corruption  of  the 
44  nature  of  every  man,  &c. ;  and  there- 
44  fore  in  every  perfon  born  into  the  world 
44  it  deferveth  God's  wrath  and  damnation ” 
Now  who  has  not  heard  this  do£lrine  ex¬ 
plained  to  mean  only  a  corruption  of  nature 
and  a  pronenefs  to  ill  ;  and  who  has  not 
heard  the  fentence  pronounced  upon  Adam 
for  his  tranfgreffion  defined  to  be  a  tempo- 
ral  death  only,  or  lofs  of  immortality, 
without  any  reference  to  a  future  damna¬ 
tion  ;  and  that  confequently,  if  the  origi¬ 
nal  offender  was  not  Jo  purified y  why  fhould 
his  unoffending  defcendants  be  obnoxious 
to  it.— The  13th  article  fays,  44  that  works 
54  (without  any  exception)  done  before  the 
44  grace  of  Thrift  and  the  infpiration  of 
44  his  holy  fpirit,  &c.,  we  doubt  not  but 
44  they  have  the  nature  of  fin”  But  who¬ 
ever  has  been  in  a  church  when  the  hif- 
tory  of  Cornelius’s  converfion  has  been 

remarked 
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remarked  upon,  mu  ft  have  heard  of  the 
acceptablenefs  and  efficacy  of  good  works 
done  before  the  grace  of  Chrift  or  the  in* 
fpiration  of  his  holy  fpirit. — The  i  ith  ar¬ 
ticle  declares,  “We  are  accounted  righte* 
44  ous  before  God  only  for  the  merit  of 
44  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  by 
44  faith ,  and  not  for  our  own  works  or 
46  defervings ;  wherefore  that  we  are  juf- 
44  tided  by  faith  only ,  is  a  moft  wholefome 
44  doctrine,  and  very  full  of  comfort.” 
But  who  has  ever  heard  an  attack  upon 
Methodifm  from  the  pulpit,  that  has  not 
heard,  in  ftill  ftronger  terms  than  the 
words  of  St.  James,  that  faith  without 
works  is  dead.  In  the  Catechifm,  which, 
being  a  part  of  the  Book  of  Common 
Prayer,  is  to  be  confidered  as  containing 
the  doctrines  of  the  Church,  we  are  taught 
to  fay,  44  that  the  body  and  blood  of  our 
44  Lord  Chrift  are  verily  and  indeed  taken 
44  and  received  by  the,  faithful  in  the 

44  Lord’s 
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44  Lord's  Supper'*;”  and  in  the  ^exhorta¬ 
tion  to  the  celebration  of  that  Sacrament 
we  are  told,  “  that  if  we  receive  the  fame 
44  unworthily ,  we  are  guilty  of  the  body 
44  and  blood  of  Chrift  our  Saviour,  that 
44  we  eat  and  drink  our  own  damnation 
and  we  are  called  upon  by  the  Prieft  who 
adminifters,  to  confefs  our  own  unworthi- 
nefs ,  but  notwithftanding  to  pray  that  we 
may  44  fo  eat  the  flefh  of  Jefus,  Chrift, 
44  and  drink  his  blood,  that,  by  his  body, 
44  our  finful  bodies  may  be  made  clean.” 
And  have  we  not  often  heard  the  fame 
Minifter  who  fo  folemnly  repeats  thefe  fen- 
tences,  excite  his  audience  to  a  more  con- 
ftant  attendance  at  the  communion  table, 

*'  When  a  little  girl,  to  whom  I  was  teaching  the 
Catechifm,  came  to  this  anfwer,  fhe  afked  me  whe¬ 
ther  the  body  of  Chrift  was  drejfed  for  them,  or  given 
to  them  raw ;  and,  upon  my  telling  her  it  was  only 
eaten  figuratively  and  fpiritually,  fhe  cried  out, 
«  Oh  !  then,  I  know  the  meaning  of  figuratively 
44  and  fpiritually  — it  is  verily  and  indeed? 

by 
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by  alluring  them  that  the  damnation  pro¬ 
nounced  by  St.  Paul  in  his  Epiftle  to  the 
Corinthians  means  only  Jelf  condemnation , 
and  that  their  general  unworthmefs  will 
not  expofe  them  to  incur  it _ I  might  pro¬ 

duce  more  inflances  under  this  head ;  but 
thofe  I  have  mentioned  are  fufficient  to 
prove  the  allegation  ;  and  I  am  neither 
cenfuring  nor  excufing  the  pradtice. 

Under  the  fecond  head  may  he  com- 
prifed  fuch  things  in  the  articles  or  litur¬ 
gy,  which,  perhaps,  from  a  defire  to  avoid 
the  danger  of  reforming  too  much,  or  to 
accommodate  to  the  prejudices  of  men  at 
the  time,  or  from  the  fallibility  of  human 
reafbn  in  thofe  who  compiled  the  articles 
and  liturgy,  are  not  Jlridlly  conformable  to 
the  dodtrine  of  Chrift  and  his  Apoftles, 
and  cannot  be  literally  proved  from  the 
New  Teftament.  Two  of  the  inftances  I 
gave  under  the  former  head  may  with 
great  propriety  be  claflfed  under  this  alfo, 
viz.  what  is  faid  of  the  facramental  bread 
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and  wine  in  the  Catechifm*  and  Commu¬ 
nion  Service*  and  of  original  fin  and  of  i 

works 

*  The  moft  bigoted  Papift  could  not  defire  a 
ftronger  declaration  in  favour  of  tranfubflantiation 
than  the  words  I  have  before  quoted ;  and  the  Abbe 
Man  himfelf  might  communicate  with  the  Church  of 
England  under  the  fan£tioii  of  their  precife  meaning. 
Yet  furely,  of  all  abfurdities  that  ever  entered  the 
brain  of  a  zealot,  that  of  tranfuhflantiation  is  the  moft 
glaring.  To  believe  that  Chrift  held  his  body  in  his 
band  when  he  took  the  bread,  and  that  when  he  gave 
it  to  the  twelve  Apoflles  to  eat  he  adfually  went  down 
the  throats  of  all  of  them  with  it  one  after  another, 
and,  laft  of  all,  as  Satan  entered  into  Judas  with  the 
fop,  that  Chrift  and  the  Devil  went  together  down  his 
throat,  and  that  all  this  while  Chrifl  appeared  to  be 
fitting  in  the  midft  of  his  Apoflles,  and  John  leaning 
quietly  on  his  breaft,  requires  a  monftrous  craw  in¬ 
deed,  and  a  fwallow  as  wide  as  Judas’s  or  the  Abbe 
Man’s.  The  legerdemain  of  the  Conjuror,  who 
pretended  to  hold  his  head  in  his  hand \  or  to  jump 
down  his  own  throat ,  was  nothing  to  this;  and  the 
poor  Hypochondriac,  who  fancied  he  had  got  the 
cobler  and  his  workfhop  in  his  belly,  might  plead  the 
authority  of  this  article  of  Romifh  faith  as  a  full 

jufti  Teat  ion 


works  before  grace,  in  the  9th  and  j  3th 
articles  above  recited. 

In 

juflification  of  his  conceit.  —  Metaphorical  or  figu-* 
rative  expreflions,  though  they  may  be  ufed  with 
great  propriety  to  convey  an  abflrufe  or  hidden  mean¬ 
ing,  are  very  unfit  to  be  introduced  into  articles  or 
confeflions  of  faith.  The  eating  the  flejh  and  drinking 
the  blood  of  the  Son  of  Man  does  not  fhoek  us,  be- 
caufe  we  are  accuflomed  to  the  found  of  the  words • 
but  let  us  hear  another  Scripture  metaphor,  which  we 
are  not  ufed  to,  propofed  as  an  article  of  faith,  and 
we  lhall  perceive  our  judgement  to  revolt  at  it. — Da¬ 
vid  deferibes  the  providence  of  God  over  the  righte* 
ous,  by  faying,  «  He  fhall  keep  them  under  his  wings, 
“  and  they  fhall  be  fafe  under  his  feathers,”  and  the 
metaphor  is  eafily  underflood  ;  but  who  would  not  be 
offended  if  he  was  required  to  declare  his  folemn  be¬ 
lief  that  he  was  kept  under  God’s  wings ,  or  that  he 
was  verily  and  Indeed  under  God’s  feathers',  and  yet 

f 

this  metaphor  is  not  more  revolting  than  that  of  eat¬ 
ing  flefh  and  drinking  blood. —  How  thefe  expreflions 
came  to  be  ufed  by  our  Saviour,  and' afterwards  by 
St.  Paul,  I  once  heard  mofl  fatisfa6lorily  accounted 
for  by  that  mofl  excellent  and  learned  Divine,  the 
prefent  Bifhop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  in  a  fermon  he 
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In  the  firfl  of  the  thirty-nine  articles 


the  following  definition  of  the  word  God 


is 


preached  about  twenty  years  fmce  at  St.  George’s 
Church ;  and  as  that  fermon  has  not  been  publilhed, 
though  I  hope  it,  and  many  others  of  his  Lordfhip’s, 
will  be,  I  fhall  venture  to  ftate  his  argument  as  well 
as  my  recoIle£tion  at  this  diftance  will  enable  me  to 
do,  and  1  trull  to  his  Lordlhip’s  goodnefs  for  pardon 
if  I  miftake  any  thing.  After  (hewing  that  it  was 
the  cuftom  of  our  Saviour  to  avail  himfelf  of  every 
prefent  circumllance  or  occurrence  to  inculcate  a  pre¬ 
cept  or  recommend  a  duty,  and  mentioning  the  in- 
flances  of  his  calling  himfelf  the  living  water  from 
Heaven  to  the  woman  of  Samaria  who  came  to  draw 
water,  the  bread  to  his  Difciples  when  they  wanted 
bread,  and  the  door,  the  fhepherd,  the  vine,  and  fo 
forth,  upon  other  occalions,  his  Lordfhip  told  us,  that 
it  was  the  cuftom  among  the  Jews,  at  the  celebra¬ 
tion  of  the  paffover,  for  the  mailer  of  the  family  to 
divide  the  pafcal  lamb  among  his  guells,  faying  to 
each,  as  he  gave  him  his  portion,  This  is  the  pafcal 
lamb ,  take  and  eat  it  in  remembrance  of  the  deliverance 
from  Egyptian  bondage .  Now  as  the  pafcal  lamb  was 
the  type  of  Chrift’s  facrifice  of  himfelf,  and  when 
the  thing  typified  was  performed  the  type  was  to 

ceafe. 
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is  given  :  — “  There  is  but  one  living  and 
“  true  God,  without  body,  parts,  or  paf- 

66  lions, 

ceaie,  and  a  new  inlfitution  to  take  place  of  it  in 
commemoration  of  what  the  type  had  prefigured, 
our  Saviour,  in  conformity  to  the  Jewifh  cufiom,  and 
to  apply  the  pafcal  lamb  immediately  to  himfelf,  takes 
the  bread  and  wine,  which  were  hereafter  to  be  eaten 
and  drank  in  commemoration  of  his  death  and  our  de¬ 
liverance  thereby  from  the  bondage  of  fin  and  death, 
and  gives  them  to  his  Difciples  in  like  manner  as  was 
done  with  the  pafcal  lamb,  only  altering  the  form  of 
the  words  to  fuit  the  change  in  the  thing  given  and 
the  thing  to  be  remembered  ;  for,  infiead  of  faying 
take  and  eat  the  pafcal  lamb,  in  commemoration  of 
the  deliverance  from  Egyptian  bondage,  he  fays, 
Ci  Take  and  eat  this  my  body,  which  is  given  for 
“  you,  and  drink  this  my  blood  of  the  New  Telia- 
<f  ment,  which  is  Hied  for  you,  and  for  many,  for 
<£  the  remilfion  of  fins;  do  this  in  remembrance  of 
“  me,  who  am  the  facrifice  typified  by  the  pafcal 
“  lamb,  and  am  now  going  to  lay  down  my  life  to 
cc  redeem  you  and  all  mankind  from  the  bondage  of 
££  fin.”  The  words,  therefore,  this  is  my  body  and 
this  is  my  blood,  can  be  only  underhood  to  have  the 
fame  reference  to  the  real  body  and  blood  of  Chrifi: 
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44  lions,  of  infinite  power,  wifdom,  and 
goodnefs,  the  maker  and  preferver  of 

“  all 

as  the  words  this  is  the  pafcal  lamb  were  underftood  to 
have  to  the  very  pafcal  lamb  which  the  Ifraelites  had 
killed  and  eaten  the  night  before  they  left  Egypt,  and 
no  other. — This  account,  faid  his  Lordfhip,  is  by  no 
means  intended  to  lefTen  the  refpe6t  and  reverence  en¬ 
tertained  for  the  facred  ordinance  of  the  Sacrament 

of  the  Lord’s  Supper,  or  to  abate  the  hopes  of  ad- 

• 

vantage  from  it.  Thofe  who  prefent  themfelves  at 
the  communion  fable,  earncfily  repenting  of  their  fins, 
in  hve  and  charity  with  their  neighbour }  fully  purpofng 
to  lead  a  new  life ,  following  the  commands  of  God,  and 
Walking  henceforth  in  his  holy  ways ,  not  trufiing  in  their 
own  righteoufnefs ,  but  in  the  manifold  and  great  mercies 
of  Almighty  God,  and  in  that  full,  perfect ,  and fufficient 
jacrifice ,  oblation ,  and  fatisf action,  made  by  his  only  Son 
fejus  Chrift  for  the  fns  of  the  whole  vjorld ,  may  rely 
upon  the  ineftimable  benefits  of  his  death  and  paffion , 
the  remifijitn  of  their  fins,  and  the  firengthening  and  re- 
fir  efibing  of  their  fouls,  by  his  grace  ’and  heavenly  benedic¬ 
tion.  — ■  I  fhall  only  prefume  to  add  to  this  excellent 
difeourfe,  that  it  ought  to  be  remembered,  that,  al¬ 
though  a  feven-days’  folemn  preparation  was  required 
of  thofe  who  celebrated  the  palTover,  yet  the  pafcal 
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“  all  things  both  vifible  and  inviilble  ;  and 
“  in  unity  of  this  Godhead  there  be  three 
“  perlons,  of  one  fubftance,  power,  and 
“  eternity,  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
“  Ghoft.”  This  definition  clearly  and 
perfectly  correfponds  with  the  command 

flipper  was  confidered  as  a  feqfi  by  the  Jews,  and  thofe 
Who  partook  of  it  made  a  hearty  meal.  When* 
therefore,  the  Eucharift  came  to  be  celebrated  in  its 
room,  the  lovers  of  good  cheer  could  not  brook  the 
fubftitution  of  a  cruft  of  bread  for  a  flice  of  lamb* 
and  fuch  of  them  as  could  afford  it  brought  other 
vi&uals  with  them  to  eat  along  with  it ;  and  as  the 
Eucharift  was  always  celebrated  in  thofe  times  at 
every  meeting,  a  habit  of  gluttony  and  inebriety  was 
acquired  by  many  of  the  new  profelytes.  This  was 
particularly  the  cafe  of  the  Corinthians;  and  to 
their  cafe,  and  fuch  as  refemble  it,  St.  Paufs  Epiftlc 
to  them  is  to  be  applied  :  and  the  confequences  of 
difeafe  and  death,  which  he  fays  had  fallen  upon 
them,  being  no  other  than  the  natural  effedls  of  glut¬ 
tony  and  drunkennefs,  which  no  Chriftian  can  now 
be  guilty  of  at  the  communion  table ,  no  Chriftian  has 
now  to  apprehend,  however  unworthy  he  may  think 
himfelf,  of  approaching  it* 

of 
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of  Chrift  recorded  by  St.  Matthew,  to 
baptize  all  nations  in  the  name  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  and  of  the  Son ,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghof  ; 
and  the  declaration  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  by 
St.  John,  That  there  are  three  which  bear 
record  in  Heaven ,  the  Father ,  the  Word ,  and 
the  Holy  Ghof ;  and  by  St.  Paul,  in  his 
blefting  to  the  Corinthians,  The  grace  of 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrif ,  and  the  love  of 
God,  and  the  communion  of  the  Holy  Ghof , 
be  with  you  all ;  except  in  the  interpola¬ 
tion  of  the  word  p  erf  on,  which  is  not  to 
be  found  in  either  of  thofe  facred  texts  : 
but  let  any  plain  Chriftian  carry  this 
definition  with  him  to  the  Athanafian 
Creed,  and  do  his  utmoft  to  reconcile 
it  with  the  curious  difquifitions  of  the 
Deity  it  contains,  and  if  he  fucceeds  to 
his  own  fatisfa&ion,  he  will  do  well  to 
oblige  the  Chriftian  world  with  his  dis¬ 
covery,  and  I,  for  one,  will  thank  him 
moft  fincerely  for  it,  as  none  of  the  nu¬ 
merous  champions  of  that  Creed  have 
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ever  been  able  to  reconcile  it  to  my  con- 
vision. 

That  we  can  know  nothing  of  God  but 
w  hat  he  has  been  pleafed  to  reveal  of  him.- 
felf,  is  a  truth  generally  alTented  to,  and 
the  natural  confequence  of  it  is,  that  no- 
thing  fhould  be  added  to,  or  diminifhed 
from,  God’s  own  declarations  resetting 
himfelf  by  human  authority,  or,  in  the 
words  of  the  20th  article,  4 6  That  al¬ 
though  the  Church  be  a  witnefs  and  a  * 
keeper  of  Holy  Writ,  yet  as  it  ought 
“  not  to  decree  any  thing  againjl  the  fame, 
fo,  bejidcs  the  fame,  ought  it  not  to  en- 
“  force  any  thing  to  be  believed.”  How* 
then,  may  I  alk,  has  it  happened,  that 
when  Chrift  commanded  his  Apoftles  to 
baptize  all  nations  in  the  name  of  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  thus  clearly  expreffing  three  dif- 
tindtions  in  the  Divine  Nature,  and  ma¬ 
king  them  known  to  us  under  the  rela¬ 
tions  of  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit, 

E  and 
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and  requiring  our  faith  in  them  as  Juch , 
that  the  Church  fhould  take  upon  it  to  add 
the  words  God  and  per  Jon  to  each  of  thefe 
diftinftions,  and  fo  to  amend  Chrift’s  m- 
ftitution  as  to  make  him  fay,  according  to 
the  Athanafian  Creed,  “  Baptize  them  in 
“  the  name  of  the  perfon  of  God  the  Fa¬ 
it  ther ,  the  perfon  of  God  the  Son ,  and  the 
“  perfon  of  God  the  Holy  Ghof,  and  alfo 
to  make  St.  John  fay,  that  there  are  three 
perfons  which  bear  record  in  Heaven,  the 
perfon  of  God  the  Father ,  the  perfon  of  God 
the  Son,  and  the  perfon  of  God  the  Holy 
Ghof.  To  this  queftion,  the  true  anfwer, 

I  believe,  is,  that  divines  are  men  of  like 
paffions  with  laymen,  and  that  a  general 
council  being,  as  the  2 1  ft  article  expreffes 
it,  “  an  affembly  of  men  whereof  all  be  not 
“  governed  with  the  fpirit  of  God,  may  err, 
“  and  fometimes  have  erred,  and  therefore 
were  as  liable  to  faftion  and  party  influ¬ 
ence  as  a  Parliament ;  and  that  whoever 

acquires  power  in  factious  times,  will  uie 

it 
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it  for  the  oppreffion  of  their  adverlaries  and 
opponents.  We  do  not  now,  thank  God, 
live  in  foch  times,  and  therefore  I  lhall 
fay  no  more  upon  this  fubjedt ;  but,  I 
truft,  I  foall  live  to  fee  the  Apoftles’  Creed 
in  its  primitive  Jiate ,  the  only  Creed  of  the 
Church  of  England.  I  fay  in  its  primitive 
Hate ;  for  I  do  not  find  any  warrant  for 
the  modern  interpolation  of  Chrift  s  defcent 
into  Hell ,  as  that  place  is  confidered  by 
Chriftians  to  be  the  place  of  punifoment 
for  the  fallen  angels  and  wicked  men  after 
judgement.  The  word  tranflated  Hell  in 
the  paflage  of  the  1 6th  Pfalm,  which  is 
quoted  by  St.  Peter,  I  have  been  told  (for 
I  do  not  underhand  Hebrew)  is  the  fame 
which,  in  other  places  of  the  Old  Tefta— 
ment,  is  tranflated  the  pit,  or  the  grave, 
or  abyfs,  and  has  no  fignification  that  de¬ 
notes  a  place  of  punifoment,  and,  indeed, 
it  would  be  very  ftrange  if  it  had  fuch  a 
fignification  when  its  utterers  had  no  fuch 
conception  ;  for  however  the  Pharifees,  or 
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the  generality  of  the  Jews,  might  entertain 
fome  notions  of  a  future  ftate  of  rewards 
and  punifhments  in  common  with  the  reft 
of  mankind,  yet  no  reference  is  made  to 
iuch  a  ftate  in  the  Mofaic  Difpenfation, 
nor  can  I  find  in  the  Old  Teftament  any 
mention  made  of  the  apoftacy  or  punifti- 
ment  of  the  fallen  angels,  nor  was  the 
refurreftion  of  the  body,  which  muft  of 
neceflity  be  connefted  with  the  belief  of 
fuch  a  ftate,  ever  revealed,  nor,  indeed, 
with  any  propriety  could  be,  before  the 
coming  of  our  Saviour,  who  literally 
brought  a  future  life  and  immortality  to 
light,  by  reftoring  us  to  a  condition  of  en¬ 
joying  it*.  This  prophecy  of  Pavid’s  can¬ 
not 

*  The  patfage  in  Job,  and  the  declaration  of  Mar¬ 
tha,  which  are  cited  as  proofs  of  the  belief  of  a  re- 
iurre&ion  among  the  Jews,  are  no  evidence  of  the 
fad;  when  the  author  of  the  Book  of  Job,  and  the 
period  in  which  he  writ  it  are  afcertained,  it  will  be 
time  enough  to  admit  its  authenticity,  and  even  then, 
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not  therefore  be  a  fufficient  authority  for 

mJ 

our  profeffing  our  belief,  that  Chrift  des¬ 
cended  to  the  place  of  the  damned,  nor 
does  St.  Peter  s  ule  of  it  imply  fuch  a 
thing;  foi  he  applies  it  to  Chrift,  drawing 

I  much  doubt  whether  what  he  fays  of  his  Redeemer 
can  be  fitly  applied  to  Chrift,  or  the  renovation  of 
his  Jkin  and  flejh  to  a  refurre&ion  from  the  dead : 
but  as  that  fine  pafiage  makes  a  part  of  the  moft  af¬ 
fecting  fervice  that  ever  was  compofed,  and  which 
has  often,  in  my  infancy,  melted  my  heart  within 
me,  and  raifed  my  foul  in  ecfiafy  to  Heaven,  when 
repeated  by  that  great  ornament  of  the  Church  of 
Ireland,  and  faithful  fervant  of  his  God,  my  dear 
and  early  friend,  Dr.  Skelton,  as  I  walked  with  him 
before  a  corpfe  to  the  grave;  I  fhould  be  forry  to 
deprive  others  of  the  like  fatisfa&ion,  and  will  there¬ 
fore  ciiticife  it  no  farther.  The  other  infiance,  Mar¬ 
tha  s  declaration,  may  be  fairly  confidered  as  the  re- 
fult  of  what  Chrifi  himfelf,  or  her  brother  Lazarus 
who  was  much  with  him,  had  taught  her;  for  we 
find,  in  the  5th  chapter  of  St.  John,  fix  chapters 
before  that  in  which  her  declaration  is  made,  that 

Chrifi  publicly  taught  in  the  Temple  the  refurrt&ion 
of  the  left  day . 

a  paral- 
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a  parrallel  between  his  refurredtion  and 
David’s  remaining  in  the  grave,  whereas, 
if  he  had  meant  that  his  hearers  fhould 
conceive  that  the  foul  of  Chnft  was  deli¬ 
vered  from  Hell ,  the  place  of  the  damned, 
he  ought  to  have  (hewn  them  that  David  s 
foul  was  (till  there ;  and  it  is  worthy  of 
remark,  that  when  St.  Paul  quotes  the 
fame  Pfalm  to  his  audience,  at  Antioch,  he 
goes  no  farther  than  the  words,  ‘Thou  Jhalt 
not  fujfer  thine  holy  one  to  fee  corruption , 
omitting  thofe  of  not  leaving  his  foul 
in  Hell ;  and  when  he  fpeaks  of  Chrift’s 
afeenfion  into  Heaven,  he  fays,  who  is  it 
that  afeended  into  Heaven  but  him  that  de¬ 
fended  into  the  earth  (not  into  Hell)  :  if, 
however,  Chnft  defended  into  Hell,  that 
Hell  muft  be  fome  where  below  us ;  but  as, 
according  to  the  prefent  philofophy ,  there 
is  neither  above  nor  below ,  but  in  reference 
to  the  refpedtive  centers  and  furfaces  of 
each  body,  therefore  Hell,  to  be  below  us, 
muft  be  in  the  center  of  our  earth,  and 

all 
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all  our  volcanos  may  be  fuppofed  to  be  its 
chimneys,  or  poffibly  entrances  into  it; 
for  we  all  have  read  that  its  gates  Jl and  open 
night  and  day ;  but  if  we  are  to  believe 
that  Chrift  or  his  foul  went  down  into  this 
Hell ,  we  ought  to  be  told  how  he  came 
back  again  to  the  fepulchre,  to  nle  from 
thence  on  the  third  day,  which  he  cer« 
tainly  muft  have  done,  unlefs  we  fuppofe, 
with  the  Chriftolytes,  to  whofe  ablurd 
faith  this  foifted  article  gave  the  occafion, 
that  he  left  his  foul  and  body  behind  him 
in  Hell.  But  let  us  examine  the  fad  as 
far  as  we  are  informed  of  it  by  the  Evan- 
o'elifts ;  St.  Luke  tells  us,  Chrift  laid  to 
one  of  the  thieves  upon  the  crofs,  This 
day  thou  Jhalt  be  with  me  in  Paradife  ;  and 
we  are  well  affured  that  his  body  was  laid 
in  the  fepulchre,  and  remained  there  from 
Friday  evening  until  Sunday  morning  . 
Now  let  me  alk  the  advocates  for  this 
furreptitious  article,  whether,  if  the  foul 
of  Chrift  went  both  to  Hell  and  Paradile, 

which 
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whicn  they  fuppofe  it  went  to  firft  ?  If  to 
Hell,  he  mud  have  taken  the  foul  of  the 
penitent  thief  along  with  him,  who  muft 
have  thought  it  at  leaft  a  round-about  way 
to  paradife,  and  entertained  fome  appre- 
henfions  that  his  conductor  had  mijlaken 
the  road ;  and  we  may  fafely  fay,  with 
the  ludicrous  poet,  “  that  he  was  the  firft 
thief  that  found,  and  laft  that  pafted  that 
“  way”  to  it;  indeed,  upon  this  fuppofition, 
it  would  not  be  unreafonable  to  fuppofe 
the  impenitent  thief  might  be  of  the  party, 
fo  far  as  the  going  into  Hell,  as  that  was 
to  be  the  place  of  his  defhnation  ;  but  if 
it  be  faid  that  t  hrift  or  his  foul  went  into 
Paradile,  and  leaving  there  the  penitent 
thief,  went  down  afterwards  into  Hell, 
the  article  ought  to  have  been  fo  exprefled, 

and  his  afcent  into  Paradife  put  before  his 
defcent  into  Hell. 

Indeed  I  cannot  conceive  the  reafon  which 
induced  the  Church  to  make  Chrift’s  de- 
icent  into  Hell,  an  article  of  our  faith,  and 

not 
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not  his  afcent  into  Paradife,  when  they  had 
Chrift’s  own  word  for  his  going  to  the  one, 
and  only  a  doubtful  prophecy  of  David,  and 
a  dark  expreflion  of  St.  Peter,  to  authorize 
the  other  ;  unlefs  it  was  for  the  fake  of 
giving  a  little  countenance  to  the  gainful 
dodtrine  of  purgatory  ;  for  the  adlual  fepa- 
ration  of  his  foul  and  body,  which  I  pre¬ 
fume  is  the  dodtrine  meant  to  be  inculcated, 
would  have  been  as  effectually  declared,  by 
laying  he  alcended  into  Paradile,  as  by  lay¬ 
ing  that  he  delcended  into  Hell.  But  what 
have  Chriftians  to  do  with  either,  that  they 
fhould  be  required  to  profefs  their  folemn 
belief  of  it  ?  It  is  enough  for  us  to  know, 
that  Chrift  died  for  our  fins ,  and  r of e  again 
for  our  juf  if  cation,  and  is  gone  into  Heaven 
to  make  inter cejjion  for  us. 

What  Church  upon  earth  is  that  Holy 
Catholic  Church ,  in  which  I  am  requir¬ 
ed  to  profefs  my  belief  ?  I  really  do 
not  know  !  As  a  member  of  the  Church 
of  England,  I  believe  it  to  be  not  only 
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the  beft  iu  Chriftendom,  but  fuperior 
to  all  exifting  Churches  ;  but  yet  I  cannot 
recoiled  that  I  ever  heard  it  ftyled  the  Holy 
Catholic  Church ;  and  I  am  equally  at  a 
lofs  to  know  what  Communion  of  Saints  it  is. 
that  I  am  required  to  believe  in  ;  for  I  have 
heard  of  none  upon  earth,  fince  the  regi¬ 
cides  of  the  feventeenth  century,  except  the 
inhabitants  of  Bofton  in  New  England,  in 

I 

neither  of  whofe  communion  do  I  fuppofe 
thofe  by  whom  this  article  was  framed  or 
enjoined  intend  I  fhould  believe. 

The  alteration  made  in  the  terms  in  which 
the  three  laft  articles  of  the  Apoftles’  Creed 
are  propofed  to  the  godfathers  and  godmothers 
of  an  infant  at  baptifm,  from  the  manner  in 
which  they  are  propofed  to  the  whole  con¬ 
gregation,  in  the  morning  and  evening  fer- 
vice,  has  never,  that  I  know  of,  been  ac¬ 
counted  for.  The  remijjion* of  fins,  and  the 
forgivenefs  of  fins,  convey  nearly ,  though 
not  exactly,  the  fame  idea  ;  but  the  refurrec- 
tion  of  the  flefh,  and  the  refur  re  ft  ion  of  the 
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body ,  are  very  different  things  indeed.— _ 

The  Apoftle  aflures  ns,  that  our  mortal  bo¬ 
dies  JIj  all  put  on  immortality ;  and  that  our  na¬ 
tural  bodies  fhall  be  xdhfeAjpiritual  bodies ,  and 
be  fafhioned  like  unto  Chrift’s  fpiritual  bo¬ 
dy  ;  all  of  which  deferiptions  utterly  exclude 
the  poffibility  of  the  refurre&ion  of  our  jlejh  ; 
and  if  it  was  raifed,  we  are  allured  it  could 
not  enter  the  kingdom  of  Heaven ,  which  is 
rather  an  unpleafant  circumftance  for  the 
defenders  of  this  doftrine  ;  but  indeed  no 
one  who  has  ever  read  Mr.  Locke’s  letters 
to  Stillingfleet,  or  the  difeourfes  of  that 
greateft  of  all  human  reafoners,  Bifhop  Sher- 
locke,  can  believe  in  the  refurredlion  of 
the  jlejh ?  or  fame  numerical  body*.  I 

fhall 

*  That  Chrift’s  body,  though  immaculate,  was 
fpiritualized  in  the  fepulchre,  may  be  fairly  colle&ed 
from  what  is  faid  of  it  after  his  refurre6lion.  When 
he  makes  himfelf  known  to  Mary  in  the  garden,  who 
would  immediately  have  laid  hold  of  his  feet,  he  fays, 
Touch  me  not ,  for  I  am  not  yet  afeended  to  my  father , 
which  I  conceive  to  mean,  “  You  cannot  touch  me, 

F  2  “  M- 


7&s  -  •._  ■■  •/:-  •  -cC  • 


t  36  ] 

fhall  rive  no  more  instances  under  this 


head,  though  others  are  not  wanting,  but 


proceed 


Mary,  for  my  body  is  now  prepared  to  alcend  to 
my  father.”  And  his  fudden  appearances,  and  va¬ 
nishing  from  among  his  difciples  at  all  other  times 
before  his  afcenfiort,  gives  good  ground  for  this  inter¬ 
pretation  :  nor  do  the  inftances  which  are  often  quoted 
of  the  materiality  of  his  body  contradid  it,  when 
clofely  examined.  For,  when  he  bleffed  and  brake 
the  bread  at  Emmaus,  it  is  not  faid  that  he  eat  it; 
and  when  he  invited  Thomas  to  thru  ft  his  finger  Into 
the  prints  of  the  nails ,  it  is  not  faid  that  Thomas  did 
fo,  for  he  was  fatisfied  with  feeing  them;  as  Chrift 
himfelf  fays,  Bccaufe ,  'Thomas ,  thou  haft  fieen ,  (not 
touched)  thou  haft  believed ;  and  although  Peter  fays, 
they  (the  Apoftles)  did  eat  and  drink  with  him,  after  he 
r  fie  from  the  dead,  that  does  not  imply  that  he  ate  and 
drank  with  them  ;  and  though  St.  Luke,  in  his  very 
abridged  account  in  his  Gofpel  of  Thrift’s  appearances, 
after  his  refurredlion,  fays,  that  he  took  the  piece  cf 
broiled fijh  and  honey-comb,  and  did  eat  before  them  ;  he 
does  not  repeat  his  eating  them  in  his  Introduction  to 
the  Ads;  and  St.  John,  who  is  much  more  particu¬ 
lar  in  relating  that  circumftance,  fays,  that  Jelus,  af¬ 
ter 
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proceed  to  a  third,  which  has  been  the 


rural,  though  mod  unhappy,  confequence 

of 


ter  defiring  the  difciples  to  come  and  dine ,  cometh  and 
taketh  the  bread ,  and  giveth  them ,  and  fifb  Ukcwife ; 
but  does  not  fay  he  ate  any  of  either  himfelf :  and  both 
Matthew  and  Mark  are  wholly  filent  upon  the  point. 
Indeed,  the  former  fays,  the  women,  whom  he  firft 
appeared  to,  held  him  by  the  feet ,  and  worjhipped  him  ; 
but  this  can  only  mean,  that  they  fell  at  his  feet,  and 
would  have  held  them,  and  killed  them,  as  one  of  them 
had  done  before  his  crucifixion,  but  that  they  were 
forbidden  to  do  fo  in  the  words  before  quoted  from  St. 
John.  There  is  no  inftance  of  Chrift’s  entering  a 
chamber  to  his  difciples  before  his  crucifixion,  but 
in  the  manner  of  other  men  \  and  if  no  change  had 
happened  in  his  body  after  his  death,  or  he  had  not 
intended  that  the  Apoftles  fhould  perceive  there  was, 
it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  he  would  have  done  other- 
wife  after  his  refurre£lion  ;  but  as  he  had  now  fully 
convinced  them  that  his  kingdom ,  which  they  were 
fo  eager  to  fee  eftablifhed,  was  not  of  this  world ,  he 
might  judge  it  proper  to  give  them  demonftrative  evi¬ 
dence  that  their  bodies  might  be  rendered  capable  of 

entering  into,  and  enjoying  it,  where  it  was  to  be. 

That 
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of  the  preceding,  viz,  the  miftaken  zeal  of 
many,  in  reprefenting  and  defending  thofe 
interpolations  and  expofitions  of  men,  as 
the  very  words  of  Chrift  or  his  Apoftles, 
and  thus  departing  from  the  plain  declara¬ 
tions  of  Scripture,  in  fearch  of  cunningly-de - 
vifed fables ,  and  fo  involving  the  two  toge^ 
ther,  that  every  advantage  the  adverfaries  of 
Chriftianity  gain  over  the  one  is  fuppofed  to 
be  a  triumph  over,  or  confutation  of,  the 
other.  For  inftance,  the  Athanafian  Creed 
is  reprefented  and  defended  as  fo  literally 
copied  from  the  Evangelifts  and  Apoftles, 
that  whoever  refufes  his  content  to  every 
tittle  of  it,  is  confidered  as  a  difbeliever  of 
Chrift’s  Divinity,  and  a  denyer  of  the  three 

That  Chrift  could  render  his  body,  however  fpiritu- 
alized,  tangeable  as  well  as  vifible,  there  can  be  no 
doubt;  and  therefore  his  having  been  felt  or  handled, 
would  by  no  means  prove  its  materiality  ;  but  as  ma¬ 
ny  idle  things  have  been  faid  about  the  manner  of  his 
appearances  and  difappearances,  I  thought  it  right  to 
examine  the  relations  of  the  fads  thus  critically. 

diftinc- 
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diftinCtions  in  the  Divine  Nature  in  which 
we  are  commanded  to  be  baptized  ;  and 
what  is  (till  more  to  be  lamented,  many 
who  go  to  that  creed  to  learn  Chriftianity, 
as  conceiving  it  to  contain  nothing  but  what 
all  Chriftians  muft  and  do  believe,  come 
away  (hocked  or  confounded,  and  in  com¬ 
pliment  to  their  own  reafon,  or  to  preforv^ 
it,  enlift  under  the  banners  of  Deifm ;  info* 
much,  that  I  really  believe  that  creed  has 
made  more  Deifts  than  all  the  writings  of 
all  the  opugners  of  Chriftianity,  (ince  it  was 
firft  unfortunately  adopted  in  our  liturgy  ; 
and  that  reflection  is  a  proper  introduction 
to  the  laft  head  of  complaint  I  have  to  dif- 
cufs,  which  is,  that  the  rulers  ofourChurch, 
though  fenfible  themfelves  of  thefe  impro¬ 
prieties,  continue  to  prefs  them  on  their 
clergy  and  flocks,  and  oppofe  all  attempts 
to  reform  or  correCt  them.  But  here  my 
lamentations  are  turned  to  rejoicing  ;  for, 
inftead  of  finding  fubjeCls  of  complaint, 
there  is  abundant  caufe  for  exultation.  The 

great 
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great  and  excellent  rulers  of  our  Church 
have  already  given  their  fa  nation  to  the 
greater  part  of  the  reforms  I  have  been 
pointing  out,  but  becaufe  I  conceive  that 
matters  of  fuch  momentous  concern  ought 
not  to  be  lightly  fet  about,  or  haftily  con¬ 
cluded,  nor  take  place  before  they  are  gene¬ 
rally  defired,  I  have  taken  this  method  of 
bringing  them  under  the  public  confidera- 
tion,  that  they  may  have  a  fair  and  candid 
difcuffion,  before  any  ftep  is  taken  towards 
obtaining  authority  to  carry  them  into  exe¬ 
cution. 

Among  the  many  and  great  advantages 
this  kingdom  has  derived,  as  well  as  immi¬ 
nent  dangers  it  has  efcaped,  through  the  re¬ 
paration  of  the  thirteen  American  States 
from  its  Government*,  may  be  reckoned 
the  erection  of  an  American  epifcopal 
Church,  independent  of  that  of  England ; 


*  This  fubjedt  will  be  fully  confidered  in  a  publi¬ 
cation  now  preparing  for  the  prefs. 
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the  heads  of  which  have  availed  themfelves 
of  the  opportunity  to  make  thofe  reforms 
in  the  liturgy,  which  were  long  fince  pro- 
pofed  and  fettled  by  the  great  divines  who 
flourifhed  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne.  To 
the  orthodoxy  of  this  reformed  liturgy,  our 
whole  illuftrious  bench  of  Bilhops  have  fet 
their  feal,  by  the  confecration  of  Bifhops  to 
prefide  over  and  fuperintend  the  American 
Church  in  the  ufe  of  it.  Thus  fan&ioned, 
I  have  caufed  it  to  be  reprinted  and  publifh- 
ed  here*',  for  the  general  information  of  all 
denominations  of  Chriftians,  but  efpeci- 
ally  the  members  of  the  eftablifhed  Church  ; 
and  I  have  annexed  to  this  paper  the 
proceedings  of  the  American  Convention, 
and  the  letters  to  them  from  the  Englifh 
Bifhops  upon  the  fubjedt  of  their  new 
eftablifhment  and  reformed  liturgy;  and 
whoever  reads  them  over,  without  feel- 
in  2f  his  heart  burn  within  him ,  at  the  mani- 

o 

*  Printed  for  J.  Debrett,  oppofite  Burlington 
Houfe,  Piccadilly. 
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inflations  they  difplay  of  that  truly  Chriftian 
fpirit ;  that  foundnefs  of  judgement  and  be¬ 
nevolence  of  heart  which  the  writers  fo 
eminently  poflefs,  deferves  not  to  be  of  the 
flock  of  fuch  fhepherds,  or  wants  fentiment 
to  enjoy  the  bleffings  within  his  reach. 

But  although  the  adoption  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  Reforms  would  do  much  towards  the 
eafe  of  tender  confciences  among  us,  yet  I 
am  free  to  confefs,  that  I  think  there  would 
ftill  remain  many  fumbling  blocks  and  rocks 
of  offence ,  to  prevent  the  univerfal  fpreading 
of  our  holy  religion  ;  and  as  I  have  proceed¬ 
ed  fo  far,  I  will  venture  on,  and  ftate  fuch 
farther  objections  to  our  liturgy  as  I  hum¬ 
bly  conceive  would  ftill  deprive  it  of  the 
palm  of  perfection,  if  unattended  to. 

That  He,  to  whom  all  power  is  given , 
both  in  Heaven  and  in  Earth ,  and  all  the  an¬ 
gels  of  God  are  commanded  to  worfiip ,  is  enti¬ 
tled  to  the  prayers  and  praifes  of  men  whom 
he  hath  redeemed,  there  can  be  no  doubt ; 
and  therefore  fuch  petitions  or  ejaculations 

of 
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of  praife  as  we  addrefs  to  Chrift,  cannot  be 
deemed  idolatrous ;  but  as  Chrift  himfelf 
has  taught  and  commanded  us  to  pray  to  the 
Father  alone,  and  to  look  up  to  him  as  our 
mediator  and  interceflor  with  the  Father, 
there  is  an  evident  impropriety  in  directing 
the  petitions  in  the  litany  to  Chrift  him¬ 
felf,  and  to  him  only  ;  and  what  renders 
the  impropriety  the  greater,  is,  that  in  all 
the  prayers,  both  before  and  after  the  li¬ 
tany,  the  Father  alone  is  addrefled  through 
the  intercejfion  and  mediation  of  Jefus  Chrift  ; 
and  thus  we,  at  the  fame  time,  or  in  the 
fame  fervice,  requeft  of  Chrift  to  do  thofe 
things  for  us  of  himfelf,  which  we  requeft 
the  Father  to  do  for  us,  for  Chrift’s  fake. 
But  as  all  confufion  of  ideas  is,  as  much  as 
poffible,  to  be  avoided  in  our  addre  fifes  to 
the  Deity,  if  it  be  thought  fit  to  addrefs 
the  Son  feparately,  we  ought  to  be  careful 
to  do  it  in  the  name  and  relation  by  which 
he  is  made  known  unto  us,  as  partaking  of 
the  Divine  Nature  and  attributes.  To  pray 
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to  Chrift,  therefore,  as  the  fon  of  David , 
which  implies  his  human  nature,  to  have 
mercy  upon  us,  is  manifeftly  improper,  as 
we  fhould  readily  perceive,  if  we  were  di¬ 
rected  to  call  him  the  fon  of  Mary  inftead 
of  the  fon  of  David 

Much 

*  The  blind  man,  and  the  multitude  who  attend¬ 
ed  Chrift  into  Jerufalem,  from  whom  this  petition  is 
borrowed,  did  not  know  him  for  the  Son  of  God, 
and  the  mercy  Bartimeus  delired,  was  to  receive  his 
fights  not  the  forgivenefs  of  his  fins.  The  altera¬ 
tions  that  would  obviate  thefe  objections  to  our  Li¬ 
tany  are  not  many,  nor  could  the  moft  zealous  Tri¬ 
nitarian  take  offence  at  their  being  made :  I  fhall  here 
propofe  them  for  confideration.  In  the  fecond  and 
third  petitions  of  the  Litany,  leave  out  the  word  Gad 
and  infert  Eternal  in  its  place,  which  would  make 
them  run,  O  Eternal  Son ,  and  0  Eternal  Holy  Ghofi ; 
and  the  third  might  be  altered  in  this  manner,  O 
holy  and  glorious  'Trinity^  Father ’,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghofi) 
one  r  God,  blcfied  for  evermore:  and  the  latter  part  of 
the  5th — -into  Spare  thou  them  • whom  thy  Son  hath  re¬ 
deemed  with  his  mofi  precious  blood:  and  the  word  thy , 
might  be  changed  into  his  in  the  nth  and  12th  peti¬ 
tions  ; 
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Much  offence  is  juftly  given  by  certain 
paflages  in  lome  of  the  Boolcs  of  the  Old 
Teftament,  which  are  declared  to  be  cano- 
nical  in  the  6th  article  of  our  Church,  and 
denominated  Scripture ;  but,  as  St.  Paul 

tions ,  and,  in  the  conclufton,  inftead  of  grant  us  thy 
peace ,  might  be  faid,  make  inter cejfion  for  us ;  and  in¬ 
flead  of  have  mercy  upon  us,  grant  us  thy  grace ;  and  in¬ 
ftead  of  from  our  enemies  defend  us,  0  Chrif ,  defend 
us,  O  God ,  and  leaving  out  the  Son  of  David  and  the 
petition  which  follows  it.  The  refponfe  to  it  would 
then  follow  the  petition  to  God,  favourably  with 
mercy  to  hear  our  prayers,  and  all  the  reft  might  remain 
as  they  are.  Should  the  Litany,  thus  altered,  be 
ftill  objefted  to  by  thofe  who  call  themfelves  Unita¬ 
rians,  becaufe  of  our  feparately  addrefling  the  Son 
and  Holy  Ghoft,  which  they  call  polytheifm ;  I  have 
only  this  defence  to  make  for  it,  that  I  know  of  no 
religion  or  morality  but  what  comes  from  God,  for 
it  is  his  will  which  makes  both,  and  my  duty  in  both 
cafes  arifes  out  of  my  knowledge,  or  means  of  know¬ 
ing  that  will,  and,  therefore,  to  know  his  will,  and 
to  be  affured  that  it  is  his  will,  are  the  only  objefts 

of  my  concern,  and  I  care  not  by  what  name  I  am 

* 

called  for  obeying  it. 

tells 
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tells  Timothy  that  all  Scripture  was  given 
ly  infpiration  of  God ,  the  fair  confequencc 
to  be  drawn,  is,  that  whatever  cannot  be 
proved  to  be  written  by  infpired  penmen, 
is  not  to  be  deemed  Scripture ,  and  as  fuch 
writings  were  intended  to  be  the  rule  of 
our  faith  and  practice  in  all  ages  of  the 
world,  it  may  be  expe&ed  that  they  will 
carry  in  them  an  internal  or  perpetual  evi¬ 
dence  of  their  infpiration:  this  evidence, 
the  five  books  of  Moles,  in  which  the  whole 
of  the  Jewilh  law  is  contained,  and  the 
four  greater  and  twelve  leifer  prophets, 
abundantly  furnilh  ;  and  in  two  inftances, 
our  Saviour  himfelf  expreffly  refers  to  them 
as  the  only  facred  writings,  and  which  alone 
contain  all  things  that  were  then  necefiary 
to  falvation,  viz.  in  the  anfwer  which  he 
makes  Abraham  give  to  Dives,  and  in  his 
own  to  the  Lawyer,  who  had  alked  him 
which  was  the  firjl  and  great  commandment ; 
and  St.  Paul  is  recorded  by  St.  Luke  to 
have  expounded  and  tejlified  the  kingdom  of 

God 
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God  to  the  Jews  at  Rome,  out  of  the  law  of 
Mofes ,  and  out  of  the  Prophets  only  ;  thofe, 
and  thofe  only ,  therefore,  with  the  Books  of 
the  New  Teftament,  fhould  be  commanded 
to  be  received  as  containing  the  mind  and 
will  of  God ,  and  the  others  only  read  as 
the  apocryphal  books  now  are,  for  “  Ex- 
“  ample  of  life,  and  inftrudtion  of  man- 
“  ners  for  they  may  be  all  very  true  and 
very  authentic  hiftories ;  but  every  true  and 
authentic  hiftory  is  not  therefore  to  be  deem¬ 
ed  Scripture,  or  made  an  article  of  faith. 

The  expreffion  of  Chrift’s  fitting  at  the 
right  hand  of  God ,  the  Father  Almighty, 
though  literally  taken  from  Scripture,  is, 

I  humbly  conceive,  unfit  to  be  ufed  in  our 
Creed,  becaufe,  though  it  is  evidently  figu¬ 
rative,  it  leads  the  mind  to  perfonify ,  or  give 
a  body  to  the  Father,  the  doing  of  which, 
is,  of  all  things,  the  mod;  politively  and 

, 

clearly  forbidden ;  and,  as  I  before  obferved, 

o 

upon  fuch  exprelfions,  it  is  a  very  different 

i 

thing,  to  conceive  rightly  their  meaning 

when 


when  propofed  to  us,  and  to  exprefs  our 
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belief  of  the  exprejjions  themfelves,  by  re- 
peating  them ;  for,  although  every  man 
underftands  the  expreffion  of  Chrift  fitting 
at  the  right  hand  of  God  as  meaning  only 
his  exaltation  to  the  firft  place  of  power  and 
dignity  with  the  Father,  yet,  if  he  expreflf- 
ly  fays,  that  he  belives  that  Chrift  is  fitting 
at  the  right  hand  of  God ,  he  neceflfarily  de¬ 
clares,  in  terms,  his  belief  that  God  has 
hands ;  and,  therefore,  I  conceive  that  ano¬ 
ther  expreffion  ufed  by  St.  Paul,  in  his 
Epiftle  to  the  Hebrews,  to  convey  the  fame 
idea,  might  be  fubftituted  with  lefs  danger 
of  perfonifying  the  Father,  which  is,  that 
Chrift,  when  he  afcended  into  Heaven,  fat 
down  on  the  right  hand  of  the  Majefy  on 
High ;  or,  according  to  Chrift’ s  own  expref¬ 
fion  in  St.  Luke,  fits  on  the  right  hand  of 
the  power  of  God .  I  omit  to  take  notice  of 
fmaller  matters,  fuch  as  mif-tranilations 

Q 

and  obfolete  meanings  of  words,  becaufe  I 
would  not  be  thought  to  be  too  minute  in 


matters 
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matters  of  fuch  high  and  univerfal  impor¬ 
tance,  and  therefore  I  fhall  clofe  this  head 
with  exprelim g  my  lincere  belief,  that  if 
thefe  reforms  were  made  in  our  liturgy 
and  articles,  not  one  of  which  militate  in 
the  leaft  againft  any  dodlrine  which  the 
Church  deems  neceffary  to  the  falvation  of 
Chriftians,  or  would  at  all  affeft  her  {la¬ 
bility  or  authority,  every  real  objection  to 
our  public  fervice  would  be  removed,  and 
an  effectual  door  opened  to  reconcile  and 
receive  the  great  body  of  Proteftant  Dilien- 
ters,  and  the  not  lefs  numerous  claffes  of 
abfenters  from  her  communion  and  ordi¬ 
nances :  nay,  I  am  perfuaded,  Jews,  Turks, 
and  Infidels,  wTould  be  led  to  think  more 
favourably  of  Chriftianity,  and  inclined  to 
embrace  a  faith  which  offered  no  tenet  re¬ 
pugnant  to  their  reafon,  and  the  notions 
they  already  had  of  the  Deity,  or  required 
them  to  exprefs  their  belief  in  any  terms 
but  fuch  as  they  underftood  the  meaning  of, 
The  propagation  of  the  Goplei  among  In- 

H  fidels 
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fidels  is  certainly  a  work  of  great  charity, 
uid  becoming  the  profeflors  of  the  moft 
benevolent  Religion  that  mankind  were 
ever  blelied  with ;  blit  furely  we  fhall  fet 
about  that  work  with  better  promife  of  fuc- 
cefs,  if  we  firft  correct  whatever  may  be 
amifs  in  our  own  fyftems  and  (economy.  It 
is  good  advice  to  every  reformer,  to  begin 
with  mending  himfelf ;  and  if  every  Church 
and  every  feet  would  follow  it,  we  fhould 
prefently  be  of  one  heart  and  one  mind,  as 
were  the  primitive  Chriftians,  before  the 
riches  and  honours  of  this  world  were 
thrown  among  them  to  fcramble  for. 

But  to  render  the  Chnftian  fyitem  as 
comolete  as  its  divine  Author  intended  it, 
and  not  only  a  perfect  rule  of  action,  but 
the  enlarger  of  feitnee,  the  elevator  of  our 
conceptions,  the  director  of  our  judgement, 
and  the  perfect] oner  of  our  nature,  it  will 
be  proper  to  correct  our  fpecidative  errors, 


even  in  things  not  eflential  to  the  belief  or 


practice  of  toe  bulk  of  mankind.  This  is 


a  lub- 


ni 


L  5 1  ] 

a  fubjedt  I  enter  upon,  with  the  greateft 
diffidence  of  my  own  judgement  and  fuffici- 
ency  for  its  difcuffion.  The  wildernefs  of 
{peculation  is  an  extenfive  one,  and  where 
I  am  about  to  penetrate,  I  perceive  ;io  track 
to  direct  or  guide  me  through  its  mazes  ; 
bull  have  the  diftant  glimmering  of  the  (tar 
of  Revelation  before  me,  and  I  truft  I  ffiall 
receive  fuch  a  portion  of  its  rays,  as  will 
keep  my  ileps  from  wandering  into  dange¬ 
rous  errors  ;  and  therefore  I  will  venture 
on. 

The  apoftacy  and  expuliion  of  the  fallen 

angels  ;  their  enmity  to  mankind ;  man’s 

original  date  of  innocence,  and  his  fall  from 
o 

it ;  and  his  redemption,  by  the  Son  of  God’s 
affumiiis:  his  nature  and  buffering  death,  are 

O 

all  matters  of  faff,  which,  with  all  true 
Chriftians,  I  fincerely  believe,  becaufe  they 
are  contained  in  the  holy  feriptures  ;  but  f 
•confefs  I  have  never  heard  fuch  an  account 
of  them  as  fatisfied  me  refbe&ing  their  hii- 
tary,  or  reconciled  them  tv.  my  notion  of 

II  2  til' 
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the  being  and  attributes  of  God  :  and  I  will 
briefly  (but  fairly)  ftate  the  difficulties 
which  have  occurred  to  me.  The  leader 
of  the  Angels  who,  we  are  told,  kept  not 
their  firjl  ejiate ,  is  reprefented  to  have  been 
of  the  higheft  order  in  Heaven.  His  ca¬ 
pacity  for  happinefs,  and  the  meafure  he 
enjoyed  of  it,  muft  have  been  greater  than 
others  in  proportion  to  the  exaltednefs  of 
his  ftation,  and  the  perfection  of  his  intel¬ 
lects.  Nay,  if  we  reafon  by  analogy,  and 
fuppofe  that  angels  have  their  progreffion  in 
improvement,  as  well  as  men  and  all  other 
creatures,  we  muft  believe  that  Lucifer,  for 
fo  he  was  called  when  an  archangel,  had 
arrived  to  the  high  ftation  he  then  flood  in, 
by  a  long  feries  of  faithful  fervices,  and 
ready  obedience  to  the  will  of  his  Creator  : 
vhat  fufficient  caufe,  then,  has  ever  been 
affigned  for  his  revolt  againft  God,  or  who 
could  have  feduced  him  from  his  allegiance, 
and  mitigated  him  to  wage  war  with  the 


Omnipotent  Milton’s  fine  imagination  has 
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drefied  up  a  fable,  which  is  the  only  hiftory 
that  I  know  of  which  has  ever  been  attempted 
to  be  given  of  this  aftcnifhing  event ;  but  the 
caufe  he  fuppofes  militates  diredtly  againft  the 
eternity  and  divinity  of  the  Son  of  God,  and 
cannot  therefore  be  admitted  by  Chriflians ; 
for  if  the  Son  partakes  of  the  divine  nature, 
and  exifted  from  all  Eternity,  Lucifer  mu  ft 
have  known  it,  and  could  not  therefore 
have  been  offended  at  the  command  to  wor¬ 
ship  him.  His  enmity  to  the  new  creature 

-man,  as  the  work  of  the  Son  of  God,  is  indeed 

\ 

naturally  enough  accounted  for,  upon  Mil¬ 
ton’s  fuppolition  ;  but  it  is  beyond  all  con¬ 
ception  improbable,  that  the  Son  of  God, 
who  muit  have  known  and  forefeen  that 
enmity,  fhould  have  fuffered  him  to  gratify 
it,  and  deftroy  the  favourite  work  of  his 
hands,  almoft  as  foon  as  he  had  completed 
it  ;  or  had  the  angels  to  whom  he  commit¬ 
ted  the  guard  of  Faradife,  permitted  the  ene¬ 
my  to  enter,  their  inattention  would  have 

furely  been  recorded,  and  wc  (liould  have 

found 
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found  them  numbered  with  the  tranfgrejfors * 
X  hat  the  circumfcance  in  which  man  dif¬ 
obeyed  his  Creator,  was  the  eating  the  for- 
biaden  ir mt,  at  the  inAigation  of  him  who 
is  called  the  Serpent,  we  cannot  doubt ; 
but  the  reprefentations  made  by  all  poets 
and  painters,  of  the  tranfadion,  are  in  the 
high  eft  degree  abfurd.  T  he  fhape  a  flu  nae  d  by 
Satan,  is  reprefented  by  them  as  that  of  a 
large  fhake,  twined  round  an  appletree,  from 
which  he  is  fuppofed  to  have  ad  drefled  Eve, 
who,  infread  of  being  frightened  at  hearing 
a  fhake  fpeak  for  the  find  time,  and  running 
away  to  her  hufband,  as  the  ftoutefl:  of  her 
daughters  would  have  done,  enters  into  a 
friendly  colloquy  with  him,  and  not  only 
takes  the  reptile’s  word,  in  contradiction 

.  i 

to  what  God  him! elf  had  told  her,  but 
-gives  him  implicit  credit  for  knowing 
the  councils  of  the  Moft  High ;  for 
'God,  fays  he,  doth  hiow,  that  by  eating  it , 
you  fall  become  as  Gids ;  and  according¬ 
ly  fhe  takes  the  eats  a  part  of  it,  and 
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aives  the  reft  to  her  hufband.  That  hui- 
band,  too,  frefh  out  of  the  hands  of  his 
Creator,  and  in  frequent  conference  with 
him,  gives  an  eafy  credit  to  the  tale  of  his 
wife,  and  takes  the  fnake’s  word  at  fecond- 
hand,  to  authorize  him  in  difobeying  the 
pofitive  command  of  the  Almighty,  and, 
without  any  repugnance,  eats  up  the  apple. 
Now,  let  us  ftop,  to  confider  not  only  how 
weak  and  filly  thefe  perfect  creatures  appear 
to  be,  from  this  reprefentation,  but  alfo 
how  enormoufly  criminal  in  the  fight  of 
God.  God  had  not  only  forbid  them  to 
eat  of  the  fruit,  but  had  told  them,  that  in 
the  day  they  did  eat  of  it ,  they  fieould  fur  elf 
die .  They  not  only  difobey  God,  in  eating 
it,  but  they  do  it  under  the  affurance  of  the 
ferpent  that  God  had  told  them  a  lie,  and 
meant  to  deceive  them  ;  for  that  they  fhould 
not  die,  but  become  as  Gods  :  and  thus  is 
their  difheHef  of  God’s  word  made  the  fore¬ 
runner  or  caufe  Aw  tins  reprefentation)  of 

their  a<ft  of  difobedkace  ;  and  their  infidelity 

appears 
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appears  to  be  the  occafion  of  man’s  mifery. 
Was  it,  then,  to  reftore  fuch  weak  and 
wicked  creatures  (for  greater  turpitude  can¬ 
not  well  be  imagined)  to  a  condition  they 
had  lo  wilfully  and  wantonly  forfeited,  that 

the  Son  of  God  emptied  himfelf  of  his  Di~ 
•  • 

vnnty,  took  upon  him  a  human  body,  con¬ 
tinued  in  it  thirty-eight  years  upon  earth, 
and  at  laid  buffered  a  painful  and  ignominious 
death  ;  while  the  glorious  angels  that  had 
alfo  fallen,  are  condemned  to  everlaftin0* 
torments  ?  This,  indeed,  might  well  be 
called  marvellous ,  even  in  cur  eyes .  But  it  is 
almoft  as  great  a  wonder,  that  none  of  the 
bright  ornaments  of  the  clerical  profeffion, 
which  have  appeared  among  us,  fince  the 
revival  of  letters,  have  ever  (that  I  have 
lead  of)  attempted  to  give  a  better  account 

A  t 

of  io  aftonifhing  a  tranfa&ion,  but  have 
contented  themfelves  with  taking  the  ac- 
count,  as  it  came  handed  down  to  them, 
and  exercifed  their  great  talents  and  deep 
learning,  in  palliating  the  objections  and* 

fmooth- 
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fmoothing  the  difficulties  with  which  it  was 
attended  ;  for  none  of  them  have  ever  been 
able  to  anfwei*  or  remove  them.  Let  not 
then  an  attempt  to  do,  what  fo  many  great 
luminaries  of  the  Church  have  declined, 
be  deemed  too  prefumptuous  in  a  layman, 
more  verfed  in  the  wavs  of  men  than  in 

j 

the  fequeftrations  of  a  cloyfter  ;  for  per¬ 
haps  that  very  acquaintance  with  human 
policy  which  his  fituation  gave  him,  may 
have  led  him  into  a  train  of  thinking,  which 
may  enable  him  better  to  develope  the 
mazes  of  celeftial  and  infernal  polity,  than 
the  moft  fludious  and  contemplative  way 
of  life  could  have  done.  Be  that,  how¬ 
ever,  as  it  may,  and  whatever  may  be  his 
fuccefs,  he  trufts  he  ffiall  be  excufed  for 
doing  his  beft  to  corredt  erroneous  opini¬ 
ons,  and  extend  the  boundaries  of  human 
knowledge,  and  fo  more  fully  vindicate  the 
‘ways  of  God  to  man .  To  begin,  then, 
where  all  things  have  their  beginning, 
with  the  infinite  and  eternal  Being,  inftead 
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of  confidering  Him  as  exifting  a  folitary 
Being  for  an  eternity,  as  it  is  abfurdly 
called,  before  he  created  any  thing,  and  in 
utter  darknefs,  as  light  is  as  much  a  crea¬ 
ture  as  a  man  is,  I  fhatl  fuppofe  him  ever 
in  the  exercife  of  his  attributes,  and  always 
furrounded  with  light  and  glory,  and  hoffs 
of  intelligent  creatures,  the  works  of  his 
hands  ;  for  is  it  more  difficult  to  conceive 
the  Deity  to  be  always  acting ,  than  to  con¬ 
ceive  him  always  exifting  ?  The  difficulty 
only  lies  in  our  fixing  a  period  or  date  to 
his  beginning  to  work,  and  the  neceffary 
confequence  is,  that  we  fuppofe  he  muft 
have  exifted  an  Eternity*,  before  that  date 

or 

*  Eternity,  inltead  of  being  reprefented  as  a  line 
infinitely  extended,  fhould  be  confidered  as  an  unit  or 
inflant,  without  fucceflion  or  progreflion,  and  to 
have  no  relation  to  any  thing  but  the  Deity,  in  whofe 
exifience  it  is  comprehended;  for  to  him  all  things 
are  continually  prefent,  and  the  revolutions  which 
make  tim s  to  his  creatures,  do  not  refpeft  him  ;  for 

one 
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or  period;  whereas,  by  confidering  him  as 
always  afting,  and  all  things  moving  in 
perpetual  fucceflion,  we  get  rid  of  the  ab- 
furdity,  and  entertain  notions  of  the  Deity 
more  fuitable  to  his  wondrous  power  and 
goodnefs,  and  more  analogous  to  what  we 
fee  and  know  of  his  works.  For  what  is 
there  that  we  are  acquainted  with,  that  is 
not  in  a  ftate  of  continual  progreflion  ?  and 
what  is  there  that  hath  life,  that  is  not 
both  child  and  parent,  rifes  out  of  the 
ruins  of  what  went  before  it,  and  becomes 
the  fubflance  of  fomething  that  follows 
it ;  and  the  little  fyftem  to  which  our 
earth  belongs,  which  we  know  was 
brought  into  exigence,  in  its  prefent  form, 
about  fix  thoufand  years  fince,  was  proba¬ 
bly  formed  out  of  the  ruins  of  a  former. 


9ne  of  their  days,  and  a  thoufand  of  their  years  is  all  the 
fame  to  his  duration  and  Omnifcience,  as  is  the  ex- 
panfion  or  contraction  of  the  orbits  of  all  the  heavenly 
bodies,  that  occupy  the  immeafurable  concave  that 
furrounds  us,  to  his  Infinity. 
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and  will  become  the  materials  of  another* 
when  it  has  fulfilled  its  period*.  In  this 
imiverfal  progrefiion,  intelligent,  as  well 
as  material  beings  are  included  ;  for  there 

*  The  late  difcovery  of  the  Prufiian  agronomical 
profefior  Euler ,  that  the  earth,  in  every  revolution, 
narrows  her  orbit,  and  draws  nearer  to  the  fun,  and 
confequently  will,  in  a  courfe  of  years,  come  within 
its  vortex,  and  be  confumed  by  it,  corroborates  the 

t-. 

Mofaic  account  of  the  recent  creation  of  our  fyftem, 
and  the  Chriftian  thefis  of  its  deftru&ion  by  fire;  but 
it  is  only  to  our  fyftem  that  Mofes*s  account  is  to  be 
applied  ;  for  what  have  we  to  do  with  any  other  ?  It 
would  be  juft  as  wife  to  fuppofe  that  God  created  that 
infinity  of  luminous  bodies,  which  Herfchell’s  im¬ 
provement  of  the  telefcope  has  made  known  to  us, 
the  rays  of  whofe  light  have  fcarcely  travelled  down 
to  us  fince  our  creation,  for  our  foie  ufe  and  benefit, 
as  to  fuppofe  the  Eternal  Being  had  only  began  the 
work  of  creation  fix  thoufand  years  fince ;  and  the 
mite  has  as  good  reafon  to  imagine  there  were  never 
any  cheefes  made  before  the  one  which  he  inhabits, 
and  that  it  was  made  entirely  for  his  ufe. 

fa 
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is  as  much  room  for  improvement  in  af- 
cending  towards  infinite  perfection,  as  there 
is  for  projection  into  infinite  fpace.  A  ca¬ 
pacity  for  improvement  implies  free  agen¬ 
cy  ;  and  free  agency  cannot  operate,  with¬ 
out  an  objeCt  for  choice ;  and  this  leads 

me  to  fuppofe  that  angels  are  expofed  to 

♦ 

trial  in  every  gradation,  and  that  the 
higheft  are  not  exempt  from  it,  though 
their  intellectual  powers  improve  as  they 
advance. 

Known  unto  God  are  all  his  works ; 
but  the  portions  of  his  divine  Prefcience, 
which  he  diftributes  among  his  intelligent 
creatures,  we  muft  fuppofe,  is  according 
to  their  ftations  and  degrees  of  perfection. 
That  the  prefcience  of  angels  is  much  be- 
pond  our’s,  we  may  fafely  allow  ;  and  that 
among  them,  the  archangels’  tranfcends 
that  of  the  inferior  orders. 

Why  it  has  always  been  taken  for  grant¬ 
ed  that  the  angels’  apoftacy  preceded  man’s 

creation, 


[  ] 

creation,  I  cannot  conceive  ;  for  there  is 
no  warranty  for  it  from  Scripture  ;  and 
tnerefore  I  fhall  take  the  liberty  to  fuppole 
it  did  not ;  and  I  think  I  have  the  authority 
of  David  and  St.  Paul  on  my  fide.  The 
former  fays  of  man  to  God,  Thhou  madejl 
him  a  little  lower  than  the  angels  ;  and  St. 
Paul  repeats  David’s  words  in  his  Epiftle 
to  the  Hebrews.  But  if  angels  had  fallen 
before  man  was  made,  it  could  not  have 
been  faid  with  truth  by  either,  that  man 
was  made  a  little  lower  than  them  5  but  be- 
lides,  St.  Paul,  in  his  Epiflle  to  the  Corin¬ 
thians,  diredlly  afierts  man’s  fupenonty  to 
the  fallen  angels,  by  faying.  Do  ye  not 
know  that  the  faints  fhall  judge  the  worlds 
and,  know  ye  not  that  we  f Jail  judge  angels ? 
Such  a  prefcience  of  man’s  deftination,  and 
of  the  fadl  of  the  future  exaltation  of  his 
nature,  without  the  manner  of  it,  as  fhould 
furnifh  matter  for  their  fpeculation,  and 
trial  of  their  obedience  and  fubmiffion  to 
the  Divine  Will,  it  might  pleafe  the  Al- 

mighty 
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mighty  to  permit  the  angels  to  acquire  at 
the  time  of  man’s  creation  ;  and  no  fub- 
jeCt  can  be  imagined  more  apt  to  alarm 
the  pride,  and  excite  indignation  in  an 
archangel,  than  the  apprehenlion  of  fee¬ 
ing  a  creature,  fo  much  his  inferior  in  all 
xelpeCts,  exalted  above  him  ;  and  as  Luci¬ 
fer  was  one  of  the  firft  order,  or  probably 
the  higheft  of  all,  his  pride  was  likely  to 
be  moft  hurt,  and  moft  apt  to  fet  his  in¬ 
genuity  to  work  to  devife  means  to  prevent 
the  intended  indignity  to  himfelf  and  his 
companions.  To  oppofe  by  force  the  will 
of  the  Almighty,  or  of  his  Son,  they  mu  ft 
have  known  to  be  vain  ;  and  therefore  to 
circumvent  his  purpofe,  and  prevent  their 
own  humiliation,  by  ftratagem,  muft  have 
been  their  only  hope ;  and  what  method 
more  practicable  could  their  imagination 
fuggeft,  than  the  mifleading  the  new  crea¬ 
ture,  and  caufing  him  to  offend  his  Ma¬ 
ker  ?  as  that  muft  effectually  prevent  his 

exal- 
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exaltation.  With  this  intent,  Lucifer,  the 
archangel,  came  down  to  Eden,  or,  as  St* 
Paul  expreffes  it,  left  his  own  habitation, 
in  that  fhape  which  the  other  angels  ap¬ 
peared  in  to  Adam,  which  was  that  of  a 
flying  dragon  or  ferpent,  or  cherubim* 
furrounded  with  foecenah  or  luminous 
rays  which  always  attended  the  heavenly 
vifitors.  To fuch  appearances  Eve  was  ao 
cuftomed,  as  well  as  to  their  voice  ;  and  as 
fhe  rightly  conceived  Lucifer  to  be  of  the 
heavenly  hoft,  and  a  meffenger  from  the 
Moft  High,  (lie  naturally  gave  ear  to  what 
he  told  her,  and  fubmitted  her  own  con¬ 
ception  of  God’s  command  to  the  high 
authority  of  this  heavenly  expofitor ;  or, 
as  fhe  told  her  tale  to  God,  with  that  fxm- 
plicity  which  never  accompanies  turpitude 
of  heart,  the  ferpent  beguiled  her,  and  Jhe 
did  eat .  Her  declaration  to  Adam,  that  an 
archangel  had  allured  her  that  God  would 
not  punifh  them  with  death  for  eating  it, 
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but  that  it  would  make  them  like  the 
chiefs  of  the  heavenly  hoft,  and  fuperior 
in  wifdom  to  the  higheft  of  them,  ac¬ 
counts  for  his  ready  acceptance  of  the 
apple,  and  participation  in  her  crime. 
Here  then,  the  day  fprung  from  on  high , 
breaks  in  upon  us  with  its  refulgent  light, 
displaying  before  our  eyes  the  whole  of 
the  wonderful  fcheme  of  the  Divine  oeco- 
nomy  in  the  amazing  bufinefs  of  man’s 
creation,  fall,  and  redemption ;  for  here 
we  fee  the  pride  of  Lucifer,  which  we  are 
allured  was  the  occalion  of  his  apoftacy, 
exciting  him  to  oppofe  the  Divine  will ; 
we  fee  a  reafon  for  his  undertaking  the  fe- 
dudlion  of  our  find  parents  ;  we  find  an 
excufe  for  their  violation  of  God’s  com¬ 
mand,  which  removes  the  charge  of  dis¬ 
belief  and  voluntary  difobedience,  and 
leaves  them  the  objedts  of  his  mercy  and 
compaffion  ;  while  the  infolent  prefump- 
tion  and  bafe  treachery  of  Lucifer  and  his 
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confederates  render  them  for  ever  obnoxious 
to  the  Divine  difpleafure,  and  exclude  them 
from  all  title  to  favour  or  forgivenefs.  The 
deceived  and  feduced  are  always  entitled 
to  pity  amongft  men,  while  the  deceiver 
and  feducer  is  ever  the  object  of  refent- 
ment  and  deteftation.  Compare  now  the 
refult  with  this  reafoning,  and  it  will  be 
found  perfectly  correfpondent.  The  Son 
of  God  immediately  determines  to  redeem 
deluded  man  ;  and  thefeducing  angels,  who 
kept  not  their  jirjl  eft  ate,  but  left  their  own 
habitation ;  he  hath  referved  in  chains  under 
darknefs  unto  the  judgement  of  the  lajl  day 
and  the  account  we  have  of  what  paffed 
in  Paradife  after  the  tranfgreffion,  coin- 
cides  with  this  hypothefis  :  that  fhape 
which  the  angels  had  hitherto  appeared  in 
was  never  afterwards  to  be  affumed  by 
any  of  the  celeftial  hoft,  to  prevent  man¬ 
kind  from  being  again  deceived  by  Lucifer 
or  his  aflociates,  to  whom  it  was  left  to 
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aflume  it,  as  we  find  him  afterwards 
called  the  Old  Serpent  and  the  Old 
Dragon,  by  the  facred  writers,  and  the 
animal  whofe  fliape  he  had  aflfumed 
was  degraded  from  a  winged  inhabi¬ 
tant  of  the  air  to  a  reptile  creeping  on 
the  earth,  as  an  emblem  of  the  humilia¬ 
tion  which  Lucifer  himfelf  was  about  to 
fuffer ;  and  it  is  very  remarkable,  that  all 
celeflial  meflengers  that,  from  henceforth, 
are  recorded  to  have  vifited  the  human 
race,  appeared  in  the  human  fliape,  if  they 
took  any*  The  angels  that  came  to  Abra* 
ham  in  the  plains  of  Mamre,  were  three 
men ;  the  two  which  came  to  Lot  were 
men ;  the  one  that  wreftled  with  Jacob 
was  a  man  ;  the  one  which  appeared  to 
Jofliua  was  a  man ;  that  which  appeared 
to  Gideon  was  a  man  ;  the  one  which 
foretold  the  birth  of  Samfon  to  Manoah 
and  his  wrife,  was  a  man  alfo  ;  the  one 
which  appeared  to  Zaccherias  and  flood 
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by  the  altar,  as  recorded  by  St.  Luke, 
was  a  man ;  thofe  which  were  with  Chrift 
at  his  transfiguration  appeared  as  Mofes 
and  Elias ;  thofe  which  were  feen  at  the 
fepulchre appeared  asmen  in  white  raiment; 
and  in  all  the  other  inftances  recorded  in 
the  New  Teftament. 

But  although  the  delufion  under  which 
our  firft  parents  offended  might  ferve  to 
extenuate  their  crime  in  the  fight  of  their 
Creator,  his  juftice  required  that  they 
lliould  fuffer  the  punifhment  annexed  to 
the  tranfgreffion  of  his  command :  and 


here  let  us  admire  the  goodnefs  of  God  to 


the  human  race,  in  converting  that  pu- 
ni£hment  into  a  blefling,  and  rendering  it 
the  means  of  reftoring  our  nature  to  its 
forfeited  capacity  for  celeftial  happinefs. 
Nothing  contaminated  with  guilt  can  enter 
the  kingdom  of  Heaven,  and  therefore,  to 
fit  us  for  exaltation  thither,  we  muff  not 
only  be  pardoned  but  renovated ;  our  fouls 

muff 


muft  be  wafhed  and  our  bodies  purified ; 
the  blood  of  Chrift  does  the  one,  and  death 
and  the  grave  perform  the  other :  and 
thus  death  and  the  grave,  to  which  our  of¬ 
fence  made  us  fubjecl,  becomes  the  gate 
of  Hea veil,  and  the  paffage  to  everlafting 
happinefs  ;  well,  then,  may  every  Chrif- 
tian  cry  out  with  the  Apoftle  in  exulta¬ 
tion  over  them,  O  Death ,  where  is  thy 
Jling  ?  O  Grave ,  where  is  thy  victory  ? 
Their  vidlory,  indeed,  is  like  the  triumph 
of  Lucifer,  fhort  and  vain  ;  he,  we  may 
fuppofe,  returned  full  of  joy  and  fclf-gra- 
tulation  to  receive  the  applaufes  of  his  af- 
fociates ;  but  the  vengeance  of  the  Al¬ 
mighty  foon  followed  him,  and  thofe  of 
the  heavenly  hofh  who,  confiding  in  the 
Divine  juftice  and  goodnefs,  held  faft  their 
integrity,  and  fubmitted  themfelves  to  his 
moft  holy  will,  were  fent  to  execute  the 
high  beheft.  And  now  commenced  that 
war  in  Heaven  which  Milton  fo  glorioufly 

defcribes, 


defcribes,  and  that  ended  in  the  vi&ory  of 
the  faithful  hoft  over  the  rebellious  and 
defperate  band,  whofe  defeat  our  Saviour 
himfelf  tells  us  he  was  witnefs  to,  when 
he  fays,  he  faw  Lucifer  fall  like  lightning 
from  Heaven.  The  Divine  juftice,  powei, 
and  wifdom,  having  thus  vindicated  them- 
felves  upon  the  treacherous  feducers,  full 
fcope  was  left  for  the  exercife  of  thofe 
more  lovely  attributes  of  mercy  and  good- 
nefs  towards  the  unfortunately  deceived : 
but  while  we  rejoice  in  the  great  and  inef- 
timable  benefits  we  derive  from  the  amaz¬ 
ing  and  adorable  fcheme  of  our  redemp¬ 
tion  by  the  Son  of  God,  let  us  confider  a 
little,  whether,  by  the  hypothefis  we 
have  been  founding  our  reafonings  upon, 
his  incarnation  does  not  appear  to  have 
had  a  {till  more  extenfive  purpofe  than 
merely  the  reftoration  of  mankind. 

That  angels  are  free  agents,  and  that 
God  knows  their  thoughts,  are  portions 

which 
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which  will  readily  be  granted ;  that  he 
therefore  knew  thofe  whofe  exaltation  had 
deftroyed  that  humility  which  had  entitled 
them  to  it,  and  raifed  in  them  ideas  of 
their  own  merit  and  fervices,  which  ren^* 
dered  them  unworthy  of  the  ftations  they 
filled,  muft  alfo  be  allowed;  expulfion  or 
annihilation  it  was  certainly  in  God’s  pow¬ 
er  to  have  inflicted ;  but  how  then  could 
his  juftice  have  been  manifefted  to  the 
whole  creation,  or  even  to  the  fufferers 
themfelves  ?  their  obedience  and  fubmif- 
fion  was  therefore  to  be  put  to  the  teft, 
and  the  trial  muft  be  fuch  as  would  be 
confiftent  with  the  goodnefs  and  juftice  of 
God  to  propofe,  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
leave  the  delinquents  without  excufe  for 
their  failure.  What  fervice,  what  duty, 
then,  can  we  imagine  the  all-perfe£t  Be¬ 
ing  to  require  of  his  angelsy  that  could  af¬ 
ford  fuch  a  trial  ?  Neither  his  juftice  nor 

his  goodnefs  could  fuggeft  one,  which 

the 
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the  angels  Ihonld  perceive  to  be  too  diffi¬ 
cult  to  be  executed  by  the  powers  they 
poffeffed  ;  nor  indeed  could  it  be  fuppofed 
that  the  Omnipotent  would  not  endue 
them  with  fufficient  ftrength  to  fulfil  his 
own  commands ;  and  his  wifdom  could 
not  fugged:  one  fo  derogatory  of  that  or¬ 
der  which  he  himfelf  had  eftabliffied  among 
them,  as  might  (hock  their  pride  in  its 
execution.  A  fpeculative  proportion  feems, 
therefore,  the  only  mode  free  of  objection, 
and  this  the  creation  of  a  new  order  of  in¬ 
telligent  beings,  by  the  Son  of  God,  very 
naturally  furnifhed.  What  was  their  na¬ 
ture,  what  their  defoliation,  what  their 
powers,  or  what  rank  they  were  to  hold 
in  the  Univerfe,  were  all  very  natural  fub- 
jefts  of  inquiry  and  debate  in  the  celeftial 
affemblies  ;  and  as  we  are  exprefsly  told 
the  angels  dejired  to  look  into  the  great  myf- 
tery  of  the  exaltation  of  man’s  nature,  by 
the  Son  of  God  affirming  it,  which  im¬ 
plies 
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plies  that  they  were  not  able  to  compre¬ 
hend  it.  We  have  good  ground  tofuppofe, 
the  event  only  was  fome  way  made  known 
to  them,  but  the  manner  of  its  accomplifh- 
ment  kept  out  of  their  fight,  for  the  very 
purpofe  I  have  ftated,  that  of  a  trial  of 
their  fubmiffion  and  obedience  to  the  will 
and  difpenfations  of  their  Creator,  and  a 
manifeftation  of  the  Divine  juftice  and 
omnifcience,  in  difcriminating  between 
the  refractory  and  the  fubmiflive,  the  proud 
and  the  humble,  the  felf-fufficient  and  the 
faithful,  of  the  whole  intellectual  world. 
An  end  of  fuch  vaft  importance  would  alone 

be  a  fufficient  reafon  for  Chrift’s  incarna- 
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tion  ;  but  when,  at  the  fame  time,  it  is 
made  the  means  of  reftoring  man  to  his 
original  deftination,  and  filling  up  thofe 
voids  in  the  celeftial  choirs  which  the 
apoftacy  of  Lucifer  and  his  confederates 
occafioned,  from  thofe  of  the  numerous 
fons  of  Adam,  who  already  have  been,  or 
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are  yet  to  be,  produced  on  this  firft  ftagc 
of  their  exiftence,  that  prove  themfelves 
good  and  faithful  fewards  of  the  talents 
committed  to  their  management,  lange 
themfelves  on  the  fide  of  the  great  Captain 
of  their  falvation ,  and  manfully  fght  un¬ 
der  his  banner  againft  the  rebels  to  his  au¬ 
thority,  and  the  enemies  of  their  exaltation 
and  happinefs  :  the  accomplifhment  of 
two  fuch  amazing  objeds,  fo  connected, 
and  the  new  intelligent  creature  man  fo  in¬ 
corporated  (if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expref- 
fion)  into  the  great  moral  fyftem  of  God’s 
government,  in  like  manner  as  the  mateiial 
bodies  which  were  brought  into  exiftence 
with  him,  conned  with,  and  compofe  a 
part  of,  the  material  fyftem  of  the  univerfe  ; 
removes  from  my  mind  every  fhadow  of 
objection  to  the  credibility  of  the  amazing 
condefceniion  of  the  Son  of  God,  in  becom¬ 
ing  man,  that  arofe  from  the  confideration 
of  the  infignificancy  or  unworthinefs  of  the 

object 
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.objeCt  attained  by  it ;  and  if  my  hypothefis 
is  fo  fortunate  as  to  produce  the  fame  effeCt 
in  the  minds  of  others,  I  fhall  rejoice  in 
having  been  the  inflrument  of  taking  a  very 
great  Jlumbling- block  out  of  the  road  of 
profelytes  to  Chriftianity,  and  increafing 
the  fatisfaChon,  by  adding  to  the  conviction 
of  its  profeflfors.  Encouraged  by  the  hope 
of  having  fo  done,  I  fhall  proceed  to  the 
confideration  of  the  great  myftery  of  the 
incarnation  itlelf,  to  which  my  fubjeCt  has 
.  brought  me.  I  have  already  profeffed  to 
know  nothing  of  the  Deity,  but  what  Re¬ 
velation  has  taught  me  *  ;  and  that  fhall  be 

the 

*  Whether  man,  by  the  exercife  of  his  own  reafon, 
could  have  attained  the  knowledge  of  the  being  of  a 
God,  is  an  idle  fubjeCl  of  debate  amongft  Jews  or 
Chriftians ;  for  to  all  who  believe  the  Mofaic  account 

t  4 

of  man’s  creation,  a  revelation  of  the  being  of  a  Deity 
muft  be  fuppofed  to  have  fuperfeded  all  a£ls  of  ratioci¬ 
nation  in  Adam  ;and  it  would  be  truly  ridiculous  to 
fuppofehim  fetting  about  to  prove  to  himfelf  the  be- 
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the  foie  guide  of  my  difquifitions.  The 
Holy  Spirit  then  tells  me,  by  the  pen  of 
Mofes,  that  man  was  created  in  the  image 
of  God,  in  the  firft  chapter  of  Genefis  ;  and, 
in  the  fifth,  he  repeats  the  fame  idea,  only 
varying  the  expreffion,  by  faying  he  was 
created  in  the  likenefs  of  God,  inftead  of  in 
the  image  of  God ;  and  in  the  ninth  chapter, 
when  God  gives  to  Noah  the  command 
againft  murder,  he  adds,  as  the  reafon  of 
its  feverity,  that,  in  the  image  of  God  made 
he  man  ;  and  the  fame  idea  is  inculcated  by 
Chrift  himfelf,  in  his  reply  to  the  fpies  fent 
by  the  chief  priefts  to  draw  fomething  from 
him,  that  they  might  make  matter  of  trea- 
fonable  accufation  againft  him,  who  alked 


ing  of  a  Gcd,  from  the  curious  ftrudlure  of  a  plant 
or  animal,  when  he  faw  his  angel  before  him,  and 
heard  his  voice  above  him.  But  what  is  Reafon, 
that  we  are  fo  fond  of  relying  upon  it  ?  Is  it  more 
our  own,  or  lefs  the  gift  of  God,  than  Revelation  * 
for,  0  man,  what  hajl  thou ,  that  thou  didfi  not  re¬ 
ceive  ? 


him 
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him  if  it  was  lawful  to  give  tribute  to  Cadar, 
by  defiring  them  to  render  to  God  the  things 
which  bore  the  image  of  God ,  and  unto  Cee- 
far ,  fuch  as  bore  the  image  of  C o’ far  ?  and 
St.  Paul,  in  his  Epiftle  to  the  Corinthians, 
calls  man  the  image  and  glory  of  God.  Man 
is  therefore  propofed  to  us,  as  the  analogy 
by  which  we  are  to  form  our  conceptions 
of  God  ;  and  before  we  prefume  to  inquire 
into  the  nature  of  the  Deity,  we  ought  to 
look  within,  and  endeavour  to  make  our- 
felves  acquainted  with  cur  own  nature  and 
compofition. 

Man  is  defined  to  be  a  rational  animal, 
compofed  of  two  natures,  an  immaterial  or 
celeftial  foul,  and  a  material  or  ter  reft  rial 
body.  How  thefe  two  natures  are  united, 
or  how  they  a£t  upon  one  another,  no  one 
pretends  to  know’ ;  but  all  men  being  fen- 
fible  of  the  fact,  fit  down  contented,  with¬ 
out  any  knowledge  of  the  manner  of  the 
performance.  There  is,  however,  another 
thing  that  deferves  our  confideration,  be- 

fides 
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fides  the  mere  operation  of  our  bodies  upon 

our  fouls,  and  of  our  fouls  upon  our  bodies, 

which  is  the  oppofite  will  and  contrariety 

of  inclinations  which  we  perceive  within  us 

towards  one  and  the  fame  obje£t  at  the  fame 

inftant.  Now,  as  the  body,  however  it 

may  influence  or  reftrain  the  foul  in  its 

operations,  has  never  been  fuppofed  to  pof- 

fefs  the  power  of  volition,  there  is  no  more 

reaion  to  allow  a  contrariety  of  wills  in  the 

foul,  from  its  influence  upon  it,  than  there 

is  to  allow  a  contrarietv  of  movements  in 

✓ 

the  body,  from  the  operation  of  the  foul 
upon  it  ;  and  yet  our  eyes  do  not  look  dif¬ 
ferent  ways  ;  we  never  lift  up  both  our 
legs,  when  we  intend  to  lift  up  only  one, 
nor  does  the  left  hand  interpofe  itfelf  when 
the  right  only  is  meant  to  a£t.  St.  Pa,ul 
dates  this  contrariety  of  inclinations  within 
him,  in  a  very  clear  and  flrong  light,  in 
his  Epiflle  to  the  Romans,  where  he  fays, 
5 fhat  which  I  do ,  1  allow  not ,  for  what  I 
would  that  I  do  not ,  but  what  I  hate  that  I 

do  ; 
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do  ;  and  I  fee  a  law  in  my  members  waring 
againjl  the  law  in  my  mind,  and  bringing 
me  into  captivity  to  the  law  of  fn  ;  and 
concludes,  So  then ,  with  the  mind,  I  my- 
felf  ferve  the  law  of  God ,  but  with  the  fief) 
the  law  of  Sin .  Here  then,  are  two  prim 
ciples  of  action,  as  precifely  defined  and 
afcertained  as  words  can  do ;  and  to  their 
truth  every  man  can  give  his  own  teftimo- 
ny  :  for  what  man  is  there  that  has  not 
felt  himfelf  incited  to  do  a  thing  which  his 
judgement  told  him  at  the  time  was  wrong  ? 
The  material  or  corruptible  mafs  of  blood, 
and  flelh,  and  bones,  cannot  be  either  of 
thefe  principles  ;  but  it  may  have  an  animal 
foul  belonging  to  it,  as  we  fee  is  the  cafe 
with  all  things  that  have  life,  which  may 
govern  its  actions  and  perform  all  the  me¬ 
chanical  functions,  and  without  which 
the  celeftial  foul  cannot  a£t  upon  the 
body,  and  which  endeavours,  in  its  turn, 
to  govern  and  control  the  celeftial  foul ; 
and  thus  every  man  appears  to  be  a 

trinity 


\ 
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trinity  within  himfelf,  and  he  need  not  go 
to  either  the  mathematical  -inftrument 
maker,  the  woollen  draper,  or  the  tallow 
chandler  *,  for  an  idea  of  the  three  diftinc- 
tions  in  the  Divine  nature,  when  he  finds 
it  to  his  convidion  in  his  own ;  and  what 
is  moft  extraordinary,  our  common  mode 
of  fpeaking  implies  fuch  a  diftindion  in 
ourfelves  and  in  every  man  we  fpeak  of, 
though  we  never  advert  to  it ;  for  when  we 
fay  a  man’s  head  is  better  than  his  heart, 
what  can  we  mean  but  that  his  celeftial 
fpirit  is  in  fubjedion  to  his  animal  foul, 
which  forces  him  to  do  the  thing  it  difap- 
proves,  as  was  St.  Paul’s  caie. 

By  this  analogy,  which  God  himfelf  has 
given  us,  we  are  plainly  led  to  conceive 
three  diftinftions  in  the  Godhead,  and 
with  our  full  confent  to  embrace  the 

*  This  alludes  to  the  common,  but  impious  and 
abfurd  reprefentations  made  of  the  Trinity,  by  a 
triangle,  two  tapers  lighted  at  a  third,  and  three 
folds  in  the  ikirt  of  a  coat. 

Chriftian 
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Chriftian  do&rine,  as  delivered  by  Chrift 
himfelf  and  his  holy  Apoftles,  of  an  Eter¬ 
nal  Father ,  Son ,  and  Holy  Ghojl ;  this  ana¬ 
logy  involves  no  contradiction,  no  abfur- 
dity  or  confufion  of  names  or  ideas ;  wc 
all  know  what  we  mean  by  the  mind ,  the 
foul ,  and  the  body  of  a  man ,  when  we  fpeak 
of  them  feparately,  and  that  when  we 
name  the  man  we  mean  them  all  united 

The 

*  Should  it  be  faid  that  my  analogy  overfets  my  hy¬ 
pothecs,  as  the  reparation  of  any  of  the  three  diftinc- 
tions  in  man  from  the  other  two  deftroys  the  man, 
and  therefore  the  incarnation  of  the  Son  muffc  have 
deftroyed  the  Deity,  I  anfwer,  that  an  analogical  re- 
femblance  is  never  fuppofed  to  imply  an  exa6t  fimili- 
tude;  man  is  born,  and  dies,  but  no  one  conceives 
either  of  God,  who  is  without  beginning  or  end : 
man’s  nature  and  God’s  nature  then,  are  not,  in  any 
refpe£l,  the  fame,  and  therefore  it  is  by  no  means  a 
neceftary  confequence,  that  what  would  deftroy  the 
one  would  deftroy  the  other;  but,  I  will  afk  the  ob- 
je61or,  in  my  turn,  who  told  him  that  the  feparation 
of  the  foul  from  the  body  is  the  deftrucftion  of  the 
man?  the  body,  indeed,  we  know  rots  and  moul- 

M  derS 
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The  names  of  Father,  Son,  and  Spirit, 
give  an  idea  of  a  relation  which  implies  a 
famenefs  of  nature  or  ejjence ,  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  a  fubmijfion  of  will  in  the  Son 
and  Spirit  to  the  Father;  and  Chrift’s  own 
declarations,  that  he  came  not  to  do  his  own 
willy  but  the  will  of  him  that  fent  him ,  and 
the  like,  and  that  the  Holy  Ghof  foould  not 
few  them  (his  diiciples)  of  his  own ,  but 
of  the  Father  h,  clearly  prove  it.  When, 
therefore,  we  call  the  Father  alone  God, 
we  do  not  take  any  thing  from  the  Divi¬ 
nity  of  the  Son  or  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  ;  for 
it  is  the  Father  who  exercifes  the  fupreme 
power,  and  in  him  ail  fullnefs  refides. 

ders  into  duft,  hut  even  the  advocates  for  the  foul’s 
materiality  do  not  fuppole  the  whole  man  is  entombed 
with  the  body  :  a  body  of  fome  fize  and  fhape  is,  in¬ 
deed,  neceiTary  to  complete  cur  Ideas  of  a  man,  but 
whether  it  is  neceffary  to  his  own  certainty  of  his  own 
exigence  we  are  yet  to  learn,  and,  until  that  is  known, 
no  argument  againll;  my  hypothecs  can  be  drawn 
from  the  analogy  I  have  followed. 


The 
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The  analogy  I  have  been  following  will 
here  aftift  us,  for  are  not  all  the  powers 
of  the  whole  man  exercifed  by  the  celef- 
tial  fpirit,  and  is  not  that  man  mod  per¬ 
fect  whole  animal  foul  and  material  body 
aft  in  juft  conformity  to  the  will  of  the 
celeftial  fpirit,  and  whofe  will  and  incli¬ 
nations  are  abforbed  in  it,  or  in  complete 
unifon  with  it,  or  according  to  Chrift’s 
cammand,  being  perfect  as  our  Father  in 
Heaven  is  perfect*?  Farther  I  dare  not  pro¬ 
ceed,  for  farther  the  light  of  revelation 
which  I  have  been  following  will  not  guide 
me ;  nor  is  it  neceffary  for  any  man  to  go 
farther  to  be  a  true  and  fmcere  Chriftian, 
if  we  take  the  word  of  the  Apoftles,  or 
are  governed  by  their  practice,  or  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  all  the  Churches  they  eftablifhe'd  ;  and 
happy  would  it  have  been  for  mankind,  if 
no  other  practice  had  ever  been  followed  at 


*  If  I  were  to  give  a  definition  of  man  according  to 
the  hypothecs  1  have  been  endeavouring  to  eliablilh,  I 
would  fay,  he  is  a  'perfect  animal  with  a  celeftial  foul . 

M  2  any 


any  time ;  I,  therefore,  now  quit  the  un¬ 
frequented  regions  I  have  been  exploring, 
and,  I  truft,  I  have  travelled  through  the 
tracklefs  wildernefs  without  lofing  my 
way,  or  wandering  in  the  mazes  of  error 
or  enthufiafm  :  the  road  I  have  now  to 
follow  is  made  broad,  eafy,  and  luminous, 
by  the  fhining  footfteps  of  the  multitude 
of  great  and  eminent  travellers  who  have 
gone  before  me ;  I  fhall  not,  therefore, 
venture  out  of  the  beaten  track,  but, 

at  humble  diftance,  follow  my  great  lead- 

% 

ers,  and  only  prefume  to  pick  up  a  neg¬ 
lected  thorn,  or  fmooth  an  overlooked  pro¬ 
tuberance,  which  they  deemed  too  infig- 
nificant  for  their  notice. 

Were  the  reftoration  of  man’s  nature, 
and  the  fatisfa&ion  of  the  Divine  juftice, 
which  Chriftians  believe  to  have  been  the 
purpofe  of  the  Son  of  God’s  coming  into 
the  world,  the  only  ones  we  could  ima¬ 
gine  to  be  anlwered  by  it,  we  might  fup- 
pofe  that  his  appearance  in  human  flefh  at 

the 
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the  time  he  began  his  minijlry ,  and  fuffering 
death  upon  the  crofs,  would  have  been 
fufficient  for  thofe  ends  ;  hut  we  fhould 
recoiled:,  that  it  has  been  folemnly  de¬ 
clared,  that  all  men  will  not  be  benefited 
by  the  reftoration  of  their  capacity  for  a 
title  to  immortal  happinefs,  and  that  the 
vindication  of  the  Creator’s  wifdom  in 
creating  them,  and  juftice  in  punifhing 
them,  requires  that  he  fhould  prove  to 
men  and  angels  that  the  nature  he  gave  to 
man  was  adapted  to  his  fituation,  and  that 
the  duties  he  enjoined  him  were  not  be¬ 
yond  his  powers  to  perform,  and  this  could 
only  be  done  by  the  exhibition  of  a  man 
(uncontaminated  by  the  depravity  of 
Adam’s  tranfgreffion,  and  confequentlv  in 
the  fame  condition  in  which  Adam  was 
created)  paffing  a  whole  life  in  ftrid  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  Divine  will,  and  this  was 
performed  by  the  Son  of  God,  when  he 
had  emptied  himfelf  of  all  his  glory  and 
divine  attributes  and  became  merely  the 

celeftial 
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celeftial  foul  of  that  infant  body  which 
was  prepared  for  him,  of  the  fubftance  of 
the  Virgin  Mary,  in  her  womb,  and  con- 
tinued  thirty  years  from  his  birth  (the  pe¬ 
riod  of  man’s  life  moft  prone  to  animal 
gratifications)  lubjedt  to  his  parents,  and 
in  all  things  conducted  himfelf  as  their 
fon,  but  with  fuch  purity  of  heart  and  in- 
nocency  of  manners,  that  when  he  came 
to  be  baptized  of  John,  a  voice  from  Hea¬ 
ven  declared  his  Almighty  Father  well 
pleafed  in  him . 

I  fhall  pafs  over  his  doctrines  and  minif- 
try  as  fubjedts  well  known  and  fully  dif- 
cufled,  and  haften  to  the  confideration  of 
thole,  at  the  time  calamitous,  but  in  their 
confequences  to  mankind,  glorious  icenes  ; 
his  accufation ,  condemnation ,  and  crucijiclion , 
and  his  behaviour  in  them,  which,  I  con¬ 
ceive,  are  not  generally  well  underllood. 
The  charge  upon  which  he  was  apprehend¬ 
ed  by  the  Jewrs,  and  condemned  by  the 
Sanhedrim,  was  hiafph emy,  in  calling  him -5 
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felf  the  Son  of  God,  and  making  hi mf elf  equal 
‘ with  God ,  and  the  blafphemer  was,  by  the 
Law  of  Mofes,  to  be  ftoned  to  death  as  St. 
Stephen  was  afterwards.  The  Sanhedrim, 
however,  not  being  permitted  by  the  Ro¬ 
man  government  to  put  any  man  to  death, 
applied  to  Pilate  for  authority  to  execute 
their  fentence  :  we  have  a  lave,  faid  they, 
and  by  that  law  he  ought  to  die,  becaufe  he 
called  himfclf  the  Son  of  God.  The  fact  was 
true,  and  Chrift  could  only  fubmit  to  it  in 
filence  ;  but  if  the  Sanhedrim  had  prevailed 
with  Pilate,  and  obtained  his  permiflion  to 
put  the  fentence  of  their  law  in  execution, 
they  might  have  afterwards  proved  Chrift 
not  to  be  the  Meffiah,  for  one  of  the  Pro¬ 
phets  had  faid,  a  bone  of  him  fall  not  be 
broken  ;  and  another,  that  his  hands  and  feet 
Jhould  be  pierced ;  and  he  himfclf  had  faid, 
that  he  fould  be  Hj ted  up  at  his  death ;  all  of 
which,  his  ’being  ftoned  would  have  flatly 


contradicted.  Pilate,  however,  being 


heathen  in  religion,  though  a  Jew  by  na¬ 
tion, 
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tion,  did  not  think  Chrid’s  affumption  of 
Divinity  a  crime  to  be  punifhed  with  death, 
but  confidering  him  as  an  enthufiad  or  in- 
fane,  propofed  to  fcourge  him,  and  fend  him 
about  his  bufinefs ;  and  his  doing  fo  would 

i  ^ 

have  equally  ferved  to  contradict  the  pro- 

* 

phecies,  as  would  the  (toning  him.  That 
he  might  not  efcape,  however,  (or  rather, 
that  the  prophecies  concerning  him  might 
be  fulfilled,)  the  Sanhedrim  in  dandy  dropt 
the  accufation  upon  which  they  had  tried 
and  condemned  him,  and  brought  another 
which  they  rightly  imagined  would  be 
more  likely  to  be  attended  to  by  Pilate,  as 
it  would  filtered  him  in  his  dedruction  : 
this  charge  was  treafon  againd  C  in  far,  in 
(tiling  himfelf  King  of  the  Jews  ;  a  charge 
utterly  falfe  in  the  fenfe  in  which  his  ac- 
cufers  urged  it,  though,  in  fadt  and  reality, 
true.  Chrid,  therefore,  when  he  judified 
himfelf  from  it  in  the  fenfe  in  which  they 
meant  it,  by  frying,  if  he  had  a  kingdom 
in  this  world,  he  would  have  (okliers  who 

would 
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would  fight  for  him,  whereas  he  faw  him 
a  deferted  individual,  gave  Pilate  to  under- 
ftand,  that  he  had  a  kingdom  clfewhere. 
This  j unification,  however,  appeared  fo 
fatisfactory  to  Pilate,  that  he  ftill  walked 
to  releafe  him,  till  the  Jews  alarmed  his 
fears,  that  his  doing  fo  might  be  made  an 
occafion  of  impeaching  his  attachment  to 
Caefar,  by  telling  him,  that  if  he  lei  Chrijl 
go ,  he  was  not  Cafar's  friend ,  as  whoever 
made  htmfelf  a  king  derogated 7  from  Cafars 
dignity  :  this  brought  Pilate  into  their  mea- 
fures  ;  and  as  Chrift  was  to  be  executed  for 
treafon,  he  was  of  courfe  to  undergo 
the  punifhment  of  a  traitor,  which  was 
crucifixion.  And  now  let  the  unbeliever 
ft  and  amazed  if  he  will  not  be  convinced 
when  he  reads  St.  John’s  account  of  this 
aftonifhing  tranfafbion,  which  difeovers  fo 
plainly  the  wonderful  ways  of  God ,  in 
making  the  devices  of  wicked  men  fubfer- 
vient  to  his  purpofes  again  ft  their  will,  and 

N  by 


by  the  very  means  which  they  were  em¬ 
ploying  to  counteract  them  ! 

Great  injuftice  is  frequently  done  to  the 
character  of  Chrift,  which  was  all  meeknefs 
and  fubmiffion  upon  this  trying  occafion, 
permitting  himfelf  to  be  led  like  a  lamb  to 
the  j laughter ,  according  to  the  prediction  of 
Ifaiah  ;  by  reprefenting  him  as  buffering  the 
molt  exquifite  pains  upon  the  crofs,  which 
forced  him  to  cry  out,  with  impatience  of 
the  anguifh,  My  God  l  My  God l  why  hajl 
thou  forfaken  me  ?  This  exclamation,  how¬ 
ever,  as  it  is  called,  was  in  fact,  nothing  lefs 
than  an  expreffion  of  impatience  under  his 

bufferings ;  for  it  was  merely  a  quotation  of 

$ 

the  2 ad  pfalm  ;  and  the  application  of  it  to 
himfelf,  in  the  manner  all  fuch  quotations 
were  then  made,  by  repeating  the  two  or 
three  firft  words  of  the  thing  quoted,  and 
as  we  now  do,  by  calling  the  pfalms  or 
hymns  by  the  name  of  the  firft  Latin  words 
which  they  begin  with,  as  the  Te  De-um ,  the 
Magnificat  e,  &c. ;  and  that  the  Centurian, 

who 


[  91  ] 

who  was  probably  a  Jew,  fo  underjlood 
Chrifl ,  is  plain,  from  his  own  declaration 
upon  hearing  it,  that  truly  this  man  was  the 
Son  of  God ;  whereas,  if  he  had  conceived 
he  fo  cried  out  from  impatience  of  his  fuf- 
ferings,  he  would  have  been  much  apter  to 
have  concluded  him  not  to  have  been  the 
Son  oj  God. 

Chrifl;  having  by  his  life  and  death,  as  the 
Son  of  Man,  fulfilled  all  the  gracious  pur- 
pofes  of  his  appearance  upon  earth,  at  his 
refur  reft  ion  from  the  dead  refumed  his  Di¬ 
vine  attributes,  and  received  permiffion  from 
the  Father  to  exercife  them  in  his  human 
nature,  which  was  now  fpiritualized,  and 
fitted  for  glory,  even  that  glory  which  the 
Son  had  with  the  Father ,  before  all  worlds , 
and  in  that  nature  will  he  come  to  judge 
men  and  angels,  at  the  laft  day  of  this  ma¬ 
terial  fyftem’s  continuance  in  it$  prefent 
form  ;  and  then  will  the  wretched  Lucifer, 
and  his  anoflate  confederates,  fee  fulfilled, 

JL  7 

to  their  inexp reliable  mortification,  that  pre- 
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diction  of  the  exaltation  of  the  new-created 
nature,  which  had  fo  inflamed  their  pride, 
and  fharpened  their  envy,  as  to  excite  them 
to  exert  their  malice  and  fubtilty  to  defeat 
it ;  and  then  fhall  the  wicked  and  faithlefs 
of  mankind,  their  miferable  afiociates,  difi* 


mayed  and  terrified  by  the  fplendid  Majefty 
ot  that  meek  and  humble  Nazarite,  whole 


precepts  they  reje&ed,  whofe  Divinity 


they  ridiculed,  and  whofe  redemption  they 
defpiied,  call  in  vain  upon  the  diffolving 
rocks  to  fall  upon  them,  and  the  melting 
hills  to  cover  them  from  the  face  of  Him 
that  Jitteth  upon  the  throne  of  judgement ; 


while  the  faithful  in  fpirit ,  and  the  pure  in 
heart ,  awaked  by  the  trumpet’s  joyful  found, 
and  the  refulgent  beams  of  celefiial  light 


breaking  in  upon  them,  fhall  fpring  from 
the  grave  to  meet  their  Saviour  in  the  air, 
and  receive  from  him  that  extatic  welcome, 


Come ,  ye  bleffed  of  my  Father ,  receive  the 
King dom  prepared  for  you  from  the  beginning , 
for  where  I  am ,  you fjall  be  alfo  for  ever, 

A  profpeci 
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A  profpedt  like  this,  is  an  objeft  worthy 
the  ambition  of  a  being  who  claims  kindred 
with  angels  ;  and  lie  who  has  conceptions 
fublime  enough  to  entertain  and  enjoy  it, 
will  look  down  from  the  height  to  which 
it  elevates  him,  writh  pity  and  contempt, 
upon  the  little  triumphs  of  an  Alexander  or 
a  Ctefar,  and  the  tinfel  pageantry  of  all 
worldly  pomp  and  grandeur.  Nor  will  he 
be  more  apt  to  be  alarmed  by  the  terrors  of 
human  power,  than  allured  by  its  blandifh- 
ments ;  for,  in  the  feraphic  language  of 
Dr.  Skelton,  66  Let  Per  locution  feat  itfelf 
“  upon  a  throne,  and  try  him  with  th$ 
66  frowns  of  power  ;  let  it  fhake  its  lafh  and 
4C  rattle  its  chains,  and  point  to  its  loath- 
fome  dungeons,  it  fhall  find  his  foul  raifed 
66  infinitely  above  all  its  menaces.  Let 
66  Death  prefent  itfelf  in  its  moll  hideous 
6‘  drefs  ;  let  it  foam  on  the  jaws  of  the  wild 
“  beaft  ;  let  it  groan  from  the  crofs  ;  let  it 
66  devour  in  the  fiery  furnace  !  he  fhall 

ct  meet 
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“  meet  it  with  a  fmile,  he  fhall  embrace  if 
“  with  a  calm  and  fteady  joy.”  Such  are 
the  glorious  ettedls  of  the  Chriftian  Faith, 
and  fuch  are  the  hopes  founded  upon  it,  by 

A  Layman  of  the  Church  of 
England. 


J  o  u 
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NEW  YORK, 

NEW  JERSEY, 

PENNSYLVANIA, 

DELAWARE, 

HELD  IN 

CHRIST  CHURCH, 
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C  I  TY  of  PHILADELPHIA, 

FROM 

September  27th  to  October  7th,  1785. 


MARYLAND, 

VIRGINIA, 

AND 

|  SOUTH  CAROLINA, 


LIST 

OF  THE 

Members  of  the  Convention. 


From  the  State  of  N  E  W  YORK. 

Th  E  Rev.  Samuel  Provost,  A.  M. 

Reftor  of  Trinity  Church,  New  York. 
The  Hon.  James  Duane,  Efq. 


From  the  State  of  NEW  JERSEY. 


The  Rev.  Abraham  Beach,  A.  M.  Rec¬ 
tor  of  Chrift  Church,  New  Brunfwick. 
The  R  ev.Uz  all  Ogden,  Redtor  of  Chrift 
Church,  Suffex. 

Patrick  Dennis,  Efquire. 


O 


From 


98  Lift  cf  the  Members  of  the  Convention . 

From  the  State  ^PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  Rev.  William  White,  D.D.  Rec¬ 
tor  of  Chrift  Church  and  St.  Peter’s, 
Philadelphia. 

The  Rev.  Samuel  Magaw,  D.  D.  Rec¬ 
tor  of  St.  Paul’s  Church,  Philadelphia. 
The  Rev.  Robert  Blackwell,  A.M. 
Afiiftant  Minifter  of  Chrift  Church  and 
St.  Peter’s,  Philadelphia. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Hutchins,  A.M.  Rec¬ 
tor  of  St.  James’s  Church,  Lancafter. 
The  Rev.  John  Campbell,  A.  M.  Rcftor 
of  York  and  Huntingdon.. 

Richard  Peters,  Efquire. 

Jasper  Yates,  Efquire. 

Stephen  Chambers,  Efq. 

Samuel  Powell,  Efquire. 

Thomas  Hartley,  Efquire. 

Edward  Shippen,  Efquire. 

John  Clark,  Efquire. 

William  Atlee,  Efquire. 

Mr.  Andrew  Dqz. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Edward  Duffield. 

Mr.  Joseph  Swift. 

Mr.  Nicholas  Jones. 

Mr.  John  Wood. 

From  the  State  of  DELAWARE. 

The  Rev.  Charles  H.  Wharton,  Rec¬ 
tor  of  Emanuel  Church,  New-Caftle. 
The  Hon.  Thomas  Duff,  Efquire. 

James  Sykes,  Efquire. 

Mr.  John  Reece. 

Mr.  Joseph  Tatlow. 

Mr.  Alexander  Reynolds. 

Mr.  Robert  Clay. 

From  the  State  of  MARYLAND. 

The  Rev.  William  Smith,  D.  D.  Prin¬ 
cipal  of  Walhington  College,  and  Rec¬ 
tor  of  Chefter  PariHi- 

The  Rev.  Samuel  Keene,  D.  D.  Rettor 
of  Dorc heifer  Parilli. 

The  Rev.  William  West,  D.  D.  Rec¬ 
tor  of  St.  Paul’s,  Baltimore  T  own. 

O  2  The 


loo  Lift  of  the  Members  of  the  Convention . 

The  Rev.  John  Andrews,  D.  D.  late 
Redior  of  St.  Thomas’s,  Baltimore,  and 
iiow^  Principal  of  the  Academy  of  the 
Proteftant  Epifcopal  Church,  Philadel¬ 
phia. 

The  Rev.  James  Jones  Wilmer,  Rec¬ 
tor  of  St.  George’s,  Harford  County. 

Dr.  Thomas  Cradock. 

Mr.  Joseph  Couden. 

From  the  State  of  VIRGINIA. 

The  Rev.  David  Griffith,  Redtor  of 
Fairfax  Parifh. 

John  Page,  Efquire. 

From  the ^  State  of  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

The  Rev.  Henry  Purcell,  D.D.  Re&or 
of  St.  Michael’s,  Charlefton. 

The  Hon.  Jacob  Read,  Efquire. 

The  Hon*  Charles  Pinkney,  Efquire. 


J  O  U  R- 


&c.  &c. 


Tuesday,  2  yth  of  September,  1785. 

Clerical  and  Lay  Deputies  from  £b- 

vera!  of  the  States  affembled  ;  and  judging 
it  proper  to  wait  the  arrival  of  the  Deputies 
from  the  other  States, 

Adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  ten  o’clock. 


Wednesday,  28  th  of  September,  1785. 

The  Convention  met,  according  to  ad¬ 
journment  ;  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Keene,  by 
defire,  read  prayers. 

The  Rev.  David  Griffith  was  unanimoufly 

w 

chofen  Secretary. 


On 
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On  motion,  Refolved ,  That  a  Prefident 
be  now  chofen  by  ballot,  and  that  each  State 
have  one  vote  ;  which  being  done,  and  the 
ballots  counted,  it  appeared  that  the  Rev. 
William  White,  D.  D.  was  unanimoufly 
chofen. 

Ordered. ,  That  the  Deputies  from  the  fe- 
veral  States  produce  the  teftimonials  of  their 
appointment  ;  which  being  done,  and  the 
teftimonials  read, 

Refolved ,  That  the  teftimonials  produced 
from  the  church  in  the  feveral  States,  viz. 
in  New  York,  New  Jerfey,  Pennfylvania, 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  South 
*  Carolina,  are  fatisfa£lory. 

The  Refolutions  of  a  Convention  of  the 
Proteftant  Epifcopal  Church,  held  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  on  the  6th  and  7th  of 
October,  1784,  were  read. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  lie  on  the  table. 

Adjourned  to  fix  o’clock  this  evening. 

Wednes- 
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Wednesday  Evening,  Six  o'clock . 

The  Convention  met,  according  to  ad¬ 
journment. 

Ordered ,  That  the  proceedings  of  a  for¬ 
mer  Convention  at  New  York  be  again  read ; 
which  being  done,  and  tne  different  ai  tides 
confidered, 

Refolved ,  That  the  firft,  fecond,  and 
third  articles  propofed  as  fundamental  by  the 
faid  Convention,  are  approved  of. 

The  fourth  article  being  read,  it  was,  on 
motion,  Refolved,  Ehat  a  Committee  be  ap¬ 
pointed,  confining  of  one  Clerical  and  one 
Lay  Deputy  from  the  Church  in  each  State, 
to  confider  of  and  report  fuch  alteiations  in 
the  Liturgy,  as  fhall  render  it  confident 
with  the  American  revolution  and  the  con- 
fhtutions  of  the  refpedfive  States .  And  fucn 
further  alterations  in  the  Liturgy,  as  it  may 

be  advifeable  for  this  Convention  to  recom¬ 
mend 
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mend  to  the  conlideration  of  the  Church 
here  reprefented. 

Refohed ,  That  the  fifth,  fixth,  and  fe- 
venth  of  the  aforefaid  articles,  propofed  as 
fundamental ,  are  approved  of ;  the  fixth  ar¬ 
ticle  being  firft  explained  and  underftood,  as 
meaning  that  the  Deputies  are  to  vote  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  States  from  which  they  come, 
and  not  individually. 

Refohed ,  That  a  Committee,  to  be  com- 
pofed  as  aforefaid,  prepare  and  report  a  draft 
of  an  ecclefiaftical  conftitution  for  the  Pro- 
teftant  Epifcopal  Church  in  the  United  States 
of  America. 

A  Committee  was  appointed  accordingly, 
viz.  the  Rev.  Mr.  Frovoft  and  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Duane  for  New  York  ;  the  Rev.  Mr.  Beach 
and  Mr.  Dennis  for  New  Jerley ;  the  Rev. 
Dr.  \\  hite  and  Mr.  Peters  for  Pennfyl vania ; 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Wharton  and  Mr.  Sykes  for 
Delaware;  the  Rev.  Dr.  Smith  and  Dr. 
Cradock  for  Maryland  ;  the  Rev.  Mr.  Grif¬ 
fith  and  Mr.  Page  for  Virginia ;  and  the 

Rev. 
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Rev.  Dr.  Purcell  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Read 
for  South  Carolina. 

Refolved \  That  the  preparing  the  necef- 
fary  and  propofed  alterations  in  the  Liturgy 
be  referred  to  the  fame  Committee. 

The  Convention  adjourned  to  ten  o’clock 

to-morrow  morning;. 

o 

Thursday,  2  9  th  of  September ,  1785. 

The  Convention  met,  according  to  ad¬ 
journment,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Magaw  read 
prayers. 

Refolved ,  That  a  perfon  be  appointed  to 
a  hi  ft  the  Secretary,  and  to  officiate  in  his 
ftead  when  he  fhall  be  employed  in  the  bu~ 
finefs  of  the  Committee  ;  and  Mr.  Clarke 
was  appointed  accordingly. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Smith,  as  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  for  reviling;  and  altering' the  Li~ 
tnrgy,  &c.  reported,  that  the  Committee 
had  made  fome  progrefs  in  the  bufinefs  re¬ 
ferred  to  them,  but  not  having  completed 

P  the 
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the  fame,  defired  leave  to  fit  again ;  which, 
being  agreed  to, 

The  Convention  adjourned  to  ten  o’clock 
to-morrow  morning. 

Friday,  30  th  of  September,  1785. 

The  Convention  met,  according  to  ad¬ 
journment,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Provoft  read 
prayers. 

On  motion,  Refolved ,  That  the  Commit¬ 
tee  for  revifing  and  altering  the  Liturgy, 
&c.  do  alfo  prepare  and  report  a  plan  for  ob¬ 
taining  the  confecration  of  Bifhops,  toge¬ 
ther  with  an  addrefs  to  the  Moft  Reverend 
the  Archbifhops  and  the  Right  Reverend  the 
Bifhops  of  the  Church  of  England,  for  that 
purpofe. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Smith,  from  the  Com¬ 
mittee  for  revifing,  &c.  reported  that  they 
had  made  further  progrefs  in  the  bufinefs  re¬ 
ferred  to  them,  but  not  having  firfifhed  the 

fame, 
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fame,  defired  leave  to  fit  again,  which  was 
agreed  to. 

The  Convention  adjourned  to  nine  o’clock 
to-morrow  morning. 

Saturday,  ijl  of  Ottober,  1785. 

The  Convention  met,  according  to  ad¬ 
journment  ;  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Smith  read 
prayers. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Smith,  from  the  Commit¬ 
tee  for  revifing,  &c.  reported,  that  they  had 
prepared  a  draft  of  the  alterations  to  be 
made  in  the  Liturgy  ;  and  that  they  had  alfo 
prepared  a  draft  of  a  General  Ecclefiaftical 
Conftitutign,  which  he  was  ready  to  re¬ 
port. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  now  received ; 
which  being  done,  and  the  report  read, 

Ordered ,  That  the  laid  report  lie  on  the 
table  for  the  perufal  of  the  members. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Smith,  from  the  fame 
Committee,  reported,  that  they  have  had 

P  2  under 
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under  confideration  the  further  alterations 
to  be  propofed  in  the  Liturgy,  and  were 
ready  to  report  in  part. 

Ordered ,  That  the  report  be  now  receiv¬ 
ed  and  read  :  which  being;  done. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  laft  read,  lie 
on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  fo  much  of  the  revifed  Li¬ 
turgy  as  refpefts  the  American  revolution 
and  the  conftitutions  of  the  States  be  again 
read,  and  confidered  by  paragraphs ;  which 
being  done. 

Ordered ,  T  hat  the  alterations  in  the  Li¬ 
turgy  to  be  propofed  to  the  church  be  again 
read,  and  coniidered  by  paragraphs  ;  which 
being  done  in  part, 

The  Convention  adjourned  to  fix  o’clock 
this  evening. 

Saturday  Evening,  Six  o'clock. 

i ne  Convention  met,  according  to  ad¬ 
journment,. 

Ordered, 
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Ordered ,  That  the  report  from  the  Com¬ 
mittee  be  refumed,  and  the  remainder  of 
it  read  and  confidered  by  paragraphs  ;  which 
being  done, 

The  Convention  adjourned  to  ten  o’clock 
on  Monday  morning. 

Monday,  ^d  of  October,  1785. 

The  Convention  met,  according  to  ad¬ 
journment  ;  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Weft  read 
prayers. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Smith,  from  the  Commit¬ 
tee  for  reviling,  &c.  reported,  that  they  had 
made  further  progrefs  in  the  bufinefs  refer¬ 
red  to  them,  and  were  ready  to  report. 

Ordered ,  That  the  report  be  now  receiv¬ 
ed,  and  that  the  fame  be  read  and  confi¬ 
dered  by  paragraphs ;  which  having  been 
done  in  part, 

The  Convention  adjourned  to  fix  o’clock 
this  evening. 

Monday 
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Monday  Evening,  Six  o'clock. 

The  Convention  met,  according  to  ad¬ 
journment. 

Ordered ,  That  the  report  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  for  revifing,  &c.  be  refumed,  which 
was  accordingly  done  ;  and  the  Convention 
having  made  further  progrefs  therein, 

Adiourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow 
morning, 

Tuesday,  \th  ofOdiober,  1785. 

The  Convention  met,  according  to  ad¬ 
journment  ;  and  the  Rev,  Mr.  Ogden  read 
prayers. 

Ordered ,  That  clerks  be  employed  to 
transcribe,  under  direction  of  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  for  revifing,  &c.  all  the 
alterations  propofed,  and  other  matters 
agreed  on  by  the  Convention. 

Ordered ,  That  the  draft  of  an  Eccle- 
ilaftical  Conftitution  be  read  and  confidered 

by 
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bv  paragraphs,  which  was  done  ;  and  the 
Convention,  having  made  fome  progrefs 
therein, 

Adjourned  to  fix  o’clock  this  evening. 

Tuesday  Evening,  Six  o  Clock. 

The  Convention  met,  purfuant  to  ad¬ 
journment. 

Ordered ,  That  the  confideration  of  the 

*  ** 

General  Ecclefiaftical  Conftitution  be  re¬ 
lumed,  and  that  the  fame  be  read  and  con- 
fidered  by  paragraphs  ;  which  being  done, 
and  the  blanks  filled  up,  was  agreed  to, 
and  is  as  follows,  viz. 


A  Gent- 
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/J-  General  Ecclejiaftical  Conjlhution  of  the 
Protefcant  Epifcopal  Church ,  in  the  United 
States  oj  America . 


Whereas,  in  the  courfe  of  Di¬ 
vine  Providence,  the  Proteftant  Epifcopal 
Chuich  in  the  united  States  of  America  is 


become  independent  of  all  foreign  autho¬ 
rity,  civil  and  ecclehaflical  : 


And  whereas,  at  a  meeting  of  Clerical 
and  Lay  Deputies  of  the  faid  Church,  in 
fimdry  of  the  laid  States,  viz .  in  the  States 
of  Maffachufetts,  Rhode  Ifland,  Connec¬ 
ticut,  New  York,  New  Jerfey,  Pennfyl- 


vania,  Delaware,  and  Maryland,  held  in 
the  city  of  New  lork,  on  the  6th  and 


7th  days  of  Odioher,  in  the  year  of  cur 
Lord  1784,  it  w*is  recommended  to  this 
Church  in  the  laid  States  reprefented  as 
afoiefaid,  and  propoied  to  this  Church 
in  the  States  not  reprefented,  that  they 
Ihouia  iend  Deputies  to  a  Convention  to 


be 
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be  held  In  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on 
the  Tuefday  before  the  feaft  of  St.  Mi¬ 
chael,  in  the  prefent  year,  in  order  to 
unite  in  a  Conftitution  of  Eccleliaftical 
Government,  agreeable  to  certain  funda¬ 
mental  principles  exprefled  in  the  faid  re* 
commendation  and  propofal : 

And  whereas,  in  confequence  of  the 
faid  recommendation  and  propofal,  Cleri¬ 
cal  and  Lay  Deputies  have  been  duly  ap¬ 
pointed  from  the  faid  Church  in  the  States 
of  New  York,  New  Jerfey,  Pennfyl vania, 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia  and  South 
Carolina  : 

The  faid  Deputies  being  now  affembled, 
and  taking  into  confideration  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  maintaining  uniformity  in  doc¬ 
trine,  difcipline,  and  wx>rfhip,  in  the  faid 
Church,  do  hereby  determine  and  declare, 

I.  That  there  fhall  be  a  general  Con¬ 
vention  of  the  Proteftant  Epifcopal  Church 
in  the  United  States  of  America,  which 
fhall  be  held  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 

Q  on 
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011  the  third  Tuefday  in  June,  in  the  year 
or  our  Lord  jy?65  and  for  ever  after, 
once  in  three  years  on  the  third  Tuefday 
or  June,  in  inch  place  as  fhall  be  deter* 
rnn,  d  by  the  Convention ;  and  fpecial 
run:- mgs  may  be  held  at  fuch  other  times 
arid  in  fuch  places  as  fhall  be  hereafter 
provide  d  for  ;  and  t  ms  Church,  in  a  ma- 
JTty  °f  the  States  aforefaid,  fliall  be  re- 
p relented  before  they  fhall  proceed  to  bu- 
iinels  ;  except  that  the  rep  refen  tation  of 
this  Church  from  two  States  fliall  be  fuf- 
ficient  to  adjourn  ;  and  in  all  bufinefs  of 
the  Convention  freedom  of  debate  fhall  be 
allowed. 

IL  There  fhall  be  a  rep  refen  tat  ion  of 
both  Clergy  and  Laity  of  the  Church  in 
each  State  which  fliall  confift  of  one  or 
more  Deputies,  not  exceeding  four,  of 
each  order  ;  and  in  all  queftions  the  faid 
Church  in  each  State  fhall  have  one  vote; 
and  a  majority  of  fuffrages  fhall  be  con¬ 
cha  five. 


.  In 
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III.  In  the  faid  Church  in  every  State 
reprefented  in  this  Convention,  there  fhall 
be  a  Convention  confiding  of  the  Clergy 
and  Lay  Deputies  of  the  congregations. 

IV.  “  The  Book  of  Common  Prayer, 
“  and  Adminiflration  of  the  Sacraments, 
“  and  other  Rites  and  Ceremonies  of  the 
<c  Church,  according  to  the  life  of  the 
iC  Church  of  England,”  (hall  be  conti¬ 
nued  to  be  ufed  by  this  Church,  as  the 
fame  is  altered  by  this  Convention,  in  a 
certain  inftrument  of  writing  paffed  by 

o 

their  authority,  entituled,  “  Alterations 
of  the  Liturgy  of  the  Proteftant  Epif- 
“  copal  Church,  in  the  United  States  of 
“  America,  in  order  to  render  the  fame 
“  conformable  to  the  American  revolution  and 
“  the  confutations  of  the  refpettive  fiatesA 

V.  In  every  State  where  there  fhall  be 
a  Bifhop  duly  confecrated  and  fettled,  and 
who  fhall  have  acceded  to  the  articles  of 
this  General  Ecclefiaftical  Confutation, 

Qjj  he 
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lie  fhall  be  confidered  as  a  member  of  the 
Convention  ex  officio . 

VI.  The  Biihop  or  Bifhops  in  every 
State  fhall  be  cholen  agreeably  to  fuch 
rules  as  {hall  be  fixed  by  the  refpeftive 
Conventions :  and  every  Bifhop  of  this 
Church  fhall  confine  the  exercife  of  his 
epifcopal  office  to  his  proper  jurifdi&ion  ; 
unlefs  requefted  to  ordain  or  confirm  by 
any  church  deftitute  of  a  Bifhop. 

VII.  A  Proteftant  Epifcopal  Church  in 
any  of  the  United  States  not  now  repre- 
fented,  may  at  any  time  hereafter  be  ad¬ 
mitted,  on  acceding  to  the  articles  of  this 
union. 

VIII.  Every  Clergyman,  whether  BI- 
ffiop  or  Prefbyter,  or  Deacon,  fhall  be 
amenable  to  the  authority  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion  m  the  State  to  which  he  belongs,  fo 
far  as  relates  to  fufpenfion  or  removal  from 
office ;  and  the  Convention  in  each  State 
fhall  inftitute  rules  for  their  conduit,  and 
an  equitable  mode  of  trial. 

IX.  And 
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IX.  And  whereas  it  is  reprefented  to 
this  Convention  to  be  the  defire  of  the 
Proteftant  Epifcopal  Church  in  thefe  States, 
that  there  may  be  farther  alterations  of 
the  Liturgy  than  fuch  as  are  made  necef- 
fary  by  the  American  revolution  ;  there¬ 
fore  the  44  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  and 
44  Adminiftration  of  the  Sacraments,  and 
4i  other  Rites  and  Ceremonies  of  the 
44  Church,  according  to  the  ufe  of  the 
44  Church  of  England,”  as  altered  by  an 
inftrument  of  writing,  palled  under  the 
authority  of  this  Convention,  entituled, 
44  Alterations  in  the  Book  of  Common 
44  Prayer,  and  Adminiftration  of  the  Sa- 
44  craments,  and  other  Rites  and  Ceremo- 

i 

44  nies,  of  the  Church,  according  to  the 
44  ufe  of  the  Church  of  England,  propofed 
44  and  recommended  to  the  Proteftant  Epif- 
44  copal  Church  in  the  United  States  of 
44  America,”  fhall  be  ufed  in  this  Church, 
when  the  fame  (hall  have  been  ratified  by 

the 
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the  Conventions  which  have  refpedivcly 
lent  Deputies  to  this  General  Convention. 

X.  No  perfon  fhall  be  ordained  or  per¬ 
mitted  to  officiate  as  a  Minifter  in  this 
Church,  until  he  fhall  have  fubfcribed  the 
following  declaration,  48  I  do  believe  the 

holy  leriptures  of  the  Old  and  New 

Teftament  to  be  the  word  of  God,  and 
44  to  contain  all  things  neceffary  to  falva- 
4 4  tion  ;  and  I  do  folemnly  engage  to  con- 
C6  form  to  the  dodlrines  and  worfhip  of 
€C  the  Proteftant  Epifcopal  Church,  as 
46  fettled  and  determined  in  the  Book  of 
4C  Common  Prayer,  and  x4dminiftration  of 
48  the  Sacraments,  fet  forth  by  the  Gene- 
44  ral  Convention  of  the  Proteftant  Epif- 
44  copal  Church  in  thefe  United  States.” 

XI.  This  General  Ecclefiaftical  Confti- 
tution,  when  ratified  by  the  Church  in 
the  different  fhites,  fhall  he  confidered  as 
fundamental ;  and  fhall  be  unalterable  by 

J 

the  Convention  of  the  Church  in  any 
State. 

The 


[  li9  ] 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Duane,  from  the  Com¬ 
mittee  for  revifing,  &c.  reported,  that 
they  had,  according  to  order,  prepared  a 
plan  for  obtaining  the  ccnfecration  of  Bi- 
fhops,  and  a  draft  of  an  addrefs  to  the 
Moft  Reverend  the  Archbiihops  and  the 
Right  Reverend  the  Bifhops  of  the  Church 
of  England,  and  were  ready  to  report  the 
fame. 

Ordered ,  That  the  plan  and  draft  now 
offered  be  received ;  which  beino*  done, 
and  the  fame  twice  read  and  confidered  by 
paragraphs,  was  ordered  to  be  tranfcribed. 

The  Convention  then  adjourned  to  ten 
o’clock  to-morrow  morning:. 

o 

Wednesday,  $th  of  Oclober ,  1785. 

The  Convention  met,  according  to  ad¬ 
journment;  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Provoft 
read  prayers. 

Ordered ,  That  the  tranfcribed  copy  of 
the  44  Alterations  in  the  Liturgy,  to  ren- 

44  der 
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“  der  it  confident  with  the  American  re- 
“  volution  and  the  Conftitutions  of  the 
“  refpedive  States,”  be  read  and  confi- 
dered  by  paragraphs  ;  which  being  done, 

Refolved,  That  the  Liturgy  {hall  be 
ufed  in  this  Church  as  accommodated  to 
the  revolution,  agreeably  to  the  alterations 
now  approved  of  and  ratified  by  this  Con¬ 
vention  *. 

On  motion,  Refolved,  That  the  fourth 
of  July  {hall  bs  obferved  by  this  Church 
for  ever,  as  a  day  of  thankfgiving  to  Al¬ 
mighty  God,  for  the  ineftimable  bleffings 
of  religious  and  civil  liberty  vouchfafed  to 
the  United  States  of  America. 

On  motion,  Refolved ,  That  the  fir  ft 
Thurfday  in  November  in  every  year  for 
ever,  lhall  be  obferved  by  this  Church  as 
a  day  of  general  thankfgiving  to  Almighty 


*  Neither  thefe  nor  the  other  alterations  after¬ 
wards  propofed  are  printed  in  the  Journal,  as  they 
will  appear  in  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  now  in 
the  prefs. 

God, 
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God,  for  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  and  all 
the  other  bleffings  of  his  merciful  pro¬ 
vidence. 

Ordered ,  That  a  Committee  be  appoint¬ 
ed  to  prepare  a  form  of  prayer  and  thankf- 
giving  for  the  fourth  of  July;  and  a  Com¬ 
mittee  was  accordingly  appointed,  viz.  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Smith,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Magaw, 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Wharton,  and  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Campbell. 

Ordered ,  That  the  alterations  in  the 
Liturgy  to  be  propofed  to  this  Church 
be  read  and  conlidered  by  paragraphs ; 
and  the  Convention  made  fome  progrefs 
therein. 

The  R  ev.  Dr.  Smith,  from  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  to  prepare  a  form  of  prayer  and 
thankfgiving  for  the  fourth  of  July,  re¬ 
ported  that  they  had  prepared  the  fame. 

Ordered ,  That  it  be  now  received  and 
read. 

Ordered ,  That  the  faid  report  be  re$d 

R  and 


■ 


[  122  ] 

and  confidered  by  paragraphs;  which  being 
done. 

Refolved ,  1  hat  the  faid  form  of  prayer 
be  ufed  in  this  Church  on  the  fourth  of 
July  for  ever. 

Then  the  Convention  adjourned  to  fix 
o’clock  this  evening. 


Wednesday  Evening,  Six  o'clock. 

The  Convention  met,  according  to  ad¬ 
journment. 

O;  dered,  That  the  confideration  of  the 
propofed  alterations  in  the  Liturgy  be 
refumed. 

Ordered ,  That  the  fame  be  again  read 
and  confidered  by  paragraphs  ;  which  be¬ 
ing  done,  and  the  alterations  agreed  to, 

Refolved ,  Tnat  the  faid  alterations  be 
propofed  and  recommended  to  the  Proteftant 
lepifcopal  Church  in  the  States  from  which 
there  are  Deputies  to  this  Convention, 

Ordered , 


I 
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Ordered,  That  the  alterations  made  in  the 
articles  be  again  read  ;  which  being  done, 

Ordered,  That  the  fame  be  read  and  con- 
fidered  by  paragraphs ;  which  being  done, 
and  fome  time  fpent  thereon, 

Refolved,  That  the  articles,  as  now  al¬ 
tered,  be  recommended  to  this  Church,  to 
be  by  them  adopted  in  the  next  General 
Convention. 

Ordered,  That  the  plan  for  obtaining 
Confecration,  and  the  Addrefs  to  the  Arch- 
bilhops  and  Bifhops  of  the  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land,  be  again  read  ;  which  being  done,  the 
fame  were  agreed  to,  and  are  as  follow  ; 

Fitji,  That  this  Convention  addrefs  the 
Archbifhops  and  Bifhops  of  the  Church  of 
England,  recjuefting  them  to  confer  the 
epifcopal  character  on  fuch  perfons  as  {hall 
be  chofen  and  recommended  to  them  for  that 
purpofe,  from  the  Conventions  of  this 
Church,  in  the  refpective  States. 

R  2  Secondly, 
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Secondly ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the 

faid  Conventions,  that  they  elect  perfons  for 
this  purpofe. 

Thirdly ,  That  it  be  farther  recommended 
to  the  different  Conventions,  at  their  next 
rdpeclive  feffions,  to  appoint  committees, 
with  powers  to  correfpond  with  the  Engl  iff 
Biff  ops,  for  the  carrying  of  thefe  refolutions 
into  effed  ;  and  that,  until  fuch  committees 
(hall  be  appointed,  they  be  requefted  to  di- 
re£l  any  communications  which  they  may 
be  pleafed  to  make  on  this  fubjedt,  to  the 
committee,  con  filling  of  the  Reverend  Dr. 
White,  Prefident,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Smith,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Provoft,  the  Honourable  James 

Duane,  Efq.  and  Samuel  Powell  and  Rich¬ 
ard  Peters,  Enquires. 

_  Fourthfy>  That  it  be  recommended  to  the 
different  Conventions,  that  they  payefpecial 
attention  to  the  making  it  appear  to  their 
Eordffips,  that  the  perfons  who  ffall  be 
lent  to  them  for  confecration,  are  defired  in 
the  charadter  of  Biffops,  as  well  by  the 
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Laity  as  by  the  Clergy  of  this  Church,  in 
the  faid  States  refpeftively ;  and  that  they 
will  be  received  by  them  in  that  chara&er 
on  their  return, 

Fifthly ,  And  in  order  to  allure  their  Lord- 
fhips  of  the  legality  of  the  prefent  propofed 
application,  that  the  Deputies  now  affem- 
bled  be  debited  to  make  a  refpe.dtful  addrefs 

■  i 

to  the  civil  rulers  of  the  States  in  which 

they  refpeflively  reiide,  to  certify  that  the 

*•  * 

faid  application  is  not  contrary  to  the  con- 
ftitutions  and  laws  of  the  fame. 

Sixthly ,  And  whereas  the  Bifhops  of  this 
Church  will  not  be  entitled  to  any  of  fach 
temporal  honours  as  are  due  to  the  Archbi- 
fhops  and  Bifhops  of  the  parent  Church,  in 
quality  of  Lords  of  Parliament ;  and  where¬ 
as  the  reputation  and  ufefulnefs  of  our  Bi¬ 
fhops  will  confiderably  depend  on  their  tak¬ 
ing  no  higher  titles  or  ftile  than  will  be  due 
to  their  fpiritual  employments  ;  that  it  be 
recommended  to  this  Church  in  the  States 
here  reprefented,  to  provide,  that  their  re- 

refpective 


refpeftive  Bilhops  may  be  called  “  The 
Right  Reverend  A.  B.  Bilhop  of  the  Pro¬ 
tect  Epifcopal  Church  in  C.  D."  and,  as 
Bilhop,  may  have  no  other  title  ;  and  may 
not  ufe  any  fuch  Rile  as  is  ufually  defcrip- 
tive  of  temporal  power  and  precedency,” 

'To  the  Mojl  Reverend  and  Right  Reverend  the 
Archbijhops  of  Canterbury  and  York,  and 
the  Bijhops  of  the  Church  of  England, 

We,  the  Clerical  and  Lay  Deputies  of 
the  Proteftant  Epifcopal  Church  in  fundry 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  think  it 
our  duty  to  add  refs  your  Lordfhips  on  a  fub- 
jeUt  deeply  interefting,  not  only  to  ourfelves 
and  thofe  whom  we  reprefent,  hut,  as  we 
conceive,  to  the  common  caufe  of  Chrifti- 
anity. 

Our  forefathers,  when  they  left  the  land 
of  their  nativity,  did  not  leave  the  bofom  of 
tnat  Church,  over  which  your  Lordfhips 


i 


now 
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now  prefide  ;  but,  as  well  from  a  veneration 
for  Epifcopal  Government,  as  from  an  at¬ 
tachment  to  the  admirable  fervices  of  our 
Liturgy,  continued  in  willing  connexion 
with  their  Ecclefiaftical  Superiors  in  Eng¬ 
land,  and  were  fubje&ed  to  many  local  in* 
conveniences,  rather  than  break  the  unity 
of  the  Church  to  which  they  belonged. 

When  it  pleafed  the  Supreme  Ruler  of 
the  Univerfe,  that  this  part  of  the  Britifli 
empire  (hould  be  free,  fovereign  and  inde¬ 
pendent,  it  became  the  mod  important  con¬ 
cern  of  the  members  of  our  communion  to 
provide  for  its  continuance :  And  while,  in 
accomplishing  of  this,  they  kept  in  view 
that  wife  and  liberal  part  of  the  fyftem  of 
the  Church  of  England,  which  excludes  as 
well  the  claiming  as  the  acknowledging  of 
fuch  fpiritual  fubjedlion  as  may  be  incon- 
fiftent  with  the  civil  duties  of  her  children, 
it  was  neverthelefs  their  earned  defire  and 
refolution  to  retain  the  venerable  form  of 
Epifcopal  Government,  banded  down  to 

them, 


them,  as  they  conceived,  from  the  time  of 
the  Apoftles  ;  and  endeared  to  them  by  the 
remembrance  of  the  holy  Bifhops  of  the  pri¬ 
mitive  Church,  of  the  bleffed  Martyrs  who 
reformed  the  dodhrine  and  worfhip  of  the 
Chinch  of  England,  and  of  the  many  great 
and  pious  Prelates  who  have  adorned  that 
Church  in  every  fucceeding  age.  But  how¬ 
ever  general  the  defire  of  completing  the  or¬ 
ders  of  our  Minilhy,  fo  diffufed  and  uncon¬ 
nected  were  the  members  of  our  commu¬ 
nion  over  this  extenfive  country,  that  much 
time  and  negotiation  were  neceffaiy  for  the 
forming  a  reprefentative  body  of  the  greater 
number  of  the  Epifcopalians  in  thefe  States ; 
and  owing  to  the  fame  caufes,  it  was  not 
until  this  Convention,  that  fufficient  powers 
could  be  procured  for  the  addreffing  your 
Lordfhips  on  this  fubjecl. 

1  *!e  Petlhon  which  we  offer  to  your  ve¬ 
nerable  body,  is— that  from  a  tender  regard 
to  the  religious  interefts  of  thoufands  in 
this  tiling  empire,  prof  effing  the  fame  reli- 


gious 
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gious  principles  with  the  Church  of  England ; 
you  will  be  pleafed  to  confer  the  Epifcopal 
%  char  after  on  fuch  perfonsas  fhall  be  recom¬ 
mended  by  this  Church  in  thefeveral  States 
here  reprefented :  Full  fatisfaftion  being 
given  of  the  fufficiency  of  the  perfons  re¬ 
commended,  and  of  its  being  the  intention 
of  the  general  body  of  the  Epifcopalians  in 
the  faid  States  refpeftively,  to  receive  them 
in  quality  of  Bifhops. 

Whether  this  our  requeft  will  meet  with 
infurmountable  impediments  from  the  poli¬ 
tical  regulations  of  the  kingdom  in  which 
your  Lordfhips  fill  fuch  diftinguifhed  fta- 
tions,  it  is  not  for  us  to  forefee ;  we  have 
not  been  afcertained,  that  any  fuch  will  ex- 
ift  ;  and  are  humbly  of  opinion,  that  as  citi¬ 
zens  of  thefe  States,  interefted  in  their  pro- 
fperity,  and  religioufly  regarding  the  alle- 


o-iance  which  we  owe  them,  it  is  to  an  ec- 
clefiaftical  fource  only  we  can  apply  in  the 

i 

prefent  exigency. 
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It 
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It  may  be  of  confequence  to  obferve, 
that  in  thefe  States  there  is  a  reparation  be¬ 
tween  the  concerns  of  policy  and  thofe  of 
religion ;  that  accordingly  our  civil  rulers 
cannot  officially  join  in  the  prefent  applica¬ 
tion  ;  that,  however,  we  are  far  from  appre¬ 
hending  the  oppofition  or  even  difpleafure 
of  any  of  thofe  honourable  perfonages ;  and 
finally,  that  in  this  bufinefs  we  are  juftified 
by  the  conftitutions  of  the  Hates,  which  are 
the  foundations  and  control  of  all  our  laws. 
On  this  point,  we  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the 
enclofed  extracts  from  the  conftitutions  of 
the  refpe&ive  States  of  which  we  are  citi¬ 
zens,  and  we  flatter  ourfelves  that  they 
mull  be  fatisfaftory. 

Thus  we  have  ftated  to  your  Lordffiips 
the  nature  and  the  grounds  of  our  applica¬ 
tion  ;  which  we  have  thought  it  moft  re- 
fpe&ful  and  moft  fuitable  to  the  magnitude 
of  the  object  to  addrefs  to  your  Lordlhips 
for  your  deliberation,  before  any  perfon  is 
fent  over  to  carry  them  into  effect ;  what- 

ever 
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ever  may  be  the  event,  no  time  will  efface 
the  remembrance  of  the  paft  fervices  of 
your  Lordfhips  and  your  predeceflors.  The 
Arch bi (hops  of  Canterbury  were  not  pre¬ 
vented,  even  by  the  weighty  concerns  of 
their  high  ftations,  from  attending  to  the 
interefts  of  this  diftant  branch  of  the  Church 
under  their  care.  The  Bifhops  of  London 
were  our  Diocefans  :  and  the  uninterrupted, 
although  voluntary,  fubmiffionof  our  con¬ 
gregations  will  remain  a  perpetual  proof  of 
their  mild  and  paternal  government.  All 
the  Bifhops  of  England,  with  other  diftin- 
guifhed  characters,  as  well  ecclefiaftical  as 
civil,  have  concurred  in  forming  and  car¬ 
rying  on  the  benevolent  views  of  the  So¬ 
ciety  for  propagating  the  Gofpel  in  foreign 
parts  ;  a  fociety  to  whom,  under  God,  the 
profperity  of  our  Church  is  in  an  eminent 
degree  to  be  afcribed.  It  is  our  earneft  wifh 
to  be  permitted  to  make,  through  your 
Lordfhips,  this  juft  acknowledgment  to 
that  venerable  fociety  ;  a  tribute  of  graft- 

S  2  tude 


tude  which  we  the  rather  take  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  paying,  as  while  they  thought 
it  nc cellary  to  withdraw  their  pecuniary 
a  fli  fiance  from  our  Minillers,  they  have 
endeared  their  pall  favours  by  a  benevolent 
declaration,  that  it  is  far  from  their 
thoughts  to  alienate  their  affedtion  from 
their  brethren  now  under  another  govern- 
ment  ;  with  the  pious  wifh,  that  their  for¬ 
mer  exertions  may  ftill  continue  to  bring 
foith  the  fruits  they  aimed  at  of  pure  reli- 

t 

gion  and  virtue.  Our  hearts  are  penetrat¬ 
ed  with  the  moll  lively  gratitude  by  thefe 
generous  fen timents;  the  Ions:  fucceffion 
of  former  benefits  paffes  in  review  before 
tis  ;  we  pray  that  our  Church  may  be  a 
lading  monument  of  the  ufefulnefs  offo 
worthy  a  body,  and  that  her  fons  may  ne¬ 
ver  ceafe  to  be  kindly  affeftioned  to  the 
members  of  that  Church,  the  Fathers  of 

which  have  fo  tenderly  watched  over  her 

infancy. 
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For  your  Lordfifips  in  particular,  we 
moft  fincerely  wifli  and  pray,  that  you  may 
long  continue  the  ornaments  of  the  Church 
of  England,  and  at  laft  receive  the  reward 
of  the  righteous  from  the  great  Shepherd 
and  Bifliop  of  Souls. 

We  are,  with  all  the  refpedl  which  is 
due  to  your  exalted  and  venerable  charac¬ 
ters  and  ftations, 

Your  Lordfifips’ 

Moft  obedient,  and 

Moft  humble  Servants, 

In  Convention,  Chrift - 
Church ,  Philadelphia , 

Odloher  $tb,  17  85. 

Refolved ,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed 
to  publifh  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer, 
with  the  alterations,  as  well  thofe  now  ra¬ 
tified  in  order  to  render  the  Liturgy  con¬ 
fident  with  the  American  revolution  and 
the  conftitutions  of  the  refpeftive  States, 


as 
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the  alterations  and  new  offices  recommend¬ 
ed  to  this  Church  ;  and  that  the  book  be 
accompanied  with  a  proper  Preface  or  Ad- 
drefs,  fetting  forth  the  reafon  and  expe¬ 
diency  of  the  alterations  ;  and  that  the 
Committee  have  the  liberty  to  make  ver¬ 
bal  and  grammatal  correftions  ;  but  in  fuch 
manner,  as  that  nothing  in  form  or  fub- 
ftance  be  altered. 

The  Committee  appointed  were  the  Re¬ 
verend  Dr.  White,  (Prefident)  the  Reve- 

rena  Dr.  Smith,  and  the  Reverend  Dr. 
Wharton. 

Ordered,  That  the  faid  Committee  be 
authonfed  to  difpofe  of  the  copies  of  the 
Common  Prayer  when  printed ;  and  that 
arter  defraying  all  expences  incurred  there¬ 
in,  they  remit  the  neat  profits  to  the  Trea- 
iurers  of  the  feveral  Corporations  and  So¬ 
cieties  for  the  relief  of  the  widows  and 
chiidien  of  deceafed  Clergymen  in  the 

States  reprefented  in  this  Convention;  the 

profits 
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profits  to  be  equally  divided  among  the  faid 
Societies  and  Corporations. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fame  Committee  be 
authorifed  to  publifh,  with  the  Book  of 
Common  Prayer,  fuch  of  the  reading  and 
finging  pfalms,  and  fuch  a  Kalendar  of 
proper  leffons  for  the  different  Sundays  and  • 
Holydays  throughout  the  year,  as  they 
may  think  proper. 

Refolved ,  That  the  fame  Committee  be 
authorifed  to  publifh  the  Journal  of  this 
Convention. 

Ordered ,  That  the  Journal  and  all  the 
proceedings  of  the  Convention  be  lodged 
in  the  hands  of  the  Prefident. 

On  motion,  Refolved \  That  the  Reve¬ 
rend  Dr.  Wharton,  having  preached  a  fer- 
mon  la  ft  Sunday  on  the  Duties  of  the  Mi- 
nifterial  office,  highly  fatisfa&ory  to  this 
Convention  and  the  whole  audience,  be  re¬ 
queued  to  publifh  the  fame. 

On  motion,  Refolved r,  That  the  Reve¬ 
rend  Dr.  Smith  be  requefted  to  prepare  and 
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preach  a  fermon  Tinted  to  the  folerrin  oc- 
cafion  of  the  prefent  Convention,  on  Fri¬ 
day  next ;  and  that  the  Service  be  then 
read ,  as  propofed  for  future  ufe . 

On  motion,  Refolved ,  That  the  thanks 
of  this  Convention  be  given  to  the  Pre- 
iident,  for  his  able  and  diligent  difeharge 
of  the  duties  of  his  office. 

On  motion,  Refolved ,  That  the  thanks 
of  this  Convention  be  given  to  the  Reve¬ 
rend  Dr.  Smith,  for  his  exemplary  dili¬ 
gence,  and  the  great  affiftance  he  has  ren¬ 
dered  this  Convention  as  Chairman  of  the 
Committee,  in  perfecting  the  important 
bufinefs  in  which  they  have  been  en¬ 
gaged. 

On  motion,  Refolved ,  That  the  thanks 
of  this  Convention  be  given  to  the  Reve¬ 
rend  Mr.  Griffith,  for  his  ability  and  dili¬ 
gence  in  the  difeharge  of  his  duty  as  Se¬ 
cretary. 

Then  the  members  prefent  of  the  Con- 
vention  figned  all  the  a£ts  and  mftruments, 

and 
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and  afterwards  adjourned,  to  meet  on  Fri¬ 
day  ten  o’clock,  at  the  Academy  of  the 
Proteftant  Epifcopal  Church,  in  order  to 
attend  divine  fervice  and  fermon. 


Friday,  7 th  of  Odlober,  1785. 

The  Convention  met,  according  to  ad¬ 
journment,  and  attended  divine  fervice  in 
Chrift  Church  ;  when  the  Liturgy,  as  al¬ 
tered,  was  read  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  White, 
and  a  fuitable  fermon  was  preached  by  the 
Reverend  Dr.  Smith  ;  after  which  the  Con¬ 
vention  adjourned,  to  meet  this  evening 
at  feven  o’clock,  at  the  Academy  of  the 
Proteftant  Epifcopal  Church. 


Friday  Evening,  Seven  o'clock . 

The  Convention  met,  according  to  ad¬ 
journment. 

On  motion,  Refolved,  That  the  thanks 
of  this  Convention  be  given  to  the  Reve- 

T  rend 
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fend  Dr.  Smith,  for  his  fermon  preached 
this  day  before  them  ;  and  that  he  be  re** 
quefted  to  publifh  the  fame. 

Refolved,  That  the  Prefident  be  requeft- 
ed  to  preach  at  the  opening  of  the  next 
Convention. 

The  Convention  then  adjourned. 

Signed ,  by  Order  of  the  Convention , 
WILLIAM  WHITE,  Prefident. 
Attejl .  David  Griffith,  Secretary. 
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AND 
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LIST 
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From  the  State  of  NEW  YORK. 

Th  E  Rev.  Samuel  Provost. 

The  Rev.  Joshua  Bloomer, 

The  Hon.  John  Jay,  Efquire. 


From  the  State  of  NEW  JERSEY. 

The  Rev.  Abraham  Beach. 

The  Rev.  William  Frazer. 

The  Hon.  David  Brearley,  Efquire. 
James  Parker,  Efquire. 

Matthias  PIalsted,  Efquire. 


From 
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The  Rev.  William  White,  D.  D, 

The  Rev.  Samuel  Mag  aw,  D.  D. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Blackwell. 

♦ 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Pilmore. 

The  Kon.  Francis  Hopkjnson. 
Plunket  Fleeson,  Efquire. 

Samuel  Powell,  Efquire. 

From  the  State  e/' DEL  AWARE, 

The  Rev.  Charles  H.  Wharton,  D.  D. 
The  Rev.  Sydenham  Thorne. 

Robert  Clay,  Efquire. 

Nicholas  Ridgeley,  Efquire. 

From  the  State  of  MARYLAND. 

The  Rev.  William  Smith,  B.  D. 

The  Rev.  Wi  lliam  Smith,  of  Stepney 
Parifh. 

From 
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From  the  State  of  VIRGIN  I A 

The  Rev.  David  Griffith. 

The  Hon.  Cyrus  Griffin,  Efquire. 


From  the  Slate  of  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

I  he  Rev.  Robert  Smith. 

Edward  Mitchel,  Efquire. 

The  Hon.  John  Parker,  Efquire. 
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&Pc.  &>c. 


Tuesday,  20  th  of  June,  1786. 

0>LERR-AL  and  Lay  Deputies  from  fe- 
veral  of  the  States  afiembled  ;  and  judging 
it  proper  to  wait  for  a  fuller  Convention  be¬ 
fore  they  entered  on  bufinefs, 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Wednesday,  lift  of  June,  1786. 

The  Convention  was  opened  with  di¬ 
vine  fervjce,  read  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Smith 
..ilia  Rev.  Mr.  Griffith,  and  a  Sermon 
on  the  occafion,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  White. 

^  >  Ordered, 
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Ordered ,  That  the  Members  prefent  ex¬ 
hibit  the  teflimonials  of  their  refpective  ap¬ 
pointments  ;  which  was  done  accordingly. 

Adjourned  to  nine  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  -nd  of  June ,  1786. 

The  Convention  met,  and  proceeded  to 
the  election  of  a  Prefident  and  Secretary  by 
ballot;  when  the  Rev.  David  Griffith  was 
duly  eledled  Prefident,  and  the  Plon.  Fran¬ 
cis  Hopkinfon,  Secretary  of  this  Coven- 
tion. 

*  Motion  made  by  the  Rev,  Robert  Smith, 
and  feconded, 

That  the  Clergy  prefent  produce  their 
letters  of  orders,  or  declare  bv  whom  they 
were  ordained. 

Whereupon  the  previous  queflion  was 
moved  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Smith,  and  fecond¬ 
ed  by  Dr.  White,  viz. 

Whether  this  queftion  (hall  now  be  put  ? 
which  being  carried  in  the  affirmative,  the 
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main  queftion  was  then  propofed,  and  de¬ 
termined  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  made  and  feconded, 

Ordered ,  That  the  letter  from  the  Arch- 
bifhops  and  Bifhops  of  England  to  this  Con¬ 
vention  be  now  read,  and  it  was  read  ac¬ 
cordingly,  in  the  words  following  : 


% 

London ,  Feb .  24,  i  y 8 6. 

Ttf  the  Clerical  and  Lay  Deputies  of  the  Pro - 
tejlant  Ep  if  copal  Church  in  j undry  of  the 
United  States  of  America. 

The  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury  hath  re¬ 
ceived  an  addrefs,  dated  in  Convention, 
Chrift  Church,  Philadelphia,  October  5, 
1  785,  from  the  Clerical  and  Lay  Deputies 
of  the  Proteftant  Epifcopal  Church  in  fun- 
dry  of  the  United  States  of  America,  dired- 
ed  to  the  Archbifhops  and  Bifhops  of  Eng- 

U  2  land, 
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land,  and  requefting  them  to  confer  the 
Epifcopal  character  on  fuch  perfons  as  fhall 
be  recommended  by  the  Epifcopal  Church 
in  the  feveral  States  by  them  reprefented. 

This  brotherly  and  chriftian  addrefs  was 
communicated  to  the  Archbifhop  of  York, 
and  to  the  Bilhops,  with  as  much  diipatch 
as  their  feparate  and  diftant  fituations  would 
permit,  and  hath  been  received  and  confi- 
dered  by  them  with  that  true  and  affection¬ 
ate  regard  which  they  have  always  fliewn 
towards  their  Epifcopal  brethren  in  Arne? 
rica. 

We  are  now  enabled  to  affure  you,  that 
nothing  is  nearer  to  our  hearts  than  the  wifh 
to  promote  your  fpiritual  welfare,  to  be  in- 
ft rumental  in  procuring  for  you  the  com¬ 
plete  exercife  of  our  holy  religion,  and  the 
enjoyment  of  that  ecclefiaftical  conftitution, 
which  we  believe  to  be  truly  apoftolical, 
and,  for  which  you  exprefs  fo  unreferved  a 
veneration. 
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We  are  therefore  happy  to  be  informed, 
that  this  pious  dsfign  is  not  likely  to  receive 
any  difcountenance  from  the  civil  powers 
under  which  you  live  ;  and  we  defire  you  to 
be  perftiaded,  that  we,  on  our  parts,  will 
life  our  beft  endeavours,  which  we  have 
good  reafon  to  hope  will  be  fuccefsful,  to 
acquire  a  legal  capacity  of  complying  with 
the  prayer  of  your  addrefs. 

With  thefe  fentiments  we  are  difpofed  to 
make  every  allowance  which  candour  can 

m/ 

fugged  for  the  difficulties  of  your  fituation, 
but  at  the  fame  time  we  cannot  helo  being 
afraid,  that,  in  the  proceedings  of  your 
Convention,  feme  alterations  may  have  been 
adopted  or  intended,  which  thole  difficulties 

i.  7 

do  not  feem  tojuftify. 

Thofe  alterations  are  not  mentioned  in 
your  addrefs,  and,  as  our  knowdedge  of 
them  is  no  more  than  what  has  reached  us 
through  private  and  lefs  certain  channels, 
we  hope  you  will  think  it  juft,  both  to  you 

and 
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and  to  o  Uriel  ves,  if  we  wait  for  an  expla¬ 
nation. 

For  while  we  are  anxious  to  give  every 
proof,  not  only  of  our  brotherly  affection, 
but  Qi  our  facility  in  forwarding  your  wifhes, 
we  cannot  but  be  extremely  cautious,  left 
we  ihouldbe  the  inftruments  of  eftablifhins 
an  ecclefiaftical  fvftem,  which  will  be  called 
a  branch  of  the  Church  of  England,  but  af- 
..  tenvards  may  poffibly  appear  to  have  de¬ 
parted  from  it  efientially,  either  in  doCtrine 
or  in  difcipline. 

In  the  mean  time,  we  heartily  commend 
you  to  God’s  holy  protection,  and  are, 


Tour  affectionate  Brethren , 


J.  Rochester, 
R.  Worcester, 
I.  Oxford, 

I.  Exeter, 

Tiio.  Lincoln, 
John  Bangor, 


I.  Lichfield  & 
Coventry, 

S.  Gloucester, 

E.  St.  David’s, 
Ciir.  Bristol, 

I.  Cantuar, 

W.  Ebor, 
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W.  Ebor,  S.  St.  Asaph, 

R.  London,  S.  Sarum, 

W.  Chichester,  J.  Peterborough, 
C.Bath&Wells,  James  Ely. 

?o  the  Reverend  and  Honour¬ 
able  the  Clerical  and  Lay 
Deputies  of  the  Protefant 
Epifcopal  Church  in  fundry 
of  the  United  States  of 
America,  Philadelphia. 

Refolved,  That  this  Convention  enter¬ 
tain  a  grateful  fenfe  of  the  chriftian  affeftion 
and  condefcenfion  manifefted  in  this  letter  : 
And  whereas  it.  appears  that  the  venerable 
Prelates  have  heard,  through  private  chan¬ 
nels,  that  the  Church  here  reprefented  have 
adopted,  or  intended,  fuch  alterations  as 
would  be  an  effential  deviation  from  the 
Church  of  England,  this  Convention  truft 
that  they  (hall  be  able  to  give  fuch  infor¬ 
mation  to  thole  venerable  Prelates,  as  will 

fatisfy 


fatisfy  them  that  no  fuch  alterations  have 
been  adopted  or  intended. 


Refolved,  That  a  Committee  be  now  ap¬ 
pointed  ?  to  drart  an  anfwer  to  the  letter  of 
the  Archbifhops  and  Bifhops  of  England. 

Refolved,  Chat  the  Hev.  Or.  Smith,  the 
Rev.  Dr.  White,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wharton, 
James  Parker  and  Cyrus  Griffin,  Efquires, 
be  the  Committee  for  this  purpoie. 

A  motion  made  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Provoft, 
and  feconded  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Smith,  of 
South  Carolina,  viz. 

That  tms  Convention  will  refolve  to  do 
no  aft  that  ffiall  imply  the  validity  of  ordi- 
nations  made  by  Dr.  Seaburv. 

The  previous  queftion  was  moved  by  Dr. 

•/ 

Smith,  feconded  by  Dr.  White,  viz. 

Shall  this  queftion  be  now  put: _ and 

carried  in  the  affirmative. - The  main 

queftion  was  then  propofed,  and  determin¬ 
ed  in  the  negative,  as  lollows. 


New 
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New  York,  Aye. 

New  Jersey,  Aye. 

Pennsylvania,  No. 

Delaware,  No. 

Maryland,  No. 

Virginia,  No. 

South  Carolina,  Aye. 

On  motion  made  by  Dr.  White,  and  fe« 
conded  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina, 

Refolved  unanimoufly.  That  it  be  recom¬ 
mended  to  this  Church  in  the  States  here 
reprefented,  not  to  receive  to  the  paftoral 
charge,  within  their  refpedlive  limits,  cler¬ 
gymen  profeffing  canonical  fubje&ion  to 
any  Bilhop,  in  any  ftate  or  country,  other 
than  thofe  Bilhops  who  may  be  duly  fettled 
in  the  States  reprefented  in  this  Conven¬ 
tion. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Friday,  the  2  ^d  of  June  9  1786. 

The  Convention  met,  according  to  ad¬ 
journment. 

X 
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On  motion  made  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Smith, 
of  South  Carolina,  and  feconded,  it  was 
unanimoufly 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to 
the  Conventions  of  the  Church,  reprefent- 
ed  in  this  General  Convention,  not  to  ad¬ 
mit  any  per  foil  as  a  Minifter  within  their 
refpedlive  limits,  who  fhall  receive  ordina¬ 
tion  from  any  Rifhop  refiding  in  America, 
during  the  application  now  pending  to  the 
Englifh  Bifhops  forEpifcopal  confecration. 

The  Journals  of  the  late  Convention  and 
the  propofed  conftitution  of  the  Church 
were  read  for  the  firft  time. 

Previous  to  a  fecond  reading,  a  memo¬ 
rial  from  the  Convention  of  the  Church  in 
the  State  of  New  Jerfey  was  prefented,  and 
llindry  communications  from  the  Conven¬ 
tions  in  the  other  States  were  made,  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  bufinefs  of  this  Convention  : 
Whereupon, 

Refolved ,  That  the  faid  memorial  and 
communications  be  referred  to  the  firPt  Ge¬ 
neral 
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neral  Convention  which  {hall  affemble 
with  fufficient  powers  to  determine  on  the 
fame  ;  and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  they 
be  lodged  with  the  Secretary. 

The  propofed  Conftitution  was  then 
taken  up  for  a  fecond  reading,  and  debated 
by  paragraphs. 

The  Preamble,  contained  in  three  claufes 
or  fedtions,  wras  agreed  to  without  alte¬ 
ration. 

The  queftion  being  then  put  on  the 
whole  of  the  propofed  Conftitution,  as 
now  amended,  the  fame  was  unanimoufly 
agreed  to,  as  follows  : 
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A  General  Confitution  of  the  Protefant 
Epifcopal  Church,  in  the  United  States  of 
America. 

Whe  REAS,  in  the  courfe  of  Di¬ 
vine  Providence,  the  Proteftant  Epifcopal 
Church  in  the  United  States  of  America  is 
become  independent  of  all  foreign  autho¬ 
rity,  civil  and  ecclefiaflical : 

And  whereas,  at  a  meeting  of  Clerical 
and  Lay  Deputies  of  the  faid  Church,  in 
fundry  of  the  faid  States,  viz.  in  the  States 
of  Maffachufetts,  Rhode  Illand,  Connec¬ 
ticut,  New  York,  New  Jerfey,  Pennfyl- 
vania,  Delaware,  and  Maryland,  held  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  on  the  6th  and 
7th  days  of  Odtober,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1784,  it  was  recommended  to  this 
Church  in  the  laid  States  reprefented  as 
aforefaid,  and  propofed  to  this  Church 
in  the  States  not  reprefented,  that  they 
fhould  fend  Deputies  to  a  Convention  to 

be 
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be  held  in  toe  city  of  Philadelphia,  oil 
the  Tuefday  before  the  feaft  of  St.  Mi¬ 
chael,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  i  ^8^,  in  or¬ 
der  to  unite  in  a  Conftitution  of  Ecclefiafti- 
cal  Government,  agreeably  to  certain  funda¬ 
mental  principles  expreffed  in  the  faid  re¬ 
commendation  and  propolal  : 

And  whereas,  in  confequence  of  the 
faid  recommendation  and  propofal,  Cleri¬ 
cal  and  Lay  Deputies  have  been  duly  ap¬ 
pointed  from  the  faid  Church  in  the  States 
of  New  Y  ork,  New  Jerfey,  Pennfyl vania, 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia  and  South 
Carolina  : 

The  faid  Deputies  being  now  affembled, 
and  taking  into  confideration  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  maintaining  uniformity  in  doc¬ 
trine,  difcipline,  and  worfhip,  in  the  faid 
Church,  do  hereby  determine  and  declare, 

I.  that  there  fhall  be  a  general  Con¬ 
vention  of  the  Proteftant  Epifcopal  Church 
in  the  United  States  of  America,  which 
lhall  be  held  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 

on 
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on  the  third  Tuefday  in  June,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  1786,  and  for  ever  after, 
once  in  three  years  on  the  fourth  Tuefday 
of  July,  in  fuch  place  as  fhall  be  deter¬ 
mined  by  the  Convention ;  and  fpecial 
meetings  may  be  held  at  fuch  other  times 
and  in  fuch  place  as  fhall  be  hereafter 
provided  for;  and  this  Church,  in  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  States  aforefaid,  (hall  be  re- 
prefented  before  they  fhall  proceed  to  bu¬ 
ll  nefs  ;  except  that  the  rep  refen  tation  of 
this  Church  from  two  States  fhall  be  fuf- 
ficient  to  adjourn  ;  and  in  all  bufinefs  of 
the  Convention  freedom  of  debate  fhall  be 
allowed. 

II.  There  fhall  be  a  reprefentation  of 
both  Clergy  and  Laity  of  the  Church  in 
each  State  which  fhall  conllft  of  one  or 
more  Deputies,  not  exceeding  four,  of 
each  order,  chofen  by  the  Convention  of 
each  State  ;  and  in  all  queftions  the  faid 

t 

Church  in  each  State  fhall  have  but  one 

vote  ; 
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vote ;  and  a  majority  of  luff rages  fhall  be 
con  cl  u  live. 

IIJ.  Ia  the  faid  Church  in  every  State 
reprefented  in  this  Convention,  there  fhall 
be  a  Convention  confiding  of  the  Clergy 
and  Lay  Deputies  of  the  congregations. 

IV.  46  The  Book  of  Common  Prayer, 
44  and  Adminiftration  of  the  Sacraments, 
44  and  other  Rites  and  Ceremonies  of  the 
44  Church,  according  to  the  ufe  of  the 
44  Church  of  England,”  fhall  be  conti¬ 
nued  to  be  ufed  by  this  Church,  as  the 
fame  is  altered  by  this  Convention,  in  a 
certain  inftrument  of  writing  pafled  by 
their  authority,  entituled,  44  Alterations 
44  of  the  Liturgy  of  the  Proteftant  Epif- 
44  copal  Church,  in  the  United  States  of 
44  America,  in  order  to  render  the  fame 

i  • 

44  conformable  to  the  American  revolution  and 
44  the  confutations  of  the  r  effective  fates  A 

V.  In  every  State  where  there  fhall  be 
a  Bifhop  duly  confecrated  and  fettled,  and 
who  fhall  have  acceded  to  the  articles  of 

this 
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this  Ecclefiaftical  Conftitution,  he  fhall 
be  confidered  as  a  member  of  the  General 
Convention  ex  officio  ;  and  a  Bifhop  fhall 
always  prefide  m  the  General  Convention* 
if  any  of  the  Epifcopal  Order  be  prefent. 

VI.  The  Bifhop  or  Bifliops  in  every 
State  fliali  be  chofen  agreeably  to  fuch 
rules  as  fhall  be  fixed  by  the  Convention 
of  that  State  :  and  every  Bifhop  of  this 
Church  fhall  confine  the  exercife  of  his 
epifcopal  office  to  his  proper  jurifdiction  ; 
unlefs  requeued  to  ordain  or  confirm,  or 
perform  any  other  a  ft  of  the  Epifcopal  of¬ 
fice,  by  any  church  deftitute  of  a  Biffiop. 

VII.  A  Protefiant  Epifcopal  Church  in 
any  of  the  United  States  not  now  repre- 
fented,  may  at  any  time  hereafter  be  ad¬ 
mitted,  on  acceding  to  the  articles  of  this 
union. 

VIII.  Every  Clergyman,  whether  Bi¬ 
ffiop  or  Preffiyter,  or  Deacon,  lhall  be 
amenable  to  the  authority  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion  in  the  State  to  which  he  belongs,  lo 

far 
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far  as  relates  to  fufpenfion  or  removal  from 
office ;  and  the  Convention  in  each  State 
iliall  inftitute  rules  for  their  conduct,  and 
an  equitable  mode  of  trial.  And  at  every 
trial  of  a  Bifhop,  there  fnall  be  one  or  more 
of  the  epifeopai  order  prefent ;  and  none 
but  a  Bifhop  (hall  pronounce  fentence  of 
depofition  pr  degradation  from  the  minifhy 
on  any  Clergyman,  whether  Bifhop,  or 
Prefbyter,  or  Deacon. 

IX.  And  whereas  it  is  rep  relented  to  this 
Convention  to  be  the  general  defire  of  the 
Proteftant  Epifeopai  Church  in  thefe  States, 
that  there  may  be  farther  alterations  of 
the  Liturgy  than  fuch  as  are  made  necef- 
fary  by  the  American  revolution  ;  there- 
fore  the  44  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  and 
44  Admin  iff  ration  of  the  Sacraments,  and 
44  other  Rites  and  Ceremonies  as  re~ 


a 


vifed  and  propofed  to  the  ufe  of  the  Pro- 
44  teftant  Epifeopai  Church,  at  a  Conven- 
44  tion  of  the  laid  Church  in  the  States  of 


44  New  York,  New  Jerky,  Pennfvf  mia, 


44  Dela- 
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Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  and 
46  South  Carolina,”  may  be  ufed  by  the 
Church  in  fuch  of  the  States  as  have  adoptr 
ed  or  may  adopt  the  lame  in  their  particu¬ 
lar  Conventions,  till  further  provifion  is 
made,  in  this  cafe,  by  the  firft  General 
Convention  which  lhall  affemble  with  fuffi- 
cient  power  to  ratify  a  Book  of  Common 
Prayer  for  the  Church  in  thefe  States. 

X.  No  perfon  ffiall  be  ordained,  until 
due  examination  had  by  the  Bilhop  and  two 
Prefbyters,  and  exhibiting  teftimonials  of 
his  moral  conduct  for  three  years  paft, 
figned  by  the  Minifter  and  a  majority  of 
the  Veftry  of  the  Church  where  he  has  laft 
refided  ;  or  permitted  to  officiate  as  a  Mi¬ 
nifter  in  this  Church,  until  he  has  exhi¬ 
bited  his  letters  of  ordination,  and  fub- 
fcrxbed  the  following  declaration,  “  I  do 
“  believe  the  holy  fcriptures  of  the  Old 
s/-  and  New  Teftament  to  be  the  word  of 

God,  and  to  contain  all  things  neceftary 
i .  to  ou!  falvation  ;  and  I  do  lolemnly  en- 
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66  gage  to  conform  to  the  doftrines  and 
“  worfhip  of  the  Proteftant  Epifcopal 
“  Church  in  thefe  United  States.” 

XI.  The  conftitution  of  the  Proteftant 
Epifcopal  Church  in  the  United  States  of 
America,  when  ratified  by  the  Church  in 
a  majority  of  the  States  aflembled  in  Gene¬ 
ral  Convention,  with  fufficient  power  for 
the  purpofe  of  fuch  ratification,  fliall  be 
unalterable  by  the  Convention  of  any  par¬ 
ticular  State,  which  hath  been  reprefented 
at  the  time  of  iiich  ratification. 

Adjourned  to  ten  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Saturday,  24 th  of  June,  1786. 

The  Convention  met. 

The  Committee  appointed  for  that  pur¬ 
pofe,  reported  an  anfwer  to  the  letter  from 
the  Archbifhops  and  Bifhops  of  England. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Halfted, 

Refolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to 
the  Conventions  of  this  Church  in  the 

Y  2  ,  feveral 
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feveral  States  reprelented  in  this  Conven- 
tion,  that  tney  authorife  and  empower 
their  deputies  to  the  next  General  Conven¬ 
tion,  after  we  fhall  have  obtained  a  Bifliop 
or  Bifhops  in  our  Church,  to  confirm  and 
ratiiy  a  general  Conftitution,  relpecfmg 
both  the  doctrine  and  difcipline  of  the  Pro- 
teftant  Epifcopal  Church  in  the  United 
St  ates  of  America. 

On  motion,  Refohed ,  That  the  thanks 
of  this  Convention  be  given  to  the  Rev. 
Dr.  White ,  for  his  Sermon  at  the  opening 
of  this  Convention  ;  and  that  he  be  re¬ 
queued  to  have  the  fame  printed. 

Refohed ,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Con¬ 
vention  be  given  to  his  Excellency  John 
Adams,  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  at  the  court  of  .London;  to 
the  Hon.  Richard  Henry  Lee,  late  Prefix 
dent  of  Congrefs ;  to  the  Hon.  John  Jay, 
Secretary  for  foreign  affairs  ;  and  to  Rich- 
aid  X  eters,  Efq.  for  their  kind  attention  to 

the 
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the  concerns  of  this  Church  :  and  that  the 
Prefident  be  defired  to  tranfmit  the  fame. 

Refolved ,  That  a  Committee  of  corref- 
pondence  be  appointed,  and  the  fc’  owing 
gentlemen  were  appointed  accordingly : 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Griffith,  Prefident,  Rev. 
Dr.  Smith,  Rev.  Dr.  White,  Rev.  Mr. 
Provoft,  Hon.  John  Jay,  Hon.  James 
Duane,  Samuel  Powell,  and  Francis  Hop- 
kin  ion,  Efquires. 

Refolved ,  That  the  Rev.  Dr.  White, 
Dr.  Magaw,  Mr.  Blackwell,  and  F.  Hop- 
kinfon,  Efquire,  be  a  Committee  for  pub- 
lifhing  the  Journals  of  this  Convention. 

Adj  ourned,  to  meet  at  Chrift  Church 
to-morrow  afternoon,  immediately  after 
divine  fervice. 

.  -  i  *  ' 

Sunday  Afternoon,  25th  of  June,  1786. 

# 

The  Convention  met. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Jay,  a  Delegate  from 

New 


1 
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New  York,  attended,  and  took  his  feat 
in  Convention. 

Some1  objections  having  been  made  to 

* 

the  draft  of  an  anfwer  to  the  letter  from 
the  Archbifhops  and  Bifhops  of  England, 
the  fame  was  re-committed. 

On  motion  made  and  feconded,  Mr.  Jay 
and  Mr.  Hopkinfon  were  added  to  this 
Committee. 

Adjourned  to  eleven  o’clock  to-morrow. 

Monday,  26th  of  June,  1786. 

The  Convention  met. 

The  Committee  reported  a  draft  of  an 

anfwer  to  the  letter  from  the  Archbifhops 

* 

and  Bifhops  of  England,  which,  bein^ 
read  and  confidered,  was  agreed  to,  and  is 
as  follows : 


7 « 
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to  the  Mojl  Reverend  and  Right  Reverend 
Fathers  in  God,  the  Archbishops  and 
Bishops  of  the  Church  of  England. 


Mofl  Worthy  and  Venerable 
Prelates ! 


We,  the  Clerical  and  Lay  Deputies  of 
the  Proteftant  Epifcopal  Church,  in  the 
States  of  New  York,  New  Jerfey,  Penn- 
fylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
and  South  Carolina,  have  received  the 
friendly  and  affe&ionate  letter  which  your 
Lordfhips  did  us  the  honor  to  write  on 
the  24th  day  of  February,  and  for  which  we 
requeft  you  to  accept  our  fincere  and  grate¬ 
ful  acknowledgments. 

It  gives  us  pleafure  to  be  affured,  that 
the  fuccefs  of  our  application  will  probably 
meet  with  no  greater  obftacles  than  what 
have  arifen  from  doubts  refpedling  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  the  alterations  we  have  made  and 
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propofed ;  and  we  are  happy  to  learn,  that 
as  no  political  impediments  oppofe  us  here, 
thole  which  at  prefent  exift  in  Endand 
may  be  removed. 

While  doubts  remain  of  our  continuinp* 

O 

to  hold  the  fame  eiTential  articles  of  faith 
and  difcipline  with  the  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land,  we  acknowledge  the  propriety  of 
fufpending  a  compliance  with  our  reqr.eft. 

We  are  unanimous  and  explicit  in  affisr- 
ing  your  Lordfhips,  that  we  neither  have 
departed,  nor  propofe  to  depart,  from  the 
dodtri  nes  of  your  Church.  We  have  re¬ 
tained  the  fame  difcipline  and  forms  of 
worfhip,  as  far  as  was  confident  with  our 
civil  couftitutions  ;  and  we  have  made  no 
alterations  or  omiffions  in  the  Book  of 
Common  Prayer,  but  fuch  as  that  confi- 
deration  prefcribed,  and  fuch  as  were  cal¬ 
culated  to  remove  objections,  which  it  ap¬ 


peared  to  us  more  conducive  to  union  and 
general  content  to  obviate,  than  to  difpute. 
It  is  well  known  that  many  great  and 


pious 
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pious  men  of  the  Church  of  England  have 
long  wiflied  for  a  revifion  of  the  Liturgy* 
which  it  was  deemed  imprudent  to  ha¬ 
zard,  left  it  might  become  a  precedent  for 
repeated  and  improper  alterations.  This 
is  with  us  the  proper  feafon  for  fuch  a  re¬ 
vifion.  We  are  now  fettling  and  order¬ 
ing  the  affairs  of  our  Church,  and,  if 
wifely  done,  we  ftiall  have  reafon  to  pro- 
mife  ourfelves  all  the  advantages  that  can 
refult  trom  liability  and  union. 

We  are  anxious  to  compleat  our  Epif- 
copal  fyftem  by  means  of  the  Church  of 
England.  We  efteem  and  prefer  it,  and 
with  gratitude  acknowledge  the  patronage 
and  favours  for  which,  while  connected, 
we  have  conftantly  been  indebted  to  that 
Church.  Thefe  confiderations,  added  to 
that  of  agreement  in  faith  and  worfhip, 
prefs  us  to  repeat  our  former  requeft,  and 
to  endeavour  to  remove  your  prefent  hefita- 
tion,  by  fending  you  our  propofed  Eccle- 

Z  fiaftical 
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fiaftical  Conftitution  and  Book  of  Common 
Prayer. 

Thefe  documents,  we  truft,  will  af¬ 
ford  a  full  anfwer  to  every  queftion  that 
can  anfe  on  the  fubject.  We  confider 
your  Lordfhips’  letter  as  very  candid  and 
kind ;  we  repofe  full  confidence  in  the  af- 
furances  it  gives;  and  that  confidence,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  liberality  and  catholicifm 
of  your  venerable  body,  leads  us  to  flatter 
ourfelves,  that  you  will  not  difclaim  a 
branch  of  your  Church  merely  for  having 
been  in  your  Lordfhips’  opinion,  if  that 
fliould  be  the  cafe,  pruned  rather  more 
clofely  that  its  feparation  made  abfolutely 
neceffary. 

We  have'  only  to-  add,  that,  as  our 
Church  in  fundry  of  thefe  States  hath  al¬ 
ready  proceeded  to  the  election  of  perfons 
to  be  fent  for  confecration,  and  others  may 
foon  proceed  to  the  fame,  we  pray  to  be 
favoured  with  as  fpeeay  an  anfwer  to  this 
our  fecond  addrcfs,  as,  in  your  great  good- 

nefs, 
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nefs,  you  were  pleafed  to  give  to  our  for¬ 
mer  one. 

We  are , 

%  —  , 

With  great  and  Jincere  refpedl, 

Mojt  worthy  and  venerable  Prelates , 
Tour  obedient  and 

4 

In  Convention .  T,  ,  , ;  r 

Chrift  Church,  v ery  humble  fervants , 

Philadelphia, 

June  26,  1788.  VIRGINIA. 

N 

David  Griffith,  Prejident. 
Cyrus  Griffin. 

N  E  W  Y  O  R  K. 
Samuel  Provost,  Relior  of 
Trinity  Church,  New  York. 
Joshua  Bloomer,  RePtor  of 
Jamaica,  Long  Ifiand. 

John  Jay. 

NEW  JERSEY. 
Abraham  Beach,  Redlor  of 
Chrill  Church,  New  Brunf- 
wick. 

James  Parker. 

Matthias  Halsted. 

Z  2 
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PENN- 
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PENNSYLVANIA. 

William  White,  D.  D. 

,  Redior  of  Chrift  Church 
and  St.  Peterh. 

Samuel  Mag  aw,  D.  D.  Vice 
Provof  of  the  Univerfty  of 
Pennfylvania,  and  Rector  of 

St.  Paulh. 

*  •  < 

Robert  Blackwell,  AJJif 

t  ant  Minijier  tf/'ChriftChu  rch 

1 

and  St.  PeterV. 

Samuel  Powell. 

I'  R  ANCIS  HoPKINSON. 

1 

DELAWARE. 

Sydenham  Thorne,  Redior  of 
Chrift  Church  and  St.  Paul’r. 
Char  lesH.  Wharton,  D.D. 
ReSlor  of  Emanuel  Church, 
New  Caftle, 

Robert  Clay. 

Nicholas  Ridgeley. 

MARY- 
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MARYLAND. 


William  Smith,  D.  D. 
Principal  of W  afhington  Col - 
lege ,  and  Reffor  of  Chefter 
Parifh . 

William  Smith,  Rchlor  of 


Stepney  Parifh. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA. 


Robert  Smith,  Rehlor  of  St . 
Philip’ J  Church,  Charlef- 
ton. 

John  Parker. 


A  fair  copy  of  the  above  being  engroffed 
and  compared  at  the  table,  the  fame  was 
ligned  by  the  members  prefent,  and  deli¬ 
vered  to  the  Committee  of  Correfpondence, 
to  be  forwarded  to  England. 

Refolved ,  That  the  Committee  of  Corre¬ 
fpondence  be  empowered  to  call  a  General 

Conven- 
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Convention,  whenever  a  majority  of  the 
faid  Committee  fhall  think  it  necefiary. 

It  was  determined  by  ballot,  that  Wil¬ 
mington,  in  the  State  of  Delaware,  fhall  be 

the  next  place  of  meeting 
x  o 

Refolved ,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Con¬ 
vention  be  given  to  the  Prefident  for  his  im¬ 
partial  and  diligent  difcharge  of  the  duties  of 
his  office. 

Refolved, ,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Con¬ 
vention  be  given  to  Francis  Hopkinfon, 
Ein.  for  his  diligence  in  the  difcharge  of 
his  duty  as  Secretary. 

Refolved ,  That  the  Prefident  be  requefled 
to  open  the  next  Convention  with  a  fermon. 
Tne  Convention  adjourned,  fne  die . 

Signed ,  by  order  of  the  Convention , 

DAVID  GRIFFITH,  Prefident. 
f  rancis  Hopkinson,  Secretarv. 

Tuesday, 
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Tuesday,  10th  of  Odlober,  1786. 


On  motion,  the  letters  received,  fince 
the  laft  meeting,  from  the  Archbifhops  of 
England,  with  the  forms  of  teftimonials, 
and  a £t  of  Parliament,  inclofed  and  referred 
to,  be  now  read,  and  they  were  read  ac¬ 
cordingly,  in  the  words  following  : 


T 5  the  Committee  of  the  General  Convention  at 
Philadelphia,  the  Rev .  Dr.  White ,  Pref- 
dent ,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Smith ,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Provojl ,  the  Hon.  James  Duane ,  Samuel 
Powell ,  Richard  Peters ,  Efqrs. 


Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen, 


INFLUENCED  by  the  fame  fentiments 
of  fraternal  regard  expreffed  by  the  Arch- 
bifhops  and  Bifhops  in  their  anfwer  to  your 
addrefs,  we  defire  you  to  be  perfuaded,  that 
if  we  have  not  yet  been  able  to  comply  with 

your 
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your  requeft,  the  delay  has  proceeded  from, 
no  tardinefs  on  our  part.  The  only  caufe 
of  it  has  been  the  uncertainty  in  which  we 
were  left,  by  receiving  your  addrefs  unac¬ 
companied  by  thole  communications  with 
regard  to  your  Liturgy,  Articles,  and  Eccle- 
fiairical  Confutation,  without  the  knowledge 
of  which  we  could  not  prefume  to  apply  to 
the  Legiflature  for  fuch  powers  as  were  ne- 
cefiary  to  the  completion  of  your  willies. 
The  Journal  of  the  Convention,  and  the 
firft  part  of  your  Liturgy,  did  not  reach  us 
till  more  than  two  months  after  our  receipt 
of  your  addrefs  ;  and  we  were  not  in  poffef- 
flon  or  tue  remaining  part  of  it,  and  of  your 
articles,  till  the  laft  day  of  April.  The 
wdiole  of  your  communications  was  then, 
wuth  as  little  delay  as  poffible,  taken  into 
confederation  at  a  meeting  of  the  Archbi- 
fhops  and  fifteen  of  the  Bifnops,  being  all 
who  weie  then  in  London  and  able  to  at¬ 
tend  ;  and  it  was  impoffible  not  to  obferve, 
with  concern,  that  if  the  effential  doftrines 

of 
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of  our  common  faith  were  retained,  lefs  re* 
fpe£l  however  was  paid  to  our  Liturgy  than 
its  own  excellence,  and  your  declared  at¬ 
tachment  to  it,  had  led  us  to  expert  :  not 
to  mention  a  variety  of  verbal  alterations,  of 
the  neceffity  or  propriety  of  which  we  are 
by  no  means  fatisfied,  we  law  with  grief, 
that  two  of  the  confeffions  of  our  Chriftian 
Faith,  refpeftable  for  their  antiquity,  have 
been  entirely  laid  alide ;  and  that  even  in 
that  which  is  called  the  Apoftles’  Creed,  an 
article  is  omitted,  which  was  thought  ne- 
ceflary  to  be  inferted,  with  a  view  to  a  par¬ 
ticular  herely,  in  a  very  early  age  of  the 
Church,  and  has  ever  lince  had  the  vene¬ 
rable  fanftion  of  univerfal  reception.  Ne- 
verthelefs,  as  a  proof  of  the  lincere  defire 
which  we  feel  to  continue  in  fpiritual  com¬ 
munion  with  the  members  of  your  church 
in  America,  and  to  complete  the  orders  of 
your  miniftry,  and  trufting  that  the  com¬ 
munications  which  we  lhall  make  to  you, 
on  the  lubjefl  of  thefe  and  fome  other  alte- 

A  a  rations. 


-*'7  7-.  ' 


[  >78  ] 

rations,  will  have  their  delired  effect,  we 
:  tve,  even  under,  thefe  circumrtances,  pre¬ 
pared  a  bill  for  conveying  to  us  the  powers 
necellary  for  this  purport.  It  will  in  a  few 
days  be  prefented  to  Parliament,  and  we 
have  the  bed;  reafons  to  hope  that  it  will  re¬ 
ceive  the  afient  of  the  Legiflature.  This 
bill  will  enable  the  Archbilhops  and  Bifhops 
to  give  Epifcopal  Confecration  to  the  per- 
fons  who  fhall  be  recommended,  without 
requiring  from  them  any  oaths  or  fubfcrip- 
tions,  inconfiftent  with  the  fituation  in 
which  the  late  Revolution  has  placed  them  ; 
upon  condition  that  the  full  fatisfadtion  of 
the  fufficiency  of  the  perfons  recommended, 
which  you  offer  to  us  in  your  addrefs,  be 
given  to  the  Archbilhops  and  Bifhops.  You 
will  doubtlefs  receive  it  as  a  mark  both  of 
our  friendly  difpofition  towards  you,  and  of 
our  defire  to  avoid  all  delay  on  this  occa- 
lion,  that  we  have  taken  this  earlieft  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  conveying  to  you  this  intelligence, 
and  that  we  proceed  (as  fuppodng  ourlelves 

inverted 
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inverted  with  that  power  which  for  your 
lakes  we  have  requefted)  to  ftate  to  you 
particularly  the  feveral  heads,  upon  which 
that  latisfaftion  which  you  offer,  will  be  ac¬ 
cepted,  and  the  mode  in  which  it  may  be 
given.  The  anxiety  which  is  fhewn  by  the 
Church  of  England  to  prevent  the  intrufion 
of  unqualified  perfons  into  even  the  inferior 
offices  of  our  Miniftry,  confirms  our  own 
fentiments,  and  points  it  out  to  be  our 
duty,  very  earneftly  to  require  the  mo  ft 
decifive  proofs  of  the  qualifications  of 
thofe  who  may  be  offered  for  admiffion  to 
that  order,  to  which  the  fuperintendence  of 
thofe  offices  is  committed.  At  our  feveral 
ordinations  of  a  Deacon  and  a  Prieft,  the 
candidate  fubmits  himfelf  to  the  examination 
of  the  Bifhop  as  to  his  proficiency  in  learn¬ 
ing  ;  he  gives  the  proper  fecurity  of  his 
loundnefs  in  the  Faith  by  the  fubfcriptions 
which  are  made  previoufty  necefiary  ;  he  is 
required  to  bring  teftimonials  of  his  virtu¬ 
ous  converfation  during  the  three  preceding 

A  a  2  years  ; 
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)^ears  ;  and  that  no  mode  of  inquiry  may 
be  omitted,  public  notice  of  his  offering* 
himfelf  to  be  ordained  is  given  in  the  parifh 
church  where  he  refides  or  minifters,  and 
the  people  are  lolemnly  called  upon  to  de¬ 
clare,  if  they  know  any  impediment  for  the 
which  he  ought  not  to  be  admitted.  At 
the  time  of  ordination  too  th@  lame  folemn 

call  is  made  on  the  congregation  then  pre- 
fent. 

Examinations,  fubfcription  and  teftimo- 
nials  are  not  indeed  repeated  at  the  confe- 
cration  of  an  Englilh  Bilhop,  becaufe  the 
perfon  to  be  confecrated  has  added  to  the 
given  at  his  former  ordinations, 
that  fandlion  which  arites  from  his  having 
conftantly  lived  and  exercifed  his  miniftry 
under  the  eyes  and  obfervation  of  his  coun¬ 
try.  But  the  objects  of  our  prefent  confide  - 
lation  are  very  differently  circumftanced  ; 
then  fufficiency  in  learning,  the  fcundnefs 
of  their  faith,  and  the  purity  of  their  man¬ 
ners,  are  not  matters  of  notoriety  here  ; 

means, 
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means  therefore  muft  be  found  to  fatisfy  the 
Archbilhop  who  confecrates,  and  the  Bi- 
fhops  who  prefent  them,  that,  in  the  words 
or  our  church,  “  They  be  apt  and  meet 
“  for  their  learning  and  godly  converlation, 
“  to  exercife  their  miniftry  duly  to  the  ho- 
“  nour  of  God,  and  the  edifying  of  his 
t£  cnurch,  anti  to  be  wholelome  examples 
££  and  patterns  to  the  flock  of  Chrift.” 

With  regard  to  the  firft  qualification,  fuf- 
ficiency  in  good  learning,  W'e  apprehend  that 
the  lubjccHng  a  perfon,  who  is  to  be  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  office  of  a  Bifhop  in  the  church, 
to  that  examination  which  is  required  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  ordination  of  Priefts  and  Dea¬ 
cons,  might  leflen  that  reverend  eftimation 
which  ought  never  to  be  feparated  from  the 
Epilcopal  character:  we  therefore  do  not  re¬ 
quire  any  farther  fatisfaclion  on  this  point 
than  will  be  given  to  us  by  the  forms  of 
teftimonials  in  the  annexed  paper  ;  fully 
trailing  that  thofe  who  fign  them  will  be 
well  aware,  how  greatly  incompetence  in 

this 
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this  refpeff  muff  leffen  the  weight  and  an- 

1  O 

thority  of  the  Bifhop,  and  affedt  the  credit 
of  the  Epifcopal  Church. 

Under  the  fecond  head,  that  of  fubfcrip- 
tion,  our  defire  is  to  require  that  fubfcrip- 
tion  only  to  be  repeated,  which  you  have 
already  been  called  upon  to  make  by  the 
Tenth  Article  of  your  Ecclefiaftical  Confti- 
tution  :  but  we  fhould  forget  the  duty  which 
we  owe  to  our  own  Church,  and  a£b  in- 
con  fiftently  with  that  fincere  regard  which 
we  bear  to  yours,  if  we  were  not  explicit 
in  declaring,  that,  after  the  difpofition  we 
have  (hewn  to  comply  with  the  prayer  of 
your  addrefs,  we  think  it  now  incumbent 
upon  you  to  ufe  your  utmoft  exertions  alfo 
for  the  removal  of  any  {fumbling  block  of 
offence,  which  may  poffibly  prove  an  ob- 
ftacle  to  the  fuccefs  of  it.  We  therefore 
molf  earneftly  exhort  you,  that  previoufiy 
to  the  time  of  your  making  fuch  fub- 
fcription,  you  reftore  to  its  integrity  the 
Apoftles’  Creed,  in  which  you  have  omitted 

an 


an  article  merely,  -  as  it  feems,  from  mifap- 
prehenfion  of  the  fenfe  in  which  it  is  under- 
hood  by  our  church,  nor  can  we  help  ad¬ 
ding,  that  we  hope  you  will  think  it  but  a 
decent  proof  of  tl  le  attachment  which  you 
profefs  to  the  fervi  ces  of  our  Liturgy,  to  give 
to  the  other  two  creeds  a  place  in  your  Book 
of  Common  Praye  r,  even  though  the  ufe 
of  them  fhould  be  left  difcretional.  We 
ihould  be  inexcufable  too,  if  at  the  time 
when  you  are  reque  fling  the  eftablifliment 
of  Biftiops  in  your  church,  wedid  not  ftrong- 
ly  reprelent  to  you  that  the  Eighth  Article 
of  your  Ecclefiafiical  Conftitution  appears 
to  us  to  be  a  degradat  ion  of  the  Clerical, 
and  ftill  more  of  the  .  Epifcopal  character. 
We  perfuade  ourfelves,  that  in  your  enfu- 
ine  Convention,  fome  alteration  will  be 
thought  neceflary  in  this  article,  before  this 
reaches  you  ;  or,  if  not,  that  due  attention 
will  be  given  to  it  in  confequence  of  our 
reprefentation. 


On 
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C'li  the  third  and  laffc  Eead,  which  re- 
Ip^dls  punty  of  manners,  t  he  reputation  of 
the  church,  both  in  Engla  nd  and  America, 
and  the/intereft  of  our  comi  non  Chriftianity, 
is  fo  deeply  concerned  in  i  t,  that  we  feel  it 
our  indifjpenfable  duty  to  provide,  on  this 
fubjeft,  the  moft  effedlut  il  fecurities.  It  is 
prefumed  that  the  fame  j  irevious  public  no¬ 
tice  of  the  intention  of  it  Ae  perfon  to  be  con- 
fecrated  will  be  given  ij.i  the  church  where 
he  refides  in  America,  /  or  the  fame  reafons, 
and  therefore  nearly  in A  the  fame  form,  with 
that  ufed  in  England  b  efore  our  ordinations. 
The  call  upon  the  p  erfons  prefent  at  the 
time  of  confecration,  muft  be  deemed  of 
little  ufe  before  a  cor  lgregation  compofed  of 
thofe  to  whom  the  y  >er fon  to  be  confecrated 
is  unknown.  The  teftimonials  figned  by 
perfons  living  in  En  gland  admit  of  reference 
and  examination,  ar  id  the  charadlers  of  thofe 
who  give  them  are  fubject  to  lcrutiny,  and, 
in  cafes  of  crimir  ial  deceit,  to  punifhment. 
In  proportion  as  tl  iefe  circumftances  are  lefs 


appli- 
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applicable  to  teftimonials  from  America* 
thofe  teftimonials  muft  be  more  explicit, 
and  fupported  by  a  greater  number  of  fig- 
natures.  We  therefore  think  it  neceflary 

J 

that  the  feveral  perfons,  candidates  for  Epis¬ 
copal  confecration,  Should  bring  to  us  both 
a  teftimonial  from  the  General  Convention 
of  the  Epifcopal  Church,  with  as  many  fig- 
natures  as  can  be  obtained,  and  a  more  par¬ 
ticular  one,  from  the  refpedtive  Conventions 
in  thofe  States  which  recommend  them.  It 
will  appear  from  the  tenor  of  the  letters 
teftimonial  ufed  in  England,  a  form  of 
which  is  annexed,  that  the  minifters  who 
Sign  them  bear  teftimony  to  the  qualifica¬ 
tions  of  the  candidates  on  their  own  perfonal 
knowledge.  Such  a  teftimony  is  not  to  be 
expedited  from  the  members  of  the  General 
Convention  of  the  Epifcopal  Church  in 
America  on  this  occafion.  We  think  it 
fufficient,  therefore,  that  they  declare  they 
know  no  impediment,  but  believe  the  perfon 
to  be  confecrated  is  of  a  virtuous  life  and 

B  b  found 
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found  faith  ;  we  have  fent  you  fuch  a  form 
as  appears  to  us  proper  to  be  ufed  for  that 
purpofe.  More  fpecific  declarations  muft 
be  made  by  the  members  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion  in  each  State  from  which  the  perfons 
offered  for  confecration  are  refpedtively  re¬ 
commended  ;  their  perfonal  knowledge  of 
them  there  can  be  no  doubt  of ;  we  truft, 
therefore,  they  will  have  no  objedtion  to 
the  adoption  of  the  form  of  a  teftimonial 
which  is  annexed  and  drawn  up  upon  the 
fame  principles  and  containing  the  fame  al¬ 
terations  of  perfonal  knowledge  with  that 
above  mentioned,  as  required  previoufly  to 
our  ordinations  ;  we  truft  we  fhall  receive 
thefe  teftimonials  figncd  by  fuch  a  majo¬ 
rity  in  each  Convention  that  recommend, 
as  to  leave  no  doubt  of  the  fitnefs  of  the 
candidates  upon  the  minds  of  thofe  whofe 
confciences  are  concerned  in  the  confe¬ 
cration  of  them. 

Thus  much  we  have  thought  it  right  to 

O  O 

communicate  to  you,  without  referve,  at- 

■  -  prefen  t? 
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prelent,  intending  to  give  you  further  in¬ 
formation  as  foon  as  we  are  able  ;  in  the 
mean  time,  we  pray  God  to  diredl  your 
counfels  in  this  very  weighty  matter,  and. 
are,  Mr.  Prefident  and  Gentlemen, 

Tour  ajfeclionate  Brethren , 

J.  Cantuar. 
W.  Ebor. 


Form  of  a  Tefimonial  for  Prief's  Orders  in 

England. 

To  the  Right  Reverend  Father  in  God - - 

by  Divine  permifion  Lord  Bifop  of - . 


We  whofe  names  a^e  here  underwrit¬ 
ten,  teftify,  from  our  perfonal  knowledge 
of  the  life  and  behaviour  of  A.  B.  for  the 
fpace  of  three  years  laft  part,  that  he  hath 
during  that  time  lived  pioufly,  foberly  and 
honeftly.  Nor  hath  he  at  any  time,  as  far 
as  we  know  or  believe,  written,  taught, 

Bb  2  or 
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or  held,  any  thing  contrary  to  the  doc¬ 
trine  or  difcipline  of  the  Church  of  Eng¬ 
land.  And  moreover,  we  think  him  a  per- 
fon  worthy  to  be  admitted  to  the  facred 
order  of  Priefh  In  witnefs  whereof,  we 
have  hereunto  fet  our  hands.  Dated  the 

«  t 

- - - day  of- - in  the  year  of  our 

Lord  — — — * 


tfejlimony  from  the  General  Convention « 

%  ■  • 

W E  whofe  names  are  underwritten,  ful¬ 
ly  fenfible  how  important  it  is,  that  the 
iacred  office  of  a  Biffiop  fhould  not  be  un¬ 
worthily  conferred,  and  firmly  perfuaded 
that  it  is  our  duty  to  bear  our  teftimony  on 
this  folemn  occalion,  without  partiality  or 
affedlion,  do,  in  the  prefence  qf  Almighty 
God,  teftify,  that  A.  B.  is  not,  as  far  as 
we  are  informed,  juflly  liable  to  evil  re¬ 
port  either  for  error  in  religion,  or  for  vi~ 
cioulnefs  in  life  ;  and  that  we  do  not  know 
pr  believe  there  is  any  impediment  or  no¬ 
table 
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table  crime,  on  account  of  which  he  ought 
not  to  be  confecrated  to  that  holy  office, 
but  that  he  hath  led  his  life,  for  the  three 
years  laft  paft,  pioufly,  foberly,  arid  ho- 
neftly. 

cTeJUmony  from  the  Members  of  the  Convention 
in  the  State  from  whence  the  perfon  is  re¬ 
commended  jor  confecration , 


We,  whofe  names  are  under  written, 
fully  fenfible  how  important  it  is  that  the 
facred  office  of  a  Bifhop  fhould  not  be  un¬ 
worthily  conferred,  and  firmly  perfuaded 
that  it  is  our  duty  to  bear  teftimony  on  this 
folemn  occafion  without  partiality  or  affec¬ 
tion,  do,  in  the  prefence  of  Almighty  God, 
teftify,  that  A.  B.  is  not,  fo  far  as  we  are 
informed,  juftly  liable  to  evil  report  either 

t 

for  error  in  religion,  or  for  vicioufnefs  of 
life  ;  and  that  we  do  not  know  or  believe 
there  is  any  impediment  or  notable  crime 
for  whjch  he  ought  uot  to  bp  confecrated 

to 
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to  that  holy  office.  We  do  moreover  joints 
ly  and  feverally  declare,  that,  having  per- 
fonaliy  known  him  for  three  years  laft 
paft,  we  do  in  our  confciences  believe  him 
to  be  of  fuch  lufficiency  in  good  learning, 
fuch  foundaefs  in  the  faith,  and  of  fuch 
virtuous  and  pure  manners  and  godly  con- 
verfation,  that  he  is  apt  and  meet  to  exer- 
ciie  the  office  of  a  Biffiop,  to  the  honour 
of  God,  and  the  edifying  of  his  Church, 
and  to  be  an  wholefome  example  to  the 
flock  of  Chrift. 

i 


Canterbury ,  July  ^th,  178th 

To  the  Committee  of  the  General  Convention , 

&c.  &c. 

Gentlemen , 

Hp  - 

-L  HE  enclofed  A £1,  being  now  paffed,  J 
have  the  fatisfadlion  of  communicating;  it  to 
you.  It  is  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  a  let¬ 
ter,  and  fome  forms  of  teftimonials,  which 

I  lent 

*  \  ly 
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I  fent  you  by  the  packet  of  laft  month.  It 
is  the  opinion  here,  that  no  more  than 
three  Bilhops  fhould  be  confecrated  for  the 
United  States  of  America  *  who  may  con- 
fecrate  others  at  their  return,  if  more  be 
found  neceflary.  But  whether  we  can  con- 
fecrate  any,  or  not,  mu  ft  yet  depend  on 
the  anfwers  we  may  receive,  to  what  we 
have  written. 


I  am  your  humble  fervant, , 

J.  Cantuar, 


An  AC?  to  empower  the  Archbijhop  of 
Canterbury ,  or  the  Archbijhop  of  York,  for 
the  time  being ,  to  confecrate  to  the  office  of 
a  Bifhop ,  perfons  being  fubjecls  or  citizens 
of  countries  out  of  His  Majefys  Domi¬ 
nions . 

W HEREAS  by  the  laws  of  this  realm 
no  perfon  can  be  confecrated  to  the  office 
of  a  Bifhop,  without  the  King’s  licence  foi 

his 
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his  election  to  that  office,  and  the  Royal 
mandate  under  the  great  feal  for  his  con- 

o 

firmation  and  confecration  ;  and  whereas 
every  perfon  who  fhall  be  confecrated  to 
the  faid  office  is  required  to  take  the  oaths 
of  allegiance  and  fupremacy,  and  alfo  the 
oath  of  due  obedience  to  the-  Archbiihop  : 
and  whereas  there  are  divers  perfons  fub- 
jeds  or  citizens  of  countries  out  of  His 

Majefty’s  dominions,  inhabiting  and  refid- 

*  1  \ 

ing  within  the  faid  countries,  who  profefs 
the  public  worfhip  of  Almighty  God,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  principles  of  the  Church  of 
England,  and  who,  in  order  to  provide  a 
regular  fuccefiion  of  Minifters  for  the  fer- 
vice  of  their  church,  aredefirous  of  having 
certain  of  the  fubjeds  or  citizens  of  thofe 
countries  confecrated  Bifhops  according  to 
the  form  of  confecration  in  the  Church  of 
England  :  Be  it  enaded  by  the  King’s  Moft 
Excellent  Majefty,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  confent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal  and  Commons  in  this  prefent 

Parlia- 
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Parliament  afl'embled,  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  fame,  that  from  and  after  the  palling 
of  this  a  a,  it  lhall  and  may  be  lawful  to 
and  for  the  Archbilhop  of  Canterbury,  or 
the  Archbilhop  of  York,  for  the  time  be¬ 
ing,  together  with  fuch  other  Bilhop  s  as 
they  fhall  call  to  their  affiftance,  to  confe- 
crate  perfons,  being  fubjedts  or  citizens  of 
countries  out  of  His  Majefty’s  Dominions, 
Bilhops  for  the  purpofes  aforefaid,  with¬ 
out  the  King’s  licence  for  their  ele£tion,  or 
the  Royal  mandate  under  the  great  feal  for 
their  confirmation  and  confecration,  and 
without  requiring  them  to  take  the  oaths 
of  allegiance  and  fupremacy,  and  the  oath 
of  due  obedience  to  the  Archbilhop  for  the 
time  being.  Provided  always,  that  no  per¬ 
fons  fhall  be  confecrated  Rifhops  in  the 
manner  herein  provided  until  the  Archbi- 
fhop  of  Canterbury  or  the  Archbilhop  of 
York  for  the  time  being  fhall  have  firft 
applied  for,  and  obtained,  His  Majefty’s 
licence,  by  warrant  under  his  Royal  fignet 

C  c  and 
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and  fign  manual,  authorizing  and  empower¬ 
ing  him  to  perform  fuch  confecration,  and 
expreffing  the  name  or  names  of  the  per- 
fons  fo  to  be  confecrated  ;  nor  until  the  faid 
Archbiffiop  has  been  fully  afcertamed  of 
their  fufficiency  in  good  learning,  of  the 
foundnefs  of  their  faith,  and  of  the  purity 
of  their  manners.  Provided  alfo,  and  be 
it  hereby  declared,  that  no  perfon  or  per- 
fons  confecrated  to  the  office  of  a  Biffiop  in 
the  manner  aforefaid,  nor  any  perfon  or 
perfons  deriving  their  confecration  from  or 
under  any  Biffiop  fo  confecrated,  nor  any 
perfon  or  perfons  admitted  to  the  order  of 
Deacon  or  Pried  by  any  Biffiop  or  Biffiops 
fo  confecrated,  or  by  the  fucceffor  or  fuc- 
ceffors  of  any  Biffiop  or  Biffiops  fo  confe¬ 
crated,  ffiall  be  thereby  enabled  to  exercife 
his  or  their  refpedtive  office  or  offices  with¬ 
in  His  Majelfy’s  dominions.  Provided  al¬ 
ways,  and  be  it  further  enafted,  that  a 
certificate  of  fuch  confecration  ffiall  be  gi¬ 
ven  under  the  hand  and  feal  of  the  Arch- 


[  05  ] 

bifhop  who  confec rates,  containing  the 
namL  of  the  perfon  io  confecrated,  with 
the  addition  as  well  of  the  country  whereof 
he  is  a  fubjedl  or  citizen,  as  of  the  church 
in  which  he  is  appointed  Bifhop,  and  the 
fuither  defcription  of  his  not  having  taken 
the  faid  oaths,  being  exempted  from  the 

obligation  of  fo  doing  by  virtue  of  this 
aft” 

Refolved,  That  a  Committee  be  now  ap¬ 
pointed  to  take  into  confideration  the  let¬ 
ters  and  papers  read,  and  to  report  there¬ 
on. 


Wednesday,  i  ith  of  October,  1786. 


Thu  Committee,  appointed  lafl  evening, 
to  take  into  confideration  the  matters  con¬ 
tained  in  the  letters  from  the  Archbifhops 
of  England  delivered  in  their  report ;  which. 


after  mature  deliberation,  and  fome  amend¬ 
ments,  was  agreed  to  and  eftablilhed,  a: 

C  c  2 
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an  adt  of  this  Corporation,  and  is  in  the 
words  following,  viz. 

An  ACT  of  the  General  Convention  of  Cle¬ 
rical  and  Lay  Deputies  of  the  Protefant 
Dpi f copal  Church ,  in  the  States  of  New - 
Tori,  New  Jerfey ,  Pennfylvania , 
ware,  and  South  Carolina ,  /T//- 

mington ,  /»  the  State  of  Delaware , 
Wednejday ,  the  nth  of  Odlober,  1786. 


W  HERE  AS,  at  a  general  Convention 
of  Clerical  and  Lay  Deputies  of  the  Pro- 
teftant  Epifcopal  Church  in  fundry  of  the 


United  States  of  America,  viz.  New  York, 
New  Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  and  South  Carolina, 
holden  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on  the 
Tuefday  before  the  feaft  of  St.  Michael, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1785,  and  divers 
fubfequent  days,  it  was  agreed  and  declar¬ 
ed,  That  “  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer 
64  and  Adminiftration  of  the  Sacraments, 


“  and 
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^  and  other  Rites  and  Ceremonies  of  the 
44  Church,  according  to  the  ufe  of  the 
44  Church  of  England,”  fhould  be  conti¬ 
nued  to  be  ufed  bv  this  Church,  as  the 
fame  was  altered  by  the  faid  Convention, 
in  a  certain  inftrument  of  writing,  paffed 
by  their  authority,  entitled,  46  Alterations 
64  of  the  Liturgy  of  the  Proteftant  Epif- 
44  copal  Church,  in  the  United  States  of 
44  America,  in  order  to  render  the  fame 
44  conformable  to  the  American  revolution 
44  and  the  Conftitutions  of  the  refpedtive 
44  States.”  And  it  was  further  agreed 
and  declared,  that  the  Book  of  Common 
Prayer  and  Adminiftration  of  the  Sacra¬ 
ments  and  other  Rites  and  Ceremonies  of 
the  Church,  according  to  the  ufe  of  the 
Church  of  England,  as  altered  by  an  inftru- 
ment  of  writing  paffed  under  the  authority 
of  the  aforefaid  Convention,  entitled, 44  Al- 
44  terations  in  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer 
44  and  Adminiftration  of  the  Sacraments, 
44  and  other  Rites  and  Ceremonies  of  the 

44  Church, 
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CLui ch,  according  to  the  ufe  of  the 
“  Church  of  England,  propofed  and  re- 
46  commended  to  the  Proteftant  Epifcopal 
Church  in  the  United  States  of  America, 
fhould  be  ufed  in  this  Church,  when 
the  lame  fhould  have  been  ratified  by 
the  Conventions  which  had  refpeCtively 
fent  deputies  to  the  faid  General  Con- 
vention.”  And  thereupon  the  faid 
Convention,  anxious  to  complete  their 
Epifcopal  fyftem,  by  means  of  the  Church 
of  England,  did  fubfcribe  and  tranfmit  an 
addrefs  to  the  Moft  Reverend  and  Right 
Revei  end  tne  Archbifhops  of  Canterbury 
and  York,  and  the  Bifhops  of  the  Church 
of  England,  earneftly  entreating  that  ve¬ 
nerable  body  to  confer  the  Epifcopal  cha¬ 
racter  on  fuch  perfons  as  fhould  be  recom¬ 
mended  by  this  Church,  in  the  feveral 
States  fo  rep  re  fen  ted. 

And  whereas  the  Clerical  and  Lay  Depu¬ 
ties  ot  this  Church,  have  received  the  moft 
friendly  and  affectionate  letters,  in  anfwer 


to 
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to  the  faid  addrefs,  from  the  faid  Archbi- 
ihops  and  Bilhops,  opening  a  fair  profpeft 
of  the  fuccefs  of  their  faid  applications  ; 
but  at  the  fame  time  earneftly  exhorting 
this  Convention  to  ufe  their  utmoft  exer¬ 
tions  for  the  removal  of  certain  obje&ions, 
by  them  made,  againft  fome  parts  of  the 
alterations  in  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer 
and  Rites  and  Ceremonies  of  this  Church, 
laft  mentioned  :  In  purfuance  whereof,  this 
prefent  General  Convention  hath  been  called 
and  is  now  affembled  ;  and  being  fincerely 
difpofed  to  give  every  fatisfa&ion  to  their 
Lordfhips,  which  will  be  coniiftent  with 
the  union  and  general  content  of  the  Church 
they  reprefent ;  and  declaring  their  fledfaft 
refolution  to  maintain  the  fame  effential 
articles  of  faith  and  difcipline  with  the 
Church  of  England; 

Now  therefore,  the  laid  Deputies  do 
hereby  determine  and  declare , 

Ftrjl,  That  in  the  creed,  commonly 
called  The  Apojlles*  Creed ,  thele  words— 

“  He 
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“  He  defc ended  into  hell  fliall  be  and  con- 
tinue  a  part  of  that  creed. 

Secondly ,  That  the  Nicene  Creed  ITiall 
alfo  be  inferted  in  the  faid  Book  of  Com¬ 
mon  Prayer,  immediately  after  the  Apoftles’ 
Creed,  prefaced  with  the  Rubrick  [Or 

This.] 

And  whereas,  in  confequence  of  the  ob¬ 
jections  expreffed  by  their  Lordfhips  to 
the  alterations  in  the  Book  of  Common 
Prayer  laft  mentioned,  the  Conventions  in 
fome  of  the  States,  reprefented  in  this 
general  Convention,  have  fufpended  the 
ratification  and  ufe  of  the  faid  Book  of 
Common  Prayer,  by  reafon  whereof  it 
will  be  improper  that  perfons  to  be  confe- 
crated  or  ordained  as  Bifhops,  Priefts,  or 
Deacons,  refpe&ively,  fhould  fubfcribe  the 
Declaration  contained  in  the  Tenth  Article 
of  the  general  Ecclefiaftical  Conftitution, 
without  fome  modification  : 

Therefore,  it  is  hereby  determined  and 
declared , 

Thirdly , 


+mm 
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T’/.w  dly,  That  the  fecond  claule  fo  to  be 
fubfcnbed  by  a  Bifhop,  Prieft,  or  Deacon 
of  this  church,  in  any  of  the  States  which 
have  not  already  ratified  or  ufed  the  Lift¬ 
men  tioned  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  fhall 
be  in  the  words  following :  “  And  I  do  fo- 
lemnly  engage  to  conform  to  the  doftrine 
'  and  worfhip  of  the  Proteftant  Epifcopal 
Church,  according  to  the  ufe  of  the 
Church  of  England,  as  the  fame  is  alter- 
“  ed  b7  the  General  Convention,  in  a  cer¬ 
tain  inftrument  of  writing,  pafled  by 
their  authority,  entitled,  Alterations  of 
the  Liturgy  of  the  Protefant  Epifcopal 
“  Church  in  the  United  States  of  America, 
in  order  to  render  the  fame  conformable  to 
^Je  -American  revolution  and  the  Confitution 
“  °f the  nfpeRive  States,  until  the  new 

“  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  recommended 
by  the  general  Convention,  fhall  be  rati¬ 
fied  oi  ufed  in  the  State  in  which  I  am 
[Bifhop,  Prieft,  or  Deacon,  as  the  cafe 
may  be]  by  the  authority  of  the  Con- 

^  d  “  venrion 
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44  vent  ion  thereof.  And  I  do  further  £b- 
44  lemnly  engage,  that  when  the  faid  new 
44  Book  of  Common  Prayer  fhall  be  rati- 
44  fied  or  ufed  by  the  authority  of  the  Con- 
44  venticn  in  the  State  for  which  lamcon- 
44  fecrated  a  Biftiop  [or  ordained  a  Prieft 
44  or  Deacon]  I  will  conform  to  the  doc- 
44  trines  and  worfhip  of  the  Proteftant 
66  Epi (copal  Church,  as  fettled  and  deter- 
44  mired  in  the  laid -mentioned  Book  of 
4  4  Common  Prayer  and  Ad minift ration  of 

j 

44  the  Sacraments,  fet  forth  by  the  Gene- 
46  ral  Convention  of  the  Proteftant  Epifco- 
44  pal  Church  in  the  United  States.” 

And  it  is  hereby  further  determined  and 

declared \ 

That  thefe  words  in  the  Preface  to  the 
new-propofed  Book  of  Common  Prayer, 
viz.  44  In  the  creed,  commonly  called  the 
44  Apoftles’  Creed,  one  claufe  is  omitted 
44  as  being  of  uncertain  meaning  ;  and” — 

together  with  the  note  referred  to  in  that 

o 

place,  be,  from  henceforth,  no  part  of  the 

Pre- 


i 
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Preface  to  the  faid  propofed  Book  of  Com¬ 
mon  Prayer. 

And  it  is  hereby  further  determined  and 
declared , 

That  the  fourth  Article  of  Religion  in 
the  new-propofed  Book  of  Common  Prayer, 
be  altered,  to  render  it  conformable  to  the 
adoption  of  the  Nicene  Creed,  as  follows  : 
44  Of  the  Creeds.  The  two  Creeds,  name- 
44  ly,  that  commonly  called  the  Apoftles’ 
44  Creed,  and  the  Nicene  Creed,  ought  to 
44  be  received  and  believed,  becaufe  they,” 
&c.  &c. 


Done  in  General  Convention,  at  Wil¬ 
mington,  in  the  State  of  Delaware, 
the  day  and  year  firft  aforefaid. 


The  firft  queftion,  taken  on  the  report 
of  the  Committee,  was,  Whether  the  words 
44  He  defc  ended  into  Hell”  fhould  be  reftored 
in  the  Apoftles’  Creed  ? 

When  the  Ayes  and  Nays  being  called 
for,  the  votes  were  as  follow, 

D  d  2  NEW 
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NEW  YORK, 


Dr.  Provost,  Aye.  -> 

Mr.  Duane,  Aye.  [Divided, 

Mr,  Rutherford,  No.  J 


NEW  JERSEY. 

Rev.  Mr.  Ogden,  Aye.  J 
Rev.  Mr,  Frazer,  Ave. 

Mr.  Wallace,  Aye,  |>Aye, 
Mr.  Cox,  No. 

Mr.  Waddel,  Aye.  j 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Dr.  White,  Aye.  1 

Dr.  Mag  aw,  Aye. 

Mr.  Blackwell,  Aye. 

vt  t  t  ’  f- Divided, 

Mr.  Kopkinson,  No. 

Mr.  Powell,  No.  j 

Mr,  Gilpin,  No,  J 


A  tr 


DELA- 
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f 
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DELAWARE. 


Dr.  W HAR  TON,  No. 
Rev.  Mr. Thorne,  Ave. 
Mr.  Sykes,  Aye. 

Mr.  Grantham,  No.  J 


✓"Divided. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA. 


Rev.  Mr. R.  Smith,  Aye.  | 
Mr.  Rutledge,  Aye.  J 


Aye. 


And  lo  the  words  are  to  be  reftored;  there 
being  two  Ayes,  and  no  Negative. 

On  the  queftion,  Shall  the  Nicene 
Creed  be  reftored  in  the  Liturgy  ?  the  fame 
was  unanimoufly  agreed  to. 

Adjourned  to  fix  o’clock  in  the  even- 


mg. 


At  fix  o  clock,  the  Convention  met. 

On  the  queftion,  Shall  the  Creed,  com¬ 
monly  called  the  Athanajian  Creed ,  be  ad¬ 
mitted 


f 
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mitted  in  the  Liturgy  of  the  Proteflant 
Epifcopal  Church  in  the  United  States  of 
America  ? 

The  Ayes  and  Nays  being  taken,  were 
as  follow  : 


NEW  YORK. 


Dr.  Provost,  No. 

Mr.  Duane,  No. 

Mr.  Rutherford,  No.. 


Nay. 


NEW  JERSEY. 

Rev.  Mr.  Ogden,  No. 

Rev.  Mr.  Frazer,  No. 

Mr.  Cox,  No.  }>  Divided. 

Mr.  Wallace,  Aye. 

Mr.  Waddel,  Aye. 

PENNSYLVANIA, 


Dr.  White,  No. 

Dr.  Magaw,  No. 

Mr.  Blackwell,  No. 
Mr.  Hopkinson,  No. 
Mr.  Powell,  No. 

Mr.  Gilpin,  No. 


>  Nay. 


DELA 
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DELAWARE. 


Dr.  Wharton,  No. 
Rev.  Mr.  Thorne,  Aye. 
Mr.  Sykes,  No. 

Mr,  Grantham,  No. 


>  Divided. 


i 


SOUTH  CAROLINA. 


Rev.  Mr.  Smith,  No. 

Mr.  Rutledge,  No. 

And  io,  it  was  determined  in  the  nega¬ 
tive. 


On  the  Guerdon,  Shall  the  8th  article  of 
the  Ecelehaftical  Conilitution  remain  as 


propoied  and  puhhfhed  by  the  late  Conven¬ 
tion  ?  It  was  unanimoufly  determined  in  the 
affirmative. 


Refolv  ed ,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this 
Convention,  it  is  proper  for  thofe  gentle¬ 
men,  who  (hall  proceed  from  any  of  thefe 
States,  for  England,  for  the  purpofe  of  ob¬ 
taining  Epifcopal  Confecration  ;  firft,  to 
fubfciibe  either  the  form  directed  in  the 

loth 
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I oth  article  of  the  propofed  Ecclefiaftical 
Conftitution,  or  die  the  form  directed  in 
rlie  at!  or  inftrument  now  pafled  by  this 
Convention ;  and  that  they  refpedtively 
lodge  their  fubfcriptions  with  the  Secretary, 
taking  from  him  a  certificate  of  their  having 

fo  done. 

Rcfolved' ,  That  the  Secretary  be  defired 
to  trail fmit  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  this 
Convention,  to  the  handing  Committees 
of  the  Proteflant  Epifcopal  Church  in  the 
States  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  with  the 
aftedhonate  hope  of  this  body,  that  their 
bretliren  of  the  faid  States,  after  duly  con- 
fidering  the  principles  on  which  thefe  pro¬ 
ceedings  have  been  held,  will  approve  and 
adopt  the  fame. 

It  was  moved  and  feconded,  that  a  Com¬ 
mittee  be  appointed,  to  draft  a  letter  from 
this  Convention  to  the  Archbilhops  of  Eng¬ 
land,  in  anfwer  to  their  late  letters. 

And  the  following  gentlemen  were  ap- 
pointed  accordingly  •  ' 

Dr, 
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Dr.  Smith,  Dr.  White!,  and  Dr, 
Wharton. 

This  Committee  retired,  and  after  fome 
time,  returned  and  reported  a  letter,  which, 

after  a  few  amendments,  was  agreed  to,  as 
follows  : 


Ct°  the  Archbijhops  of  Canterbury  and  York* 
Mofl  Worthy  and  Venerable  Prelates  l 

In  purfuance  of  your  Graces’  communi¬ 
cations  to  the  ftanding  Committee  of  our 
Chuich,  received  by  the  June  Packet,  and 
the  letter  of  his  Grace  the  Archbifhop  of 
Canterbury,  of  July  the  4th,  enclofing  the 
acl  of  Parliament  to  empower  the  Arch¬ 
bifhop  of  Canterbury,  or  the  Archbifhop  of 
\  ork,  for  the  time  being,  to  confecrate  to 
the  office  of  a  Bifhop,  perfons,  being  fub- 
jedts  or  citizens  of  countries  out  of  His 
Alajefly  s  dominions,”  a  general  Convention, 
now  fitting,  have  the  honour  of  offering 
their  unanimous  and  hearty  thanks  for  the 

E  e  con- 
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* 


continuance  of  your  Chriftian  attention  to 
this  Church  ;  and  particularly  for  your  hav¬ 


ing  fo  fpeedily  acquired  a  legal  capacity  of 


complying  with  the  prayer  of  our  former 
addreffes. 

We  have  taken  into  our  moil:  ferious  and 
deliberate  confederation,  the  feveral  matters 
fo  affectionately  recommended  to  us  in  thofe 
communications,  and  whatever  could  be 
done  towards  a  compliance  with  your  fa¬ 
therly  wifhes  and  advice,  confiftently  with 
our  local  circumftances,  and  the  peace  and 
unity  of  our  Church,  hath  been  agreed  to ; 
as,  we  truft,  will  appear  from  the  enclofed 
aCt  of  our  Convention,  wThich  we  have  the 
honour  to  tranfmit  to  you,  together  with 
the  Journal  of  our  Proceedings. 

We  are ,  with  great  and  fincere  refpedf , 
Mojl  worthy  and  venerable  P relates 9 


* 

* 


Tour  obedient  and 


In  general  Convention , 

at  Wilmington,  in 
the  State  of  Dela¬ 
ware,  October  ii, 
1786. 


l-  (By  Order) 

;  Sam.  Provost,  Prefident. 


The 
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The  above  letter  being  fairly  copied,  was 

ligned  by  the  Prefident,  in  behalf  of  the 
Convention. 

On  motion,  the  States  were  refpeflively 
called  upon  to  know,  if  in  their  feveral 
Conventions,  any  perfon  had  been  elected 
and  recommended  for  Epifcopal  confecra- 
non ;  when  it  appeared,  that  the  Conven- 
tion  of  New  York  had  defied  and  re¬ 
commended  the  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Provoft 
to  that  office.  The  members  prefent  then 
proceeded  to  fign  his  teftimonials,  in  the 
form  prefcribed  by  the  Archbiffiops  of  Eng¬ 
land,  for  the  general  Convention. 

The  Convention  of  Pennfylvania  had 
defied  and  recommended  the  Rev.  Dr. 
William  White,  and  his  tefhmonials  were 

in  like  manner  figned  by  the  members  pre¬ 
fent. 

It  appeared  alfc,  that  the  Convention  of 
Virginia  had  defied  and  recommended  the 

E  e  2  Rev. 
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Rev.  Dr.  David  Griffith,  and  his  tefdmo 
nials  were  accordingly  figned. 

Adjourned,  fine  die . 

Signed,  by  order  of  the  Convention, 

SAMUEL  PROVOST,  Prefident. 
Francis  Hopkjnson,  Secretary, 


i 


ERRATA  in  the  OBSERVATIONS. 

Page  2,  line  6,  for  forefather  read  father. 

- ij,  Note,  line  3,  for  Abellars,  read  Abelians . 

line  4,  for  Adnoites ,  read  Agnolics .  For  Aginuil, 
read  Agynni . 

line  6,  for  Andeans  read  Audeans. 

for  Antidicomafi ane ,  read  Anti  dicomariani . 
for  Antimmians,  read  Antinomians . 
line  7,  for  Anians ,  read  Arrians. 

for  Sancarrians ,  read  Semi-  Arrians* 
line  8,  for  Anarcmah,  read  Arminians. 
s— —  23,  Note,  line  {or  inebriety  read  ebriety . 

— —  33,  line  15,  after  i/zow  infert  and  believe. 

- 38,  Note,  line  2,  for  taogeable,  read  tangible. 

. - 48,  line  8,  for  belives,  read  believes. 

— —  60,  Note,  line  15,  for  began,  read  begun. 

■  ■-  61,  line  1 6,  for  bepond,  read  beyond. 

-  65,  line  6,  for  fprung,  read  Spring. 

- - 69,  line  5,  for  becomes ,  read  become . 

- 85,  line  6,  {or  a  title,  read  or  title. 

- - _  87,  laft  line,  inftead  of  though  a  Jew,  read  a  Roman. 

*»—«—•  99,  laft  line,  for  Centurian ,  read  Centurion. 
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H  XTRA  OFFICIAL  STATE  PAPERS.  AddrefTed  to  the  Right  Hon. 
I — *  Lord  Ravvdon,  and  the  other  Members  of  the  Two  Houfes  of  Patlia- 


ent,  aflociated  for  the  Prefervation  of  the  Conftitution,  and  promoting  the 
rofperity  of  the  Britifli  Empire.  By  a  late  Under  Secretaiy  of  State. 


The  BOOK  of  COMMON  PRAYER  and  ADMINISTRATION  of  the 
ACRAMENP,  and  other  RITES  and  CEREMONIES,  as  reviled  and 
opofed  to  the  Ufe  of  the  Proteftant  Epifcopal  Church,  at  a  Convention  of  the 
id  Church  in  the  States  of  New  York,  New  Jeffey,  I'ennfy Ivania,  Delaware, 
laryland,  Virginia,  and  South  Carolina,  held  at  Philadelphia,  from  Septem- 
r  17  to  October  7,  1785.  Philadelphia,  printed.  London,  reprinted. 


THREE  TRACTS  refpe&ing  the  CONVERSION  and  INSTRUCTION  of 
e  FREE  INDIANS  and  NEGRO  SLAVES  in  the  Colonies.  AddrefTed  to 
e  Venerable  Society  for  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  foreign  Parts, 
the  Year  1768.  By  William  Knox,  Efq.  A  new  Edition. 


In  Two  Volumes,  price  19s.  half  bound  and  lettered, 

Containing,  behdes  an  accurate  Account  of  every  important  Debate,  Eftimate 
of  the  Debt,  Ordinary,  and  Repairs  of  the  Navy- — Imports  and  Exports  to  and 
from  the  Britifli  Sugar  Colonies — Value  of  Woollens  Exported— Expeuces  at¬ 
tending  Somerfet-Place — Net  Produce  of  the  Cuftoms,  Excife,  Stamps,  and 
Incidents — Civil  Eftablifhment  of  New  Brunfvvick — Number  of  VeffeJs employ¬ 
ed  in  the  Whale  Fifhery— Various  Accounts  from  jhe  Ordnance — Papers 
moved  by  the  Right  Hon.  HENRY  DUNDAS,  on  opening  his  INDIA 
BUDGET,  fhewing  the  Revenue  and  Expenditure  at  the  Britifli  Settlement® 
in  India — Accounts  moved  bv"  Mr.  SHERIDAN-  on  the  Commutation.  &x, 
&c.  &c. 
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Number  I.  of  the  prefent  SefTion  will  be  publifhed  in  a  few  Bays. 


The  PARLIAMENTARY  REGISTER;  or,  A  Hiftory  of  the  Proceedings 
d  Debates  of  the  LORDS  and  COMMONS,  during  the  Laft  Seflkm  of  P&r- 
ment  ;  containing  an  accurate  Account  of  the  molt  interefting  Speeches  ami 
otions— Accurate  Copies  of  Resolutions,  Bills,  ProteSs,  Letters,  and  Papers, 
d  before  Parliament. 


Of  whom  may  be  had, 

The  Parliamentary  Regifter,  from  the  General  EfeTion  in  lySoto  1784,  io 
volumes,  price  Five  Guineas,  half  bound  and  lettered. 


The  Parliamentary  Regifter,  from  the  General  Eledlion  in  1784  to  17S8,  in 
volumes,  piice  4I.  15s.  half  bound  and  lettered. 


The  Parliamentary  Regifter,  from  177410  1780,  in  17  volumes. 


LETTERS  written  in  HOLLAND,  in  September  and  OTVobcr  1787,  by 
lomas  Bowdler,  Efq.  F.  R.  S.  and  S.  A.  To  which  is  added,  A  CoHe&ioa 
Letters  and  other  interefting  Papers,  relating  to  the  Journey  of  the  Pjincefsof 
ange,  in  June  1787,  illuftrated  with  Maps  of  the  Marches  of  the  Pru Ilian, 
my,  and  of  the  country  near  Amflerdam.  Price  5s.  in  boards. 


An  Hiftotical  Relation  of  the  Origin,  Progrefs,  and  final  DifTolution  of  the 
ivernment  of  the  Rohilla  Afgans,  in  the  Northern  Provinces  of  Hindoftan, 
npiledfroma  Perfian  Manufcript  and  other  original  Papers,  by  Charles  Ha- 
ton,  Efq.  an  Officer  on  the  Bengal  Eftablifhment,  illuftrated  with  a  Map  of 
ndoftan,  elegantly  engraved,  fecond  section,  price  6s.  in  boards. 
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‘NEW'  PULICATIO  NS. 

CONSIDERATIONS  on  the  WAR  with  the  TURKS,  tranflated  fr 
French  of  M.  de  Volney.  Price  2S.  6d. 

OBSERVATIONS  on  the  LAND  REVENUE  of  the  CROWN  ;  cor 
the  Origin  and  Sources  of  the  Land  Revenue  of  England  —  Of  various  ac 
to,  and  alienations  of,  the  Crown  Lands — Prefent  State  of  the  Revenue 
nagement  of  the  Land  Revenue — Various  Meafures  and  ProjeCts  concern 
Land  Revenue  :  with  an  Appendix,  containing  feveral  intefefting  Papers 
fubjeCt  of  the  Land  Revenue,  elegantly  printed  in  quarto.  Price  ios. 
boards. 

The  REPORT  of  the  COMMISSIONERS  appointed  to  enquire  ii 
State  and  Condition  of  the  Woods,  Forelts,  and  Land  Revenues  of  the  < 
and  to  i ell  or  alienate  Fee  Farm,  and  other  improveable  Rents  ;  containing  ; 
dule  of  all  the  Manors,  Lands,  Tenements,  and  Hereditaments,  held  by 
from  the  Crown,  with  an  Account  of  the  laft  Leafe  of  each  particular 
ffiewing  the  Names  of  the  Leffees,  the  Dates  of  the  Leafes,  the  Terms  i 
granted,  and  Expiration  thereof;  the  yearly  Value  of  each  Eftate,  by  th 
Survey  or  Eftimate  ;  the  Fines  paid  for  fuch  Leafes  ;  and  the  old  Rents,  in 
Rents,  and  new  Rents,  referved  to  the  Crown  thereupon. 

The  above  being  uniformly  printed  in  Quarto,  may  be  had,  complete, 
volume,  price  il.  7s.  elegantly  bound* 

N  /  .  * 

OBSERVATIONS  on  the  Manufactures,  Trade,  and  Prefent  State  of 
LAND.  By  John  Lord  Sheffield.  Third  Edition.  Price  7s.  in  boards. 

This  Work  includes  the  important  Queftion  relative  to  the  opening  th< 
of  Great  Britain  to  the  Manufactures  of  Ireland,  and  alfo  to  the  Colon 
Foreign  Produce  of  that  Kingdom. 

OBSERVATIONS  on  the  COMMERCE  of  the  AMERICAN  STi3 
with  an  Appendix,  containing  Remarks  on  the  Trade  and  Navigation  of 
TAIN,  and  on  the  late  Proclamations.  The  Sixth  Edition,  with  confu 
Additions,  and  feveral  interefting  Tables.  By  John  Lord  Sheffield.  Pti 
in  boards. 

To  this  Edition  is  prefixed  an  Introduction,  in  reply  to  the  Remarks  ar 
je&ions  which  have  been  publiffied  againft  this  Work. 

A  COLLECTION  of  all  the  TREATIES  of  PEACE,  ALLIANCE 
COMMERCE,  between  GREAT  BRITAIN  and  other  Powers,  fro 
Treaty  figned  at  Munfter  in  1648,  to  the  Treaties  figned  at  Paris  in  1783. 
which  is  prefixed,  a  Dilcourfe  on  the  ConduCt  of  the  Government  of  Gre; 
tain,  in  refpeCt  to  Neutral  Nations,  by  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Hawke 
In  three  volumes  oCtavo.  Price  1  8s.  in  boards. 

t  ' 

The  REMEMBRANCER  ;  or,  Impartial  Repofitory  of  Public  Events, 
The  American  War  gave  rife  to  this  Work  in  1775.  Every  authentic 
relative  to  the  War,  as  alio  with  France  and  Spain,  whether  publiffied  inEn 
or  America,  by  the  Britiffi  Miniftry  or  the  American  Congrefs,  are  all  car 
infer  ted  in  this  W  ork — the  Letters  of  the  feveral  Commanding  Officers,  Add 
Relolutions  of  the  various  Committees,  Conventions,  &c.  To  thefe  have 
prefixed,  at  the  defire  of  many  perfons,  a  Collection  of  authentic  Papers  re; 
ing  theDifpute  with  America  before  the  Commencement  of  Hoftilities,  fro 
Relolutions  which  gave  rife  to  the  Stamp  ACt  in  1764,  to  the  Battle  of  Le 
®on  in  1775*  Complete  Sets  of  this  valuable  and  interefting  Work  may  be«l 
the  Publiffier,  in  17  volumes.  Price  61.  6s.  half  bound  and  lettered. 
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